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AGENDA 

 

1. REGULAR MEETING - CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 

 

Council Members Budge, McGarvey, Sander, Terry and Mayor Skoglund. 
 

2. METRO CABLE TV TELEVISION ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

The Clerk will announce the meetings video recording and playback schedules. 
 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Mayor will call on someone in attendance to lead the Pledge. 
 

4. INVOCATION 

 

 Kyle Kerchner from First Covenant Church will give the invocation. 

 

5. SPECIAL CEREMONIES 

 

5.1 Swearing in of Vice Mayor Sander by Lois Sander. 

 

5.2 Swearing in of Mayor McGarvey by Terri McGarvey. 

 

5.3 Presentation to Outgoing Mayor Skoglund by Incoming Mayor McGarvey. 
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6. CELEBRATORY BREAK 

 

7. PRESENTATIONS 

 

 NONE. 

 

8. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Citizens wishing to address the Council for any matter on the Consent Calendar or not 
on the agenda may do so at this time by completing and submitting a Speaker Card to 
the City Clerk.  For items on the agenda, speakers will be called up to the podium by 
the Mayor at the point on the agenda when the item will be heard.  Speakers are 
encouraged to keep comments to three minutes or less and to state name and 
community of residence. 
 
Note, under the provisions of the California Government Code, the City Council is 
prohibited from discussing or taking immediate action on any unagendized item unless 
it can be demonstrated to be of an emergency nature or the need to take immediate 
action arose after the posting of the agenda. 

 

9. COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

10. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS - ROLL CALL VOTE 

 

10.1 Subject: Meeting Minutes of December 1, 2014 Regular Meeting. 

Recommendation: Adopt minutes. 
 

10.2 Subject: 2015 City Council Meeting Schedule. 

Recommendation: Staff recommends Council approve its meeting schedule for 2015. 
Result of Recommended Action: Action on this item will approve the 2014 meeting 
schedule for members of the Rancho Cordova City Council. 
Staff Report: Mindy Cuppy, MMC, City Clerk's Office. 
Advances Goals: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 

 

10.3 Subject: Approval of Council Member Appointments to Regional Boards, Commissions 
and Committees for 2015. 
Recommendation: That Council confirms their 2015 commitments to serve on other 
agency boards, commissions and committees.  
Result of Recommended Action: The City Council will continue to serve in leadership 
roles throughout the region.  
Staff Report: Mindy Cuppy, MMC, City Clerk. 
Advances Goal: 4. 

 

10.4 Subject: Second Reading of Ordinance No. 29-2014, Approving Amendments to the 
Folsom Boulevard Specific Plan to Remove a Portion of the Kassis Property, and 
Amending the Zoning Map to Change a Portion of the Kassis Property from Folsom 
Boulevard-Residential Mixed Use ("FB-RMU") to Residential, 3 Dwelling Units Per Acre 
("RD-3"), and Amending the Zoning Map to Change the Plaza de Oro Site from Light 
Industrial ("LI") to Commercial Mixed Use. 
Recommendation: Waive the second reading and adopt Ordinance No. 29-2014. 
Result of Recommended Action: The proposed actions will, collectively, resolve 
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minor issues within the General Plan and remedy minor inconsistencies between the 
General Plan and the Zoning Code. Where land use designations are proposed to 
change, such changes are intended to more accurately reflect the existing land use of 
the subject parcels. 
Staff Report: Paul Junker, Planning Director and Pam Johns, Special Projects 
Manager. 
Advances Goals: 2, 5, 6. 

 

10.5 Subject: Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Award Contract No. 113-2014 in 
the Amount of $760,000 to MCE Corporation for Maintenance of Channels and Levees. 
Recommendation: Adopt Resolution No. 142-2014. 
Result of Recommended Action: Adoption of this resolution will authorize the City 
Manager to execute Contract No. 113-2014 with MCE Corporation in the amount of 
$760,000 for routine maintenance of channels and levees, to include vegetation 
management and general levee maintenance services. 
Staff Report: Cyrus Abhar, Public Works Director and Britton Snipes, Senior Engineer. 
Advances Goals: 1, 2. 

 

10.6 Subject: Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Execute a Contract with Mark 
Thomas & Company, Inc., in the amount of $724,368 for the Zinfandel Complex 
Project. 
Recommendation: Adopt Resolution No. 141-2014. 
Result of Recommended Action: Adoption of this resolution will authorize the City 
Manager to execute a Contract with Mark Thomas & Company, Inc., for the Zinfandel 
Complex Project.   
Staff Report: Cyrus Abhar, Public Works Director and Chris Boyer, Associate Civil 
Engineer. 
Advances Goals: 1, 2, 5. 

 

10.7 Subject: Mather Veterans Village Project Funding. 

Recommendation: Confirm authorization given to the City Manager to pay 
Sacramento County permit fees for the Mather Veterans Village project in an amount 
not to exceed $520,000. 
Result of Recommended Action: The Mather Veterans Village project will have the 
necessary permits to meet Tax Credit deadlines.  The City will be reimbursed for the 
fees by the local housing trust grant by December 31, 2014. 
Staff Report: Jessica Hayes, Housing and Neighborhood Services Development 
Analyst. 
Advances Goals: 1, 2, 5. 

 

10.8 Subject: Approval of Parcel Map of 3000 Sunrise, Subdivision No. DD7893. 

Recommendation: Approval of Parcel Map of 3000 Sunrise Subdivision No. DD7893 
of Parcel E, 56 P.M. 1 of Sacramento County Official Records; located on the west side 
of Sunrise Boulevard approximately 1400 feet north of White Rock Road. 
Result of Recommended Action: Approval of this recommendation will result in the 
recording of the parcel map creating two parcels, each with an existing building. 
Staff Report: Cyrus Abhar, Public Works Director. 
Advances Goals: 1, 2, 5. 

 

11. CONSENT PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS - ROLL CALL VOTE 

 

11.1 Subject: Sunridge General Commercial Overlay Zoning District. Item continued from 
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December 1, 2014 Council Meeting. 

Recommendation: Introduce and waive first reading of Ordinance No. 23-2014. 
Result of Recommended Action: Adoption of Ordinance No. 23-2014 would establish 
the Sunridge General Commercial Overlay District (SGC Overlay).  Establishment of 
the SGC Overlay would assure that adequate commercial sites are available to 
accommodate commercial development needed to serve residents locate generally 
east of Sunrise Boulevard and south of Douglas Road by limiting certain uses on the 
affected properties. 
Staff Report: Paul Junker, Planning Director. 
Advances Goals: 1, 2, 5, 6. 

 

11.2 Subject: Resolution Authorizing the City Council to Adopt a Mitigated Negative 
Declaration for Routine Maintenance of Stream Channels and Drainage Facilities in 
Rancho Cordova. 
Recommendation: Adopt Resolution No. 143-2014. 
Result of Recommended Action: Adoption of this resolution will approve and adopt 
an environmental study that was required for routine maintenance activities occurring 
within stream channels and drainage facilities in Rancho Cordova. Adoption of the 
environmental study allows the City to enter into a Routine Maintenance Agreement 
with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife so that it can perform the needed 
maintenance activities. 
Staff Report: Cyrus Abhar, Public Works Director and Britton Snipes, Senior Engineer. 
Advances Goals: 1, 2. 

 

12. PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS 

 

12.1 Subject: American Health Services Conditional Use Permit Large Residential Care 
Home Conditional Use Permit; Project No. DD8495 – Located at 10087 Terra Loma 
Drive. 
Recommendation: Adopt Resolution No. 104-2014. 
Result of Recommended Action: Adoption of Resolution No. 104-2014 would grant 
the applicant’s request for a Conditional Use Permit from the City of Rancho Cordova 
to operate a large residential care home with up to 20 beds that would provide 
treatment for alcohol and substance dependency within an existing 10-bedroom house.  
Approval of this resolution would allow the applicant to apply for a business license and 
establish a residential care home that could accommodate more than six clients. 
Staff Report:  Paul Junker, Planning Director. 
Advances Goals:  2, 5. 

 

12.2 Subject: Clear Channel Outdoor Digital Freeway Sign Conditional Use Permit and 
Operating Agreement; Project No. DD8480 – Located at 12137 Folsom Boulevard. Item 
continued from November 17, 2014 City Council Meeting. 
Recommendation: Conduct the continued public hearing for this item, and Item 
regarding the Sierra Outdoor/CBS Outdoor application, simultaneously. Consider the 
Conditional Use Permit and Operating Agreement request by Clear Channel Outdoor; 
receive comments from the public and project applicants; provide direction to staff as 
determined appropriate by the City Council; and continue the public hearing to a date 
certain. 
Result of Recommended Action: This continued public hearing will provide the City 
Council with further opportunity to discuss the two proposals currently seeking approval 
of two separate digital freeway signs to be located adjacent to Highway 50.  In light of 
the competing request by Sierra Outdoor/CBS Outdoor, staff is requesting direction 
from the City Council on this item, and to continue the public hearing so that staff may 
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return with a Council Resolution reflecting the preferred direction. Holding the 
continued public hearing on this item and Sierra Outdoor/CBS Outdoor item 
simultaneously will allow staff to address all questions related to the competing 
applications during the hearing. The application does not fully adhere to the physical 
development standards included in the Code but, as allowed through an Operating 
Agreement, the applicant has proposed alternative community benefits for the Council’s 
consideration. The City Council may direct staff to prepare a Resolution to approve this 
item, deny this item, or otherwise alter this item as desired.  
 
Approval of the project as currently proposed would allow the Applicant to construct a 
new digital freeway sign at 12137 Folsom Boulevard, immediately adjacent to the 
Highway 50 corridor. The action would also require the removal of two existing 
traditional billboards located at 2300 Mine Shaft Lane and 2286 Sunrise Boulevard. 
Additionally, the Operating Agreement would provide the City with alternative 
community benefits. Approval of this application would also very likely prevent Council 
from approving the competing application from Sierra Outdoor/CBS Outdoor, as RCMC 
Section 23.743.150(C)(3) requires that Council only approve a billboard operating 
agreement if it achieves community benefits equivalent to those achieved through strict 
compliance with the development standards in the code (including the requirement that 
digital billboards be located at least 2,500 feet apart). 
Staff Report: Jessica Jordan, Principal Planner. 
Advances Goals: 1, 6. 

 

12.3 Subject: Sierra Outdoor/CBS Outdoor Digital Freeway Sign Conditional Use Permit 
and Operating Agreement; Project No. DD8490 – Located at 12125 Folsom Boulevard 
(APN: 069-0160-021-0000). Item continued from November 17, 2014 City Council 
Meeting. 
Recommendation: Conduct the continued public hearing for this item, and Item 
regarding the Clear Channel Outdoor application, simultaneously. Consider the 
Conditional Use Permit and Operating Agreement request by Sierra Outdoor/CBS 
Outdoor; receive comments from the public and project applicants; provide direction to 
staff as determined appropriate by the City Council; and continue the public hearing to 
a date certain. 
Result of Recommended Action: This continued public hearing will provide the City 
Council with further opportunity to discuss the two proposals currently seeking approval 
of two separate digital freeway signs to be located adjacent to Highway 50.  In light of 
the competing request by Sierra Outdoor/CBS Outdoor, staff is requesting direction 
from the City Council on this item, and to continue the public hearing so that staff may 
return with a Council Resolution reflecting the preferred direction. Holding the 
continued public hearing on this item and Clear Channel Outdoor item simultaneously 
will allow staff to address all questions related to the competing applications during the 
hearing. The application does not fully adhere to the physical development standards 
included in the Code but, as allowed through an Operating Agreement, the applicant 
has proposed alternative community benefits for the Council’s consideration. The City 
Council may direct staff to prepare a Resolution to approve this item, deny this item, or 
otherwise alter this item as desired.  
 
Approval of the project as currently proposed would allow the Applicant to construct a 
new digital freeway sign in the parking lot area of Naturwood Home Furnishings at 
12125 Folsom Boulevard. The action would also require the removal of two existing 
traditional billboards located at 11373 Folsom Boulevard and near 9847 Folsom 
Boulevard. Additionally, the Operating Agreement would provide the City with 
alternative community benefits. Approval of this application would also very likely 
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prevent Council from approving the competing application from Clear Channel Outdoor, 
as RCMC Section 23.743.150(C)(3) requires that Council only approve a billboard 
operating agreement if it achieves community benefits equivalent to those achieved 
through strict compliance with the development standards in the code (including the 
requirement that digital billboards be located at least 2,500 feet apart). 
Staff Report: Jessica Jordan, Principal Planner. 
Advances Goals: 1, 6. 

 

13. REGULAR CALENDAR ITEMS 

 

13.1 Subject: Resolution to Extend the Finance Agreement for Entertainment Center. 

Recommendation: Adopt Resolution No. 144-2014. 
Result of Recommended Action: Adoption of Resolution No. 144-2014 will allow the 
Rancho Cordova Entertainment Center Group LLC to continue to obtain financing to 
construct and open the Rancho Cordova Entertainment Center located on Kilgore Blvd. 
Staff Report: Curt Haven, Director of Economic Development. 
Advances Goals: 1, 2, 6. 

 

13.2 Subject: Authorization of City Manager to Renegotiate, Renew and Extend Existing 
Police Services Contract with the Sacramento County Sheriff's Department through 
December 2017. 
Recommendation: That the City Council authorize the City Manager to renegotiate its 
current contract with the Sacramento County Sheriff's Department through 2017. 
 
Staff Report: Brian S. Nakamura, City Manager. 
Advances Goals: 1, 2, 3, 5. 

 

14. COUNCIL REQUESTS FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 

15. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

16. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Mayor Skoglund will adjourn the meeting to closed session in the Community Board 
Room. 

 

17. CLOSED SESSION - CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 

 

Council Members Budge, McGarvey, Sander, Terry and Mayor Skoglund. 
 

18. CLOSED SESSION 

 

Council may adjourn to Closed Session to discuss the following item(s): 
 

 CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL--ANTICIPATED LITIGATION  
Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision (d) of Section 
54956.9: (Number of potential cases: 1). 

 

19. OPEN SESSION - REPORT FROM CLOSED SESSION 

 

The City Attorney will report on action taken in Closed Session. 
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20. ADJOURNMENT 
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  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 

 

UNLESS THE COUNCIL ADOPTS A MOTION TO EXTEND THE MEETING, ANY ITEM THAT IS 
NOT INITIATED BEFORE 11:00 PM WILL BE CONTINUED TO THE NEXT DAY AT 5:30 PM OR 
SCHEDULED ON THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING AGENDA OF THE COUNCIL. 
 
Public documents related to items on the open session portion of this agenda, which are distributed to 
the City Council less than 72 hours prior to the meeting, shall be available for public inspection at the 
time the documents are distributed to the Council.  Documents are available for inspection at the City 
Clerk's office located in Rancho Cordova City Hall. 
 
The agenda items are accessible on the City’s website at www.cityofranchocordova.org on Thursdays 
or Fridays prior to the Regular City Council Meeting. 
 

 
CITYWIDE GOALS - (Adopted March 27, 2012) 

 

1. Promote the Positive Image of Rancho Cordova 
2. Ensure a Safe, Inviting  and Livable Community 
3. Empower Responsible Citizenship 
4. Establish Logical City Boundaries that Provide Regional Leadership and   

Address Financial Challenges 

5. Ensure the Availability of the Best Public Services in the Region while 
Practicing Sound Fiscal Management 

6. Drive Diverse Economic Opportunities 
 

 

 
 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS - PROPOSED 

 

Monday, January 5, 2015 Regular City Council Meeting (5:30 PM) - CANCELLED 
Tuesday, January 6 – 

Wednesday, January 7, 2015 
All Day City Council and Staff Learning Retreat 

Tuesday, January 20, 2015 
(Tuesday due to Holiday) 

City Council Regular Meeting (5:30 PM) 

Monday, February 2, 2015 City Council Study Session (4:00 PM) and Regular Meeting (5:30 
PM) 
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If you have any technical questions related to the agenda items, please contact the appropriate 
department as follows: 
 

 

DEPARTMENTAL GENERAL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

Building and Safety Division (916) 851-8760 

City Attorney’s Office (916) 556-1531 
City Clerk’s Department (916) 851-8720 
City Manager’s Office (916) 851-8800 
Communications Department (916) 851-8791 
Economic Development Department (916) 851-8780 
Finance Department (916) 851-8730 
Housing Division (916) 851-8784 
Human Resources Department (916) 851-8740 
IT Department (916) 851-8700 
Neighborhood Services – Animal Services (916) 851-8770 
Parks & Recreation (Cordova Recreation & Park District) (916) 362-1841 
Planning Department (916) 851-8750 
Public Works Department (916) 851-8710 

Rancho Cordova Police Department (916) 875-9600 
Redevelopment Department (916) 851-8780 
Sac Metro Fire District (916) 859-4300 

 

 
The Rancho Cordova City Council/Successor Agency to the CRA/RCFC will be videotaped in its 
entirety and will be cablecast without interruption on Metro Cable 14, the Government Affairs 
Channel on the Comcast and SureWest Cable Systems. Closed Captioning will be available on 
the playback cablecast. Tune to Metro Cable Channel 14, for playback times. A VHS copy is 
available for check out from any library branch, a DVD copy is available from the City Clerk’s 
Department, and a webcast of this meeting will be available for viewing via video streaming from 
the City’s website within 48 hours of adjournment of this meeting. The City does not control 
scheduling of this telecast and persons interested in watching the televised meeting should 
confirm this schedule with Metro Cable TV, Channel 14. 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need a disability-related 
modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, to participate in this meeting, 
please contact the City Clerk’s Office at (916) 851-8720 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
 

CERTIFICATION OF POSTING OF AGENDA 

 

I, Mindy Cuppy, MMC, City Clerk for the City of Rancho Cordova, declare that the foregoing 
agenda for the Monday, December 15, 2014 Regular Meeting of the Rancho Cordova City 
Council/Successor Agency to the CRA/RCFC was posted and available for review on Thursday, 
December 11, 2014 at City Hall of the City of Rancho Cordova, 2729 Prospect Park Drive, 
Rancho Cordova, California, 95670. The agenda is also available on the city website at 
www.cityofranchocordova.org. 
 
Signed Thursday, December 11, 2014 at Rancho Cordova, California. 

 
 



 

 

 
 

CONCURRENT MEETING 
CITY COUNCIL/SUCCESSOR AGENCY TO THE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT 

AGENCY (CRA)/RANCHO CORDOVA FINANCING CORPORATION (RCFC) 

 

City Hall 
2729 Prospect Park Drive, Rancho Cordova 

 

Monday, December 01, 2014 

 
4:00 PM – Special Meeting 

American River Community Room North 

 
5:30 PM – Regular Meeting 

David B. Roberts Council Chambers 

 

Special Meeting/Work Session to Follow the Regular Meeting 

 
DRAFT MINUTES 

 

1. STUDY SESSION - CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 

 

Mayor Skoglund called the special meeting to order in the American River Community 
Room North at 4:12 PM. 

 

Council Members Present: McGarvey, Skoglund, Budge, Terry, Sander (4:36 PM) 
 

Council Members Absent: None 
 

Staff Members Present: Lindgren, Cuppy, Junker, Chinn, Downton, Haven, 
Jordan, Nakamura 

 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Mayor Skoglund opened the public comment period. The following individuals 
addressed the Council:  

• Theresa Stanley 
• Morjana Coffman 
• Holly Wunder Stiles 

Mayor Skoglund closed the public comment period. 
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3. SPECIAL MEETING ITEM 

 

3.1 Subject: Upcoming Zoning Code Amendments – Process and Schedule Overview. 

Recommendation: Consider the project information and provide direction relative to 
public outreach as appropriate. 
Result of Recommended Action: Staff is in the process of preparing various 
amendments to the Zoning Code that will clarify and enhance the standards and 
procedures within the Zoning Code, consistent with the scope of work presented 
herein.  This discussion will provide Council direction on the appropriate level of public 
outreach and Council Study Sessions to be conducted within this update process. 
Council.  The Zoning Code Amendments are anticipated to be presented for Council 
action in Spring 2015. 
Staff Report: Jessica Jordan, Principal Planner. 
Advances Goals: 1, 2, 6. 

 

ACTION: The Council appointed Linda Budge and David Sander to serve on a  
sub-committee to discuss zoning code amendments.  

 

4. ADJOURNMENT OF STUDY SESSION 

 

Mayor Skoglund adjourned the meeting at 5:11 PM. 

 

5. REGULAR MEETING - CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 

 

Mayor Skoglund called the regular meeting to order in the David B. Roberts Council 
Chambers at 5:39 PM. 

 

Council Members Present: McGarvey, Skoglund, Budge, Sander, Terry 
 

Council Members Absent: None 
 

Staff Members Present: Nakamura, Lindgren, Cuppy, Junker, Silva, Chinn, 
Downton, Hayes, Holt, Simpson, Goold, Behrends, 
Sparkman, Samuelson, George 

 

6. METRO CABLE TV TELEVISION ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

The City Clerk read the meetings recordings and playback schedules. 
  
ACTION: Motion to move item 17.5 to Consent Public Hearing and item 18.2 to Consent by 

Budge second by Sander; Carried by a 5:0 roll call vote. 
  
7. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Lee Garrison led the pledge. 

 

8. INVOCATION 

 

 Frank Russell from Sacramento County Law Enforcement Chaplaincy gave the 
invocation. 
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9. CERTIFICATION OF NOVEMBER 4, 2014 ELECTION 

 

9.1 Subject: Certification of the Results of the November 4, 2014 General Municipal 
Election with Regard to Members of the City Council and One Measure. 
Recommendation: Adopt Resolution No. 133-2014. 
Result of Recommended Action:  Adoption of the Resolution results in the City’s 
compliance with California Elections Code Regulations 10262, 10263, and 10264, 
which, in part, state that the governing body shall declare the results of each election 
under its jurisdiction.  
Staff Report:  Mindy Cuppy, MMC, City Clerk’s Department. 
Advances Goals: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 

 

Mayor Skoglund opened the public comment period. The following individuals 
addressed the Council: 

• Jeff Hawkes, in regards to Sales Tax Measure. 

Mayor Skoglund closed the public comment period. 

 

City Clerk, Mindy Cuppy, announced the results of the election. 

 

ACTION: Motion to approve by Budge second by Terry; 
Carried by a 5:0 roll call vote.  

 

10. SPECIAL CEREMONIES – SWEAR IN COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

10.1 Swearing-in and Seating of Re-elected Council Members. 
 
Linda Budge was sworn in to a 4-year term as Council Member by Lee Garrison.  
 
Dan Skoglund was sworn in to a 4-year term as Council Member by Lindsay Skoglund. 

 

11. CELEBRATORY BREAK 

 

AT THIS POINT:  Council took a brief recess at 5:51 PM. The full council resumed at 6:07 PM. 

 

12. PRESENTATIONS 

 

12.1 2014 Digital Cities Award Presented by Alan Cox on Behalf of the Center for Digital 
Government. 

 

13. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Mayor Skoglund opened the public comment period. The following individuals 
addressed the Council:  

• James Feci, regarding Stingray device. 
• Carol Wilfley, regarding fees sign at park. 
• Jeff Hawkes, regarding the Grapevine Newspaper. 

Mayor Skoglund closed the public comment period. 
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AT THIS POINT:  City Attorney, Adam Lindgren, requested to add adoption of an urgency 
resolution to the end of the agenda as item 18.3 

 

14. COUNCIL REPORTS 

 

Council reported on events since the last meeting. 

 

15. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS - ROLL CALL VOTE 

 

Item 18.2 was moved to consent.  

City Clerk, Mindy Cuppy, announced the results the mail ballot election relating to the 
imposition of the Stormwater Utility Fee on the North Douglas Project, item 15.5. All 
three ballots were received and in affirmative. Item 15.5 passes. 

City Clerk announced that item 18.2 has a revised resolution which was presented to 
council. 

 

ACTION: Motion to approve items 15.1 - 15.5 and item 18.2 by Budge second by Terry; 
Carried by a 5:0 roll call vote.  

 

15.1 Subject: Meeting Minutes of November 17, 2014 Regular Meeting. 

Recommendation: Adopt Minutes. 

 

15.2 Subject: Second Reading of Ordinance No. 27-2014, Amending Title 1, Title 16, and 
Title 23 of the Municipal Code to Establish Procedures for Imposing Special 
Assessments and Recording Liens Against Properties with Delinquent Code 
Enforcement Fees, Charges, Penalties and Related Costs. 
Recommendation: Waive the second reading and adopt Ordinance No. 27-2014. 
Result of Recommended Action:  If approved, this Ordinance will establish 
procedures for the City to collect delinquent code enforcement fees (including fees for 
nuisance abatement, rental housing inspections, zoning code enforcement, weed and 
graffiti abatement) by recording liens and imposing special assessments (tax liens) 
against properties, allowing the City to be made whole for such costs.  This will help 
shift the cost of enforcement of these laws to those who violate them. 
Staff Report: Adam Lindgren, City Attorney’s office; Donna Silva, Finance Director; 
and Kerry Simpson, Neighborhood Services Manager. 
Advances Goals: 1,2,3, 5. 

 

15.3 Subject: Second Reading of Ordinance No. 28-2014, Approving a Rezone and 
Development Agreement Amendment for Anatolia IV - Project No. DD8471. 
Recommendation: Waive the second reading and adopt Ordinance No. 28-2014. 
Result of Recommended Action: Anatolia IV is a previously approved residential 
development bordered by Chrysanthy Boulevard to the north and Rancho Cordova 
Parkway to the east within the Sunridge Specific Plan. Approval of the project would 
allow reconfiguration of the previous approved residential subdivision and removal of 
the neighborhood park feature, increased residential lot size resulting in overall 
reduction in units from 203 single family lots to 139 single family lots. Additionally, 
approval of the project would allow for amendments to the previously adopted 
Development Agreement to address the removal of the park feature and infrastructure 
requirements.  These modifications reflect the recent updates to the City’s open 
space/park standards and public works improvement timing and standards. 
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Staff Report: Matthew Diaz, Associate Planner. 
Advances Goals: 1, 2, 6. 

 

15.4 Subject: Resolution Approving the Extension of the Subdivision Improvement 
Agreement for Capital Village Phase III. 
Recommendation: Approve Resolution No. 139-2014, pertaining to the extension of 
the Subdivision Improvement Agreement for the Final Map of Capital Village III 
recorded in Book 364 of Maps, Page 4. 
Result of Recommended Action: Adoption of this resolution will result in the City 
entering into a Subdivision Improvement Agreement (Exhibit 1) with Beazer Homes 
Holdings Corp., a Delaware Corporation assuring the completion of the construction of 
the public roads and utilities. 
Staff Report: Cyrus Abhar, Public Works Director and Marilyn Phelps, Assistant Land 
Surveyor. 
Advances Goals: 4, 6. 

 

15.5 Subject: Resolution Declaring the Results of the Mail Ballot Election Relating to the 
Imposition of the Stormwater Utility Fee on the North Douglas Project in the City of 
Rancho Cordova. 
Recommendation:  Adopt Resolution No. 132-2014, declaring the results of the mail 
ballot election relating to the imposition of the Stormwater Utility Fee on the North 
Douglas Project. 
Result of Recommended Action: Adoption of the Resolution will declare the results of 
the tabulation of ballots in connection with the imposition of the annual Stormwater 
Utility Fee on the North Douglas Project. If majority approval exists, the City Council 
may impose the annual Stormwater Utility Fee on the North Douglas Project pursuant 
to the Fee Ordinance. If there is no majority approval, the Stormwater Utility Fee shall 
not be imposed for the project. 
Staff Report: Elizabeth Sparkman, Senior Engineer. 
Advances Goal: 5. 

 

18.2 Subject: Authorize Execution of Agreements with California State Board of 
Equalization. 
Recommendation: Staff recommends adoption of Resolution No. 137-2014, 
authorizing the City Manager to execute agreements with the California State Board of 
Equalization (BOE) for implementation of the City’s voter approved local transaction 
and use tax. 
Result of Recommended Action: Adoption of this resolution will authorize the City 
Manager to enter into two agreements, subject to review from the City Attorney's 
Office, with the BOE for the preparation of the Tax and the administration of the Tax 
going forward. Both agreements are necessary to ensure the City begins collecting the 
Tax in a timely manner. 
Staff Report: Liisa Behrends, Senior Accountant. 
Advances Goal: 5. 

 

16. CONSENT PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS - ROLL CALL VOTE 

 

Item 17.5 was moved to consent public hearing.  

 

17.5 Subject: A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Rancho Cordova, Amending 
Master Fee Schedule and Establishing New Fees for Repeat Nuisance Service Calls. 
Recommendation: Adopt Resolution No. 136-2014. 
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Result of Recommended Action:  Adoption of Resolution No. 136-2014, will amend 
the City’s Master Fee Schedule by establishing an amount for the Repeat Nuisance 
Service Call Fee, as required by Rancho Cordova Municipal Code section 16.18.1603.  
If adopted, the City will impose the established amount in order to help recoup the 
costs associated with responding to private properties that are the subject or location of 
excessive nuisance service calls. 
Staff Report: Kerry Simpson, Neighborhood Services Manager. 
Advances Goals: 1, 2, 3. 

 

Mayor Skoglund opened the public comment period. There were no speakers. Mayor 
Skoglund closed the public comment period. 

 

ACTION: Motion to approve by Budge second by Terry; 
Carried by a 5:0 roll call vote.  

 

17. PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS 

 

17.1 Subject: SunRidge General Commercial Overlay Zoning District. Item continued from 
August 18, 2014 Regular City Council Meeting. 
Recommendation: Consider options and provide direction for establishing a SunRidge 
General Commercial Overlay District to regulate various uses upon SunRidge General 
Commercial properties. 
Result of Recommended Action: Council direction would allow staff to prepare action 
documents to establish a SunRidge General Commercial Overlay District that would 
affect General Commercial zoned properties south of Douglas Road within the 
SunRidge Specific Plan area. This new Overlay District would change the allowed uses 
within such properties. Specifically, some uses would not be permitted or would require 
a discretionary permit within these parcels. This item would return to Council at a 
subsequent meeting for formal action. 
Staff Report: Paul Junker, Planning Director. 
Advances Goals: 1, 2, 5, 6. 

 

Mayor Skoglund opened the public comment period. The following individuals 
addressed the Council:  

• Howard Wilkins, representing Donahue Schriber. 
• Tim Taron, representing AKT Development. 

Mayor Skoglund closed the public comment period. 

 

ACTION: Motion to Continue to December 15, 2014 by Terry second by Budge; 
Carried by a 5:0 roll call vote.  

 

17.2 Subject: Point East Hotel and Event Center Conditional Use Permit, Design Review, 
and Adjustment; Project No. DD8533 - Located at 11212 Point East Drive. 
Recommendation: Adopt Resolution 135-2014. 
Result of Recommended Action: Adoption of Resolution No. 135-2014 would allow 
construction of a new four-story 53,600 square foot 89-room extended stay hotel, new 
5,890 square foot event center, outdoor seating, new parking and landscaping on an 
undeveloped section of an parcel at the northeast corner of Point East Drive and 
Folsom Boulevard. 
Staff Report: Matthew Diaz, Associate Planner. 
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Advances Goals: 1, 2, 5, 6. 

 

Mayor Skoglund opened the public comment period. The following individuals 
addressed the Council:  

• The applicant addressed council's questions. 

Mayor Skoglund closed the public comment period. 
 

ACTION: Motion to approve by Budge second by Sander; 
Carried by a 5:0 roll call vote. 

 

17.3 Subject: Capital Village Phase III & IV Design Review Amendments- Project No. 
DD8534 – Located at the northwest east side of Zinfandel Drive and south of 
International Drive. 
Recommendation: Adopt Resolution 134-2014. 
Result of Recommended Action: Adoption of Resolution No. 134-2014 would permit 
the applicant to construct homes within the Capital Village subdivision Phase III and IV 
with the revised housing plans. These amendments included additional square footage 
and floor plan alterations resulting in changes in facades. 
Staff Report: Matthew Diaz, Associate Planner. 
Advances Goals: 1, 2, 6. 

 

Mayor Skoglund opened the public comment period. The following individuals 
addressed the Council:  

• The applicant, Ken Dohrn from Beazer Homes, addressed council's questions. 
• Matt Cummings, regarding item 17.3. 

Mayor Skoglund closed the public comment period. 

 

AT THIS POINT:  Council took a recess at 8:50 PM. The full council reconvened at 9:09 PM. 

 

Council Member Budge recused herself from item 17.3 due to a real property interest. 

 

ACTION: Motion to approve by Terry second by McGarvey; 
Carried by a 4:0 roll call vote (Budge recused). 

 

17.4 Subject: General Plan Amendments for the Kassis Property, Plaza de Oro, General 
Plan/Zoning Consistency Table Suncreek Specific Plan and the Natural Resources 
Element. 
Recommendation: Adopt Resolution No. 138-2014, and introduce and waive the first 
reading of Ordinance No. 29-2014. 
Result of Recommended Action: The proposed actions will, collectively, resolve 
minor issues within the General Plan and remedy minor inconsistencies between the 
General Plan and the Zoning Code. Where land use designations are proposed to 
change, such changes are intended to more accurately reflect the existing land use of 
the subject parcels. 
Staff Report: Paul Junker, Planning Director and Pam Johns, Special Projects 
Manager. 
Advances Goals: 2, 5, 6. 
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Mayor Skoglund opened the public comment period. There were no speakers. Mayor 
Skoglund closed the public comment period. 

 
Item 17.4 was separated for discussion by property in order to identify any conflict of interest 
 
Kassis Property 
 
Council Member Sander recused himself from the Kassis Property portion of item 17.4 due to 
real property interest.  
 
Council Member Budge recused herself from the Kassis Property portion of item 17.4 due to 
campaign contributions. 

 

ACTION: Motion to approve Kassis property portion of item 17.4 by Terry second by 
McGarvey; 
Carried by a 3:0 roll call vote (Budge and Sander recused). 

 
Plaza de Oro 
 
ACTION: Motion to approve Plaza de Oro portion of item 17.4 by Sander second by Budge; 

Carried by a 5:0 roll call vote. 
 
General Plan/Zoning Consistency Table 
 
ACTION: Motion to approve General Plan/Zoning portion by Terry second by Budge; 

Carried by a 5:0 roll call vote.  
 
Suncreek Specific Plan 
 
ACTION: Motion to approve Suncreek Specific Plan portion by Terry second by Budge; 

Carried by a 5:0 roll call vote.  
 
Natural Resources Element 

 

ACTION: Motion to approve Natural Resources Element portion by Budge second by Terry; 
Carried by a 5:0 roll call vote.  

 

ACTION: Motion to adopt Resolution No. 138-2014 and waive first reading and introduce 
ordinance 29-2014 by Terry second by McGarvey; 
Carried by a 3:0 roll call vote (Budge and Sander recused). 

 

NOTE:  Item 17.5 approved under Consent Public Hearing. 

 

18. REGULAR CALENDAR ITEMS 

 

18.1 Subject: Selection of 2015 Mayor and Vice Mayor. 

Recommendation: That Council select its Mayor and Vice Mayor for 2015. 
Result of Recommended Action: Council will appoint its leadership officers, per 
Resolution No. 5-2004. The ceremonial seating of the new Mayor and Vice Mayor will 
take place at the next regular Council meeting on December 15, 2014. 
Staff Report: Mindy Cuppy, MMC, City Clerk's Department. 
Advances Goals: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 
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ACTION: Motion to appoint Robert J. McGarvey as Mayor and Davis Sander and Vice 
Mayor by Skoglund second by Terry; 
Carried by a 5:0 roll call vote. 

 
18.2 Subject: Authorize Execution of Agreements with California State Board of 

Equalization. ITEM MOVED TO CONSENT. 
 

ITEM 18.3 URGENCY ITEM ADDED 

 

18.3 Subject: Urgency Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Pay Fees Required to 
Obtain Building Permits for the Mather Veterans Village Project in Order to Meet the 
California Tax Credit Association Deadlines. 

 
ACTION: 

 
Motion to add urgency item 18.3 to the agenda by Budge second by Terry;  
Carried by a 5:0 roll call vote based on the following findings: 
 

1. The item came to our attention after the posting of this meetings agenda; 
and 

2. This item requires immediate attention prior to the next regularly scheduled 
meeting.  

 
ACTION: Motion to approve item 18.3 and adopt Resolution No. 140-2014 by Budge second 

by Terry; Carried by 5:0 roll call vote. 

 

19. COUNCIL REQUESTS FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 

Budge requested a planning practice to track items, specifically bringing back issues 
with dates on them. 

Sander requested joint meeting with Cordova Community Council Board, Council 
discussion on how we are dealing with West La Loma, and a bee keeping ordinance. 

 

20. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

 City Attorney’s Discussion of Implementation of Recent Ordinances Carried. 

 

 Major Development Projects Update Given by Planning Department. 

 

21. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Mayor Skoglund adjourned the meeting to closed session in the Community Board 
Room in memory of Toby Johnson at 10:44 PM. 

 

22. CLOSED SESSION - CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 
Mayor Skoglund called the closed session to order in the Community Board Room 
at 10:40 PM. 
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Council Members Present: McGarvey, Skoglund, Budge, Sander, Terry 
 

Council Members Absent: None 
 

Staff Members Present: Lindgren, Junker, Chinn, Haven, Nakamura 

 

23. CLOSED SESSION 
 

The Council met in closed session to discuss the following item: 
 

 CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL--ANTICIPATED LITIGATION  
Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision (d) of Section 
54956.9: (Number of potential cases: 1). 

 

24. OPEN SESSION - REPORT FROM CLOSED SESSION 

 

City Attorney, Adam Lindgren, reported that there was no reportable action take in 
closed session.  

 

25. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Mayor Skoglund adjourned the meeting at 11:20 PM. 

 

 
 
______________________________ 
Mindy Cuppy, MMC, City Clerk 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: December 15, 2014 
 

TO: Honorable Mayor and Council Members 
 

FROM: Mindy Cuppy, MMC, City Clerk 
 

SUBJECT: 2015 CITY COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

Staff recommends that Council review personal calendars to ensure that our council meetings 
do not conflict with other commitments. A City Hall Events calendar is created in Outlook 
(attached) that lists conferences, regional boards and commissions meetings, and community 
events.  
 
New to 2015, staff is recommending that our annual dark day is moved from August to the 
second regular meeting in July so that the recess corresponds to when schools are typically out 
of session.  

 
RESULT OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
Action on this item will confirm the 2015 Rancho Cordova City Council meeting schedule. 
 
BACKGROUND 

 
In December, as part of its annual business planning for the upcoming year, the City Council 
reviews the next year’s calendar and determines its meeting schedule for the following year. 
Below are the proposed City Council Meeting dates for 2015: 
 

JANUARY 

Monday, January 5 5:30 PM Regular Meeting 
PROPOSE TO CANCEL/RETREAT JANUARY 6-7 

Tuesday, January 6 -  
Wednesday, January 7 

All Day 
City Council and Staff Learning Retreat 

Tuesday, January 20 
(Tuesday due to holiday) 

5:30 PM Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, January 27 5:30 PM Special Meeting/Work Session 

 

FEBRUARY 

Monday, February 2 4:00 PM Special Meeting/Study Session 
5:30 PM Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, February 17 
(Tuesday due to holiday) 

5:30 PM Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, February 24 5:30 PM Special Meeting/Work Session 
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MARCH 

Monday, March 2 4:00 PM Special Meeting/Study Session 
5:30 PM Regular Meeting 

Monday, March 16 5:30 PM Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, March 24 5:30 PM Special Meeting/Work Session 

 

APRIL 

Monday, April 6 4:00 PM Special Meeting/Study Session 
5:30 PM Regular Meeting 

Monday, April 20 5:30 PM Regular Meeting 
PROPOSE TO CANCEL/CAP-TO-CAP CONFLICT 

Tuesday, April 28 5:30 PM Special Meeting/Work Session 

 

MAY 

Monday, May 4 4:00 PM Special Meeting/Study Session 
5:30 PM Regular Meeting 

Monday, May 18 5:30 PM Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, May 26 5:30 PM Special Meeting/Work Session 

 

JUNE 

Monday, June 1 4:00 PM Special Meeting/Study Session 
5:30 PM Regular Meeting 

Monday, June 15 5:30 PM Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, June30 5:30 PM Special Meeting/Closed Session 
City Manager Evaluation 

 

JULY 

Monday, July 6 4:00 PM Special Meeting/Study Session 
5:30 PM Regular Meeting 

Monday, July 20 5:30 PM Regular Meeting 
PROPOSE TO CANCEL/COUNCIL DARK DAY 

Tuesday, July 28 5:30 PM Special Meeting/Work Session 

 

AUGUST 

Monday, August 3 5:30 PM Regular Meeting 

Monday, August 17 5:30 PM Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, August 25 5:30 PM Special Meeting/Work Session 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Tuesday, September 8 
(Tuesday due to holiday) 

5:30 PM Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, September 15 5:30 PM Regular Meeting 

Monday, September 21 5:30 PM Special Meeting/Work Session 

 

OCTOBER 

Monday, October 5 4:00 PM Special Meeting/Study Session 
5:30 PM Regular Meeting 

Monday, October 19 5:30 PM Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, October 27 5:30 PM Special Meeting/Work Session 
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NOVEMBER 

Monday, November 2 4:00 PM Special Meeting/Study Session 
5:30 PM Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, November 10 5:30 PM Special Meeting/Work Session 

Monday, November 1 5:30 PM Regular Meeting 

 

DECEMBER 

Monday, December 7 4:00 PM Special Meeting/Study Session 
5:30 PM Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, December 15 5:30 PM Special Meeting/Work Session 

Monday, December 21 5:30 PM Regular Meeting 

 
To ensure maximum attendance of council members and the community in our legislative 
process, we constantly monitor local, state, and national events, including the League of 
California Cities, the National League of Cities, the California Redevelopment Association, the 
American Society for Public Administration, and various other events and conferences that the 
council and the community may be participating in. Attached is a detailed calendar showing 
such events.  
 
The attached calendar is created in Outlook and automatically is added to personal calendars of 
all City Council Member and staff who have requested it. The City Clerk’s department, with 
assistance from Administrative Professionals in each department, constantly monitors the 
calendar for accuracy and makes instant updates to the master calendar which then updates 
City Council and Staff Outlook calendars.  
 
This calendar is constantly updated and the current calendar can be found in Outlook: 
 
 � Folder List (Ctrl + 6) 
  � Public Folders 
   � All Public Folders 
    � City Hall Events 
 
ATTACHMENT 

 

2015 Outlook City Hall Events Calendar 

13

AGENDA ITEM 10.2



1 12/10/2014 9:46 PMMindy Cuppy

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

January 2015

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28

February 2015

January 2015
D
e
c 
2
8
 -
 J
a
n
 3

Dec 28 29 30 31 Jan 1, 15 2 3

 New Year's Day Holiday - City Hall Closed  Timesheets Due

Ja
n
 4
 -
 1
0

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

 City Council Regular Meeting (5:30)  Council/Staff Retreat 1:30pm 2:30pm Sacramento 

Transportation Authority (STA) Board 

Meeting (Sacramento County Board 

of Supervisors Chambers)

 Pay Day

8:30am 10:30am Capital Southeast 

Connector JPA (City Council 

Chambers)

9:00am 4:00pm FCUSD - School District 

Special Board Meeting (1965 

Birkmont Drive, Rancho Cordova, 

Room 405E)

Ja
n
 1
1
 -
 1
7

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

5:00pm 7:00pm Sacramento Regional 

Transit (RT) Board Meeting (5:00 

Closed Session, 6:00 Open Session) 

(Regional Transit Library (Room 222), 

1400 29th Street, Sacramento)

 LOCC New Mayors & Council Members Academy (Sacramento)

9:00am 10:30am Sacramento Central 

Groundwater Authority Board (10600 

Goethe Road, Sacramento)

9:30am 11:30am Sacramento Regional 

Sanitation District/Sacramento Area 

Sewer District Board Meeting (700 H 

Street, Suite 1450, Sacramento)

 LOCC Policy Committee Meetings (Sacramento)

8:00am 9:30am Rancho Cordova 

Chamber of Commerce Board 

Meeting

9:00am 12:00pm Sacramento Area 

Council of Governments (SACOG) 

Board Meeting (1415 L Street, Suite 

300, Sacramento)

 Timesheets Due

11:30am 1:00pm Rancho Cordova 

Luncheon (American River 

Community Rooms)

Ja
n
 1
8
 -
 2
4

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

 Martin Luther King Jr. Day Holiday - City Hall Closed City Council Regular Meeting (5:30) (Community Board Room; Council Chambers) - Mindy Cuppy

10:00am 12:00pm Sacramento-Yolo 

Mosquito & Vector Control District 

Board (8631 Bond Road, Elk Grove)

 83rd Conference of Mayors Winter Meeting (Washington, DC)

 US Conference of Mayors 83rd Winter Meeting (Washington, DC)

6:30pm 8:30pm Cordova Recreation and 

Park District (CRPD) Board Meeting 

(David B. Roberts Council Chambers)

9:30am 10:30am Sacramento 

Metropolitan Air Quality Management

District (SMAQMD) Board Meeting (C

3:00pm 5:00pm Sacramento Public 

Library Authority Governing Board (Co

6:00pm 8:00pm FCUSD - School District 

Board Meeting (1965 Birkmont Drive, 

 Pay Day

5:00pm 7:00pm Sacramento Asian Pacific

Chamber of Commerce 2015 Awards 

(Hyatt Regency Sacramento)

Ja
n
 2
5
 -
 3
1

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

5:00pm 9:00pm Sacramento Regional 

Transit (RT) Board Meeting (5:00 

Closed Session, 6:00 Open Session) 

(Regional Transit Library (Room 222), 

1400 29th Street, Sacramento)

 City Council Special Meeting/Work Session  LOCC City Managers Department Meeting (San Francisco, CA)

9:30am 11:30am Sacramento Regional 

Sanitation District/Sacramento Area 

Sewer District Board Meeting (700 H 

Street, Suite 1450, Sacramento)

5:30pm 7:30pm Aloha Rancho Cordova: 

Chamber of Commerce Annual 

Installation Dinner (Sunrise Event 

Center, 11167 Trade Center Drive, 

Rancho Cordova)

 Timesheets Due

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

City Hall Events Outlook Calendar
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28

February 2015

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

March 2015

February 2015
Fe
b
 1
 -
 7

Feb 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

 Super Bowl Sunday  City Council Special Meeting (4:00) and Regular Meeting (5:30) 2:30pm 3:30pm Sacramento Metro Cable

Television Commission Board Meeting

(County Board of Supervisors 

Chambers, )

6:00pm 8:00pm FCUSD - School District 

Board Meeting (1965 Birkmont Drive, 

Rancho Cordova)

 Pay Day

Fe
b
 8
 -
 1
4

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

7:00pm 8:00pm Cordova Community 

Council Rancho Cordova Night at the 

Kings - TENTATIVE (Sleep Train Arena 

/ Time TBD)

5:00pm 7:00pm Sacramento Regional 

Transit (RT) Board Meeting (5:00 

Closed Session, 6:00 Open Session) 

(Regional Transit Library (Room 222), 

1400 29th Street, Sacramento)

9:30am 11:30am Sacramento Regional 

Sanitation District/Sacramento Area 

Sewer District Board Meeting (700 H 

Street, Suite 1450, Sacramento)

 Lincoln's Birthday

1:30pm 2:30pm Sacramento 

Transportation Authority (STA) Board 

Meeting (Sacramento County Board 

of Supervisors Chambers)

 MMANC Winter Forum (Oakland, CA)

 Timesheets Due

8:30am 10:30am Capital Southeast 

Connector JPA (City Council 

Chambers)

 Valentine's Day

Fe
b
 1
5
 -
 2
1

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

 President's Day Holiday - City Hall Closed  CSMFO Annual Conference (Monterey, CA)

 City Council Regular Meeting (5:30) (Community Board Room; Council Chambers) - Mindy Cuppy

10:00am 12:00pm Sacramento-Yolo 

Mosquito & Vector Control District 

Board (8631 Bond Road, Elk Grove)

6:30pm 8:30pm Cordova Recreation and 

Park District (CRPD) Board Meeting 

(David B. Roberts Council Chambers)

7:30am 9:00am Rancho Cordova IAAP 

Meeting (City Hall)

8:00am 9:30am Rancho Cordova 

Chamber of Commerce Board 

Meeting

9:00am 12:00pm Sacramento Area 

Council of Governments (SACOG) 

Board Meeting (1415 L Street, Suite 3

6:00pm 8:00pm FCUSD - School District 

Board Meeting (1965 Birkmont Drive, 

 Pay Day

11:30am 1:00pm Rancho Cordova 

Luncheon (American River 

Community Rooms)

Fe
b
 2
2
 -
 2
8

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

5:00pm 9:00pm Sacramento Regional 

Transit (RT) Board Meeting (5:00 

Closed Session, 6:00 Open Session) 

(Regional Transit Library (Room 222), 

1400 29th Street, Sacramento)

 City Council Special Meeting/Work Session  Memorial Day Holiday - City Hall Closed

9:30am 11:30am Sacramento Regional 

Sanitation District/Sacramento Area 

Sewer District Board Meeting (700 H 

Street, Suite 1450, Sacramento)

9:30am 10:30am Sacramento 

Metropolitan Air Quality Management

District (SMAQMD) Board Meeting 

(County Board of Supervisors 

Chambers)

3:00pm 5:00pm Sacramento Public 

Library Authority Governing Board 

(County Board of Supervisors 

Chambers)

8:00am 5:00pm Corporate Report

 Timesheets Due

8:00am 9:30am Business Outlook 

Economic Forecast (Time and 

Location TBD)

10:00am 5:00pm Rancho Cordova 

Corporate Report (Time and Location 

TBD)

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

City Hall Events Outlook Calendar
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Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

March 2015

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30

April 2015

March 2015
M
a
r 
1
 -
 7

Mar 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

 City Council Special Meeting (4:00) and Regular Meeting (5:30)  LOCC Planning Commissioners Academy (Newport Beach, CA)

2:30pm 3:30pm Sacramento Metro Cable

Television Commission Board Meeting

(County Board of Supervisors 

Chambers, )

6:00pm 8:00pm FCUSD - School District 

Board Meeting (1965 Birkmont Drive, 

Rancho Cordova)

 ASPA Annual Conference (Chicago, IL)

 Pay Day

 NLC Congressional City Conference (Washington, DC)

M
a
r 
8
 -
 1
4

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

 ASPA Annual Conference (Chicago, IL)

 NLC Congressional City Conference (Washington, DC)

 Daylight Savings Time Begins - Spring Forward5:00pm 7:00pm Sacramento Regional 

Transit (RT) Board Meeting (5:00 

Closed Session, 6:00 Open Session) 

(Regional Transit Library (Room 222), 

1400 29th Street, Sacramento)

9:00am 10:30am Sacramento Central Gro

9:30am 11:30am Sacramento Regional 

Sanitation District/Sacramento Area 

Sewer District Board Meeting (700 H 

Street, Suite 1450, Sacramento)

1:30pm 2:30pm Sacramento 

Transportation Authority (STA) Board 

Meeting (Sacramento County Board 

of Supervisors Chambers)

 Timesheets Due

8:30am 10:30am Capital Southeast 

Connector JPA (City Council 

Chambers)

6:00pm 9:00pm Cordova Community 

Council 16th Volunteer Awards 

(American River Rooms)

M
a
r 
1
5
 -
 2
1

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

 City Council Regular Meeting (5:30) (Community Board Room; Council Chambers) - Mindy Cuppy St Patrick's Day

10:00am 12:00pm Sacramento-Yolo 

Mosquito & Vector Control District 

Board (8631 Bond Road, Elk Grove)

6:30pm 8:30pm Cordova Recreation and 

Park District (CRPD) Board Meeting 

(David B. Roberts Council Chambers)

7:30am 9:00am Rancho Cordova IAAP 

Meeting (City Hall)

8:00am 9:30am Rancho Cordova 

Chamber of Commerce Board 

Meeting

9:00am 12:00pm Sacramento Area 

Council of Governments (SACOG) Boa

6:00pm 8:00pm FCUSD - School District 

Board Meeting (1965 Birkmont Drive, 

 Pay Day

11:30am 1:00pm Rancho Cordova 

Luncheon (American River 

Community Rooms)

M
a
r 
2
2
 -
 2
8

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

5:00pm 9:00pm Sacramento Regional 

Transit (RT) Board Meeting (5:00 

Closed Session, 6:00 Open Session) 

(Regional Transit Library (Room 222), 

1400 29th Street, Sacramento)

 City Council Special Meeting/Work Session  LOCC Public Works Officers Institute (Newport Beach, CA)

9:30am 11:30am Sacramento Regional 

Sanitation District/Sacramento Area 

Sewer District Board Meeting (700 H 

Street, Suite 1450, Sacramento)

 ICMA West Coast Regional Summit (Portland, OR)

9:30am 10:30am Sacramento 

Metropolitan Air Quality Management

District (SMAQMD) Board Meeting 

(County Board of Supervisors Chambe

3:00pm 5:00pm Sacramento Public 

Library Authority Governing Board 

(County Board of Supervisors Chambe

 Proposed Date for Chamber of Commerce Business Outlook Economic Forecast

 Timesheets Due

M
a
r 
2
9
 -
 A
p
r 
4

29 30 31 Apr 1 2 3 4

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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4 12/10/2014 9:46 PMMindy Cuppy

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30

April 2015

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31

May 2015

April 2015
M
a
r 
2
9
 -
 A
p
r 
4

Mar 29 30 31 Apr 1 2 3 4

 FPPC Form 700: Statement of Economic Interest Due

2:30pm 3:30pm Sacramento Metro Cable

Television Commission Board Meeting

(County Board of Supervisors 

Chambers, )

 Pay Day

A
p
r 
5
 -
 1
1

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

 City Council Special Meeting (4:00) and Regular Meeting (5:30) 9:30am 11:30am Sacramento Regional 

Sanitation District/Sacramento Area 

Sewer District Board Meeting (700 H 

Street, Suite 1450, Sacramento)

 LOCC Policy Committee Meetings (Ontario, CA)

1:30pm 2:30pm Sacramento 

Transportation Authority (STA) Board 

Meeting (Sacramento County Board 

of Supervisors Chambers)

 Timesheets Due

8:30am 10:30am Capital Southeast 

Connector JPA (City Council 

Chambers)

A
p
r 
1
2
 -
 1
8

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

 TLG Conference (Phoeniz, AZ)

5:00pm 7:00pm Sacramento Regional 

Transit (RT) Board Meeting (5:00 

Closed Session, 6:00 Open Session) 

(Regional Transit Library (Room 222), 

1400 29th Street, Sacramento)

 Taxes Due

6:30pm 8:30pm Cordova Recreation and 

Park District (CRPD) Board Meeting 

(David B. Roberts Council Chambers)

7:30am 9:00am Rancho Cordova IAAP 

Meeting (City Hall)

8:00am 9:30am Rancho Cordova 

Chamber of Commerce Board 

Meeting

9:00am 12:00pm Sacramento Area 

Council of Governments (SACOG) Boa

6:00pm 8:00pm FCUSD - School District 

Board Meeting (1965 Birkmont Drive, 

 Pay Day

11:30am 1:00pm Rancho Cordova 

Luncheon (American River 

Community Rooms)

 Sac Metro Chamber Cap-To-Cap (Washington, DC)

A
p
r 
1
9
 -
 2
5

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

 Sac Metro Chamber Cap-To-Cap (Washington, DC)

 Administrative Professionals Week

 PROPOSE TO CANCEL: City Council Regular Meeting/CAP-TO CAP CONFLICT - Mindy Cuppy10:00am 12:00pm Sacramento-Yolo 

Mosquito & Vector Control District 

Board (8631 Bond Road, Elk Grove)

 CCAC Annual Conference (Rohnert Park)

 Great Place to Work Conference (Dallas, TX)

 Administrative Professionals Day

9:30am 10:30am Sacramento Metropolit

3:00pm 5:00pm Sacramento Public 

Library Authority Governing Board 

(County Board of Supervisors 

Chambers)

 IAAP Technology Education Conference (La Jolla, CA)

 Timesheets Due

11:00am 3:00pm Kids Day in the Park 

(Hagan Park)

A
p
r 
2
6
 -
 M

a
y 
2

26 27 28 29 30 May 1 2

 IAAP Technology Education Conference (La Jolla, CA)5:00pm 9:00pm Sacramento Regional 

Transit (RT) Board Meeting (5:00 

Closed Session, 6:00 Open Session) 

(Regional Transit Library (Room 222), 

1400 29th Street, Sacramento)

 City Council Special Meeting/Work Session  LOCC Legislative Action Day and Reception (Sacramento)

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

City Hall Events Outlook Calendar
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5 12/10/2014 9:46 PMMindy Cuppy

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31

May 2015

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30

June 2015

May 2015
A
p
r 
2
6
 -
 M

a
y 
2

Apr 26 27 28 29 30 May 1 2

 Pay Day

M
a
y 
3
 -
 9

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

 City Council Special Meeting (4:00) and Regular Meeting (5:30) Cinco de Mayo  LOCC City Attorneys' Spring Conference (Monterey, CA)

2:30pm 3:30pm Sacramento Metro Cable

Television Commission Board Meeting

(County Board of Supervisors Chambe

6:00pm 8:00pm FCUSD - School District 

Board Meeting (1965 Birkmont Drive, 

Rancho Cordova)

 Timesheets Due

8:30am 10:30am Capital Southeast 

Connector JPA (City Council 

Chambers)

M
a
y 
1
0
 -
 1
6

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

5:00pm 7:00pm Sacramento Regional 

Transit (RT) Board Meeting (5:00 

Closed Session, 6:00 Open Session) 

(Regional Transit Library (Room 222), 

1400 29th Street, Sacramento)

9:00am 10:30am Sacramento Central 

Groundwater Authority Board (10600 

Goethe Road, Sacramento)

9:30am 11:30am Sacramento Regional 

Sanitation District/Sacramento Area 

Sewer District Board Meeting (700 H 

Street, Suite 1450, Sacramento)

1:30pm 2:30pm Sacramento 

Transportation Authority (STA) Board 

Meeting (Sacramento County Board 

of Supervisors Chambers)

 Pay Day

11:30am 1:00pm Rancho Cordova 

Luncheon (American River 

Community Rooms)

5:00pm 9:00pm iFest (Village Green Park)

M
a
y 
1
7
 -
 2
3

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

 City Council Regular Meeting (5:30) (Community Board Room; Council Chambers) - Mindy Cuppy10:00am 12:00pm Sacramento-Yolo 

Mosquito & Vector Control District 

Board (8631 Bond Road, Elk Grove)

6:30pm 8:30pm Cordova Recreation and 

Park District (CRPD) Board Meeting 

(David B. Roberts Council Chambers)

7:30am 9:00am Rancho Cordova IAAP 

Meeting (City Hall)

8:00am 9:30am Rancho Cordova 

Chamber of Commerce Board Meetin

9:00am 12:00pm Sacramento Area 

Council of Governments (SACOG) Boa

6:00pm 8:00pm FCUSD - School District 

 Timesheets Due

M
a
y 
2
4
 -
 3
0

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

 Memorial Day Holiday - City Hall Closed

5:00pm 9:00pm Sacramento Regional 

Transit (RT) Board Meeting (5:00 

Closed Session, 6:00 Open Session) 

(Regional Transit Library (Room 222), 

1400 29th Street, Sacramento)

 City Council Special Meeting/Work Session 9:30am 11:30am Sacramento Regional 

Sanitation District/Sacramento Area 

Sewer District Board Meeting (700 H 

Street, Suite 1450, Sacramento)

9:30am 10:30am Sacramento 

Metropolitan Air Quality Management

District (SMAQMD) Board Meeting 

(County Board of Supervisors Chambe

3:00pm 5:00pm Sacramento Public 

Library Authority Governing Board 

(County Board of Supervisors Chambe

 Pay Day

M
a
y 
3
1
 -
 J
u
n
 6

31 Jun 1 2 3 4 5 6

 GFOA Conference (Philladelphia, PA)

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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6 12/10/2014 9:46 PMMindy Cuppy

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30

June 2015

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

July 2015

June 2015
M
a
y 
3
1
 -
 J
u
n
 6

May 31 Jun 1 2 3 4 5 6

 GFOA Conference (Philladelphia, PA)

 City Council Special Meeting (4:00) and Regular Meeting (5:30)

2:30pm 3:30pm Sacramento Metro Cable

Television Commission Board 

Meeting/BUDGET HEARING (County 

Board of Supervisors Chambers, )

6:00pm 8:00pm FCUSD - School District 

Board Meeting (1965 Birkmont Drive, 

Rancho Cordova)

 Timesheets Due

7:00pm 9:00pm Cordova Community 

Council Movie Night (Village Green 

Park)

Ju
n
 7
 -
 1
3

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

5:00pm 7:00pm Sacramento Regional 

Transit (RT) Board Meeting (5:00 

Closed Session, 6:00 Open Session) 

(Regional Transit Library (Room 222), 

1400 29th Street, Sacramento)

9:30am 11:30am Sacramento Regional 

Sanitation District/Sacramento Area 

Sewer District Board Meeting (700 H 

Street, Suite 1450, Sacramento)

 LOCC Policy Committee Meetings (Sacramento)

1:30pm 2:30pm Sacramento 

Transportation Authority (STA) Board 

Meeting (Sacramento County Board 

of Supervisors Chambers)

 All-America City Awards (Denver, CO)

 Pay Day

8:30am 10:30am Capital Southeast 

Connector JPA (City Council 

Chambers)

7:00pm 9:00pm Cordova Community 

Council Movie Night (Village Green 

Park)

Ju
n
 1
4
 -
 2
0

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

 All-America City Awards (Denver, CO)  City Council Regular Meeting (5:30) (Community Board Room; Council Chambers) - Mindy Cuppy10:00am 12:00pm Sacramento-Yolo 

Mosquito & Vector Control District 

Board (8631 Bond Road, Elk Grove)

6:30pm 8:30pm Cordova Recreation and 

Park District (CRPD) Board Meeting 

(David B. Roberts Council Chambers)

7:30am 9:00am Rancho Cordova IAAP 

Meeting (City Hall)

8:00am 9:30am Rancho Cordova 

Chamber of Commerce Board 

Meeting

9:00am 12:00pm Sacramento Area 

Council of Governments (SACOG) Boa

6:00pm 8:00pm FCUSD - School District 

Board Meeting (1965 Birkmont Drive, 

 US Conference of Mayors (San Francisco)

 Timesheets Due

11:30am 1:00pm Rancho Cordova 

Luncheon (American River 

Community Rooms)

7:00pm 9:00pm Cordova Community 

Council Movie Night (Village Green 

Park)

Ju
n
 2
1
 -
 2
7

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

 US Conference of Mayors (San Francisco)

5:00pm 9:00pm Sacramento Regional 

Transit (RT) Board Meeting (5:00 

Closed Session, 6:00 Open Session) 

(Regional Transit Library (Room 222), 

1400 29th Street, Sacramento)

 LOCC Mayors and Council Members Executive Forum (Monterey)

 American Library Association (ALA) Annual Conference (San Francisco, CA)

9:30am 10:30am Sacramento 

Metropolitan Air Quality Management

District (SMAQMD) Board Meeting 

(County Board of Supervisors Chambe

3:00pm 5:00pm Sacramento Public 

Library Authority Governing Board 

(County Board of Supervisors Chambe

 Pay Day

7:00pm 9:00pm Cordova Community 

Council Movie Night (Village Green 

Park)

Ju
n
 2
8
 -
 J
u
l 
4

28 29 30 Jul 1 2 3 4

 American Library Association (ALA) Annual Conference (San Francisco, CA)

 City Council Special Meeting/Closed Session

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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7 12/10/2014 9:46 PMMindy Cuppy

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

July 2015

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31

August 2015

July 2015
Ju
n
 2
8
 -
 J
u
l 
4

Jun 28 29 30 Jul 1 2 3 4

 City of Rancho Cordova Anniversary (Incorporated 2003)  Timesheets Due

2:30pm 3:30pm Sacramento Metro Cable

Television Commission Board Meeting

(County Board of Supervisors 

Chambers, )

 Rancho Cordova Fourth of July Celebration

 Independence Day Holiday Observed - City Hall Closed

Ju
l 
5
 -
 1
1

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

 City Council Special Meeting (4:00) and Regular Meeting (5:30) 9:00am 10:30am Sacramento Central 

Groundwater Authority Board (10600 

Goethe Road, Sacramento)

1:30pm 2:30pm Sacramento 

Transportation Authority (STA) Board 

Meeting (Sacramento County Board 

of Supervisors Chambers)

 Pay Day

8:30am 10:30am Capital Southeast 

Connector JPA (City Council 

Chambers)

Ju
l 
1
2
 -
 1
8

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

5:00pm 7:00pm Sacramento Regional 

Transit (RT) Board Meeting (5:00 

Closed Session, 6:00 Open Session) 

(Regional Transit Library (Room 222), 

1400 29th Street, Sacramento)

6:30pm 8:30pm Cordova Recreation and 

Park District (CRPD) Board Meeting 

(David B. Roberts Council Chambers)

7:30am 9:00am Rancho Cordova IAAP 

Meeting (City Hall)

8:00am 9:30am Rancho Cordova 

Chamber of Commerce Board 

Meeting

9:00am 12:00pm Sacramento Area 

Council of Governments (SACOG) 

Board Meeting (1415 L Street, Suite 

300, Sacramento)

 Timesheets Due

11:30am 1:00pm Rancho Cordova 

Luncheon (American River 

Community Rooms)

Ju
l 
1
9
 -
 2
5

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

 PROPOSE TO CANCEL: City Council Regular Meeting (5:30)/DARK DAY10:00am 12:00pm Sacramento-Yolo 

Mosquito & Vector Control District 

Board (8631 Bond Road, Elk Grove)

9:30am 11:30am Sacramento Regional 

Sanitation District/Sacramento Area 

Sewer District Board Meeting (700 H 

Street, Suite 1450, Sacramento)

9:30am 10:30am Sacramento 

Metropolitan Air Quality Management

District (SMAQMD) Board Meeting 

(County Board of Supervisors 

Chambers)

3:00pm 5:00pm Sacramento Public 

Library Authority Governing Board 

(County Board of Supervisors 

Chambers)

 Pay Day  IAAP Summit/Annual Conference (Louisville, KY)

Ju
l 
2
6
 -
 A
u
g
 1

26 27 28 29 30 31 Aug 1

 IAAP Summit/Annual Conference (Louisville, KY)

5:00pm 9:00pm Sacramento Regional 

Transit (RT) Board Meeting (5:00 

Closed Session, 6:00 Open Session) 

(Regional Transit Library (Room 222), 

1400 29th Street, Sacramento)

 City Council Special Meeting/Work Session

 Timesheets Due

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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8 12/10/2014 9:46 PMMindy Cuppy

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31

August 2015

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30

September 2015

August 2015
Ju
l 
2
6
 -
 A
u
g
 1

Jul 26 27 28 29 30 31 Aug 1

A
u
g
 2
 -
 8

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

 City Council Regular Meeting (5:30) 2:30pm 3:30pm Sacramento Metro Cable

Television Commission Board Meeting

(County Board of Supervisors 

Chambers, )

6:00pm 8:00pm FCUSD - School District 

Board Meeting (1965 Birkmont Drive, 

Rancho Cordova)

 Pay Day

7:00pm 9:00pm Cordova Community 

Council Summer Concert (Village 

Green Park)

A
u
g
 9
 -
 1
5

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

5:00pm 7:00pm Sacramento Regional 

Transit (RT) Board Meeting (5:00 

Closed Session, 6:00 Open Session) 

(Regional Transit Library (Room 222), 

1400 29th Street, Sacramento)

9:30am 11:30am Sacramento Regional 

Sanitation District/Sacramento Area 

Sewer District Board Meeting (700 H 

Street, Suite 1450, Sacramento)

1:30pm 2:30pm Sacramento 

Transportation Authority (STA) Board 

Meeting (Sacramento County Board 

of Supervisors Chambers)

 Timesheets Due

8:30am 10:30am Capital Southeast 

Connector JPA (City Council 

Chambers)

7:00pm 9:00pm Cordova Community 

Council Summer Concert (Village 

Green Park)

A
u
g
 1
6
 -
 2
2

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

 City Council Regular Meeting (5:30) (Community Board Room; Council Chambers) - Mindy Cuppy10:00am 12:00pm Sacramento-Yolo 

Mosquito & Vector Control District 

Board (8631 Bond Road, Elk Grove)

6:30pm 8:30pm Cordova Recreation and 

Park District (CRPD) Board Meeting 

(David B. Roberts Council Chambers)

7:30am 9:00am Rancho Cordova IAAP 

Meeting (City Hall)

8:00am 9:30am Rancho Cordova 

Chamber of Commerce Board Meetin

8:00am 5:00pm Chamber of Commerce 

9:00am 12:00pm Sacramento Area Coun

6:00pm 8:00pm FCUSD - School District 

 Pay Day

11:30am 1:00pm Rancho Cordova 

Luncheon (American River 

Community Rooms)

7:00pm 9:00pm Cordova Community 

Council Summer Concert (Village 

Green Park)

A
u
g
 2
3
 -
 2
9

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

5:00pm 9:00pm Sacramento Regional 

Transit (RT) Board Meeting (5:00 

Closed Session, 6:00 Open Session) 

(Regional Transit Library (Room 222), 

1400 29th Street, Sacramento)

 City Council Special Meeting/Work Session 9:30am 11:30am Sacramento Regional 

Sanitation District/Sacramento Area 

Sewer District Board Meeting (700 H 

Street, Suite 1450, Sacramento)

9:30am 10:30am Sacramento 

Metropolitan Air Quality Management

District (SMAQMD) Board Meeting 

(County Board of Supervisors Chambe

3:00pm 5:00pm Sacramento Public 

Library Authority Governing Board 

(County Board of Supervisors Chambe

 Timesheets Due

7:00pm 9:00pm Cordova Community 

Council Summer Concert (Village 

Green Park)

A
u
g
 3
0
 -
 S
e
p
 5

30 31 Sep 1 2 3 4 5

 APWA International Congress and Exposition (Phoenix, AZ)

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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9 12/10/2014 9:46 PMMindy Cuppy

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30

September 2015

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

October 2015

September 2015
A
u
g
 3
0
 -
 S
e
p
 5

Aug 30 31 Sep 1 2 3 4 5

 APWA International Congress and Exposition (Phoenix, AZ) 2:30pm 3:30pm Sacramento Metro Cable

Television Commission Board Meeting

(County Board of Supervisors 

Chambers, )

6:00pm 8:00pm FCUSD - School District 

Board Meeting (1965 Birkmont Drive, 

Rancho Cordova)

 Pay Day

7:00pm 9:00pm Cordova Community 

Council Summer Concert (Village 

Green Park)

S
e
p
 6
 -
 1
2

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

 Labor Day Holiday - City Hall Closed  City Council Special Meeting (4:00) and Regular Meeting (5:30)9:00am 10:30am Sacramento Central 

Groundwater Authority Board (10600 

Goethe Road, Sacramento)

9:30am 11:30am Sacramento Regional 

Sanitation District/Sacramento Area 

Sewer District Board Meeting (700 H 

Street, Suite 1450, Sacramento)

1:30pm 2:30pm Sacramento 

Transportation Authority (STA) Board 

Meeting (Sacramento County Board 

of Supervisors Chambers)

 Timesheets Due

8:30am 10:30am Capital Southeast 

Connector JPA (City Council 

Chambers)

S
e
p
 1
3
 -
 1
9

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

5:00pm 7:00pm Sacramento Regional 

Transit (RT) Board Meeting (5:00 

Closed Session, 6:00 Open Session) 

(Regional Transit Library (Room 222), 

1400 29th Street, Sacramento)

 City Council Special Meeting/Work Session

10:00am 12:00pm Sacramento-Yolo 

Mosquito & Vector Control District 

Board (8631 Bond Road, Elk Grove)

6:30pm 8:30pm Cordova Recreation and 

Park District (CRPD) Board Meeting 

(David B. Roberts Council Chambers)

7:30am 9:00am Rancho Cordova IAAP 

Meeting (City Hall)

8:00am 9:30am Rancho Cordova 

Chamber of Commerce Board 

Meeting

9:00am 12:00pm Sacramento Area 

Council of Governments (SACOG) Boa

6:00pm 8:00pm FCUSD - School District 

Board Meeting (1965 Birkmont Drive, 

 Pay Day

11:30am 1:00pm Rancho Cordova 

Luncheon (American River 

Community Rooms)

S
e
p
 2
0
 -
 2
6

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

 City Council Regular Meeting (5:30) - Mindy Cuppy 9:30am 11:30am Sacramento Regional 

Sanitation District/Sacramento Area 

Sewer District Board Meeting (700 H 

Street, Suite 1450, Sacramento)

9:30am 10:30am Sacramento 

Metropolitan Air Quality Management

District (SMAQMD) Board Meeting 

(County Board of Supervisors 

Chambers)

3:00pm 5:00pm Sacramento Public 

Library Authority Governing Board 

(County Board of Supervisors 

Chambers)

 Timesheets Due

8:00am 5:00pm Chamber of Commerce 

Golf Tournament (Time and Location 

TBD)

2:00pm 6:00pm Cordova Community 

Council Brushes and Brews (American 

River Brewery)

S
e
p
 2
7
 -
 O
ct
 3

27 28 29 30 Oct 1 2 3

 ICMA Annual Conference (Seattle/King County, Washington)

5:00pm 9:00pm Sacramento Regional 

Transit (RT) Board Meeting (5:00 

Closed Session, 6:00 Open Session) 

(Regional Transit Library (Room 222), 

1400 29th Street, Sacramento)

 LOCC Annual Conference & Expo (San Jose, CA)

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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10 12/10/2014 9:46 PMMindy Cuppy

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

October 2015

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30

November 2015

October 2015
S
e
p
 2
7
 -
 O
ct
 3

Sep 27 28 29 30 Oct 1 2 3

 LOCC Annual Conference & Expo (San Jose, CA)

2:30pm 3:30pm Sacramento Metro Cable

Television Commission Board Meeting

(County Board of Supervisors 

Chambers, )

6:00pm 8:00pm FCUSD - School District 

Board Meeting (1965 Birkmont Drive, 

Rancho Cordova)

 California Capital Airshow - USAF Thunderbirds Jet Demonstration Team and the RCAF Snowbirds 

 Pay Day

O
ct
 4
 -
 1
0

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

 California Capital Airshow - USAF Thunderbirds Jet Demonstration Team and the RCAF Snowbirds  Customer Service Week

 City Council Special Meeting (4:00) and Regular Meeting (5:30) 1:30pm 2:30pm Sacramento 

Transportation Authority (STA) Board 

Meeting (Sacramento County Board 

of Supervisors Chambers)

 Timesheets Due

8:30am 10:30am Capital Southeast 

Connector JPA (City Council 

Chambers)

O
ct
 1
1
 -
 1
7

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

5:00pm 7:00pm Sacramento Regional 

Transit (RT) Board Meeting (5:00 

Closed Session, 6:00 Open Session) 

(Regional Transit Library (Room 222), 

1400 29th Street, Sacramento)

9:30am 11:30am Sacramento Regional 

Sanitation District/Sacramento Area 

Sewer District Board Meeting (700 H 

Street, Suite 1450, Sacramento)

7:30am 9:00am Rancho Cordova IAAP 

Meeting (City Hall)

8:00am 9:30am Rancho Cordova 

Chamber of Commerce Board 

Meeting

9:00am 12:00pm Sacramento Area 

Council of Governments (SACOG) Boa

6:00pm 8:00pm FCUSD - School District 

Board Meeting (1965 Birkmont Drive, 

 Bosses Day

 Pay Day

11:30am 1:00pm Rancho Cordova 

Luncheon (American River 

Community Rooms)

6:00pm 9:00pm Cordova Community 

Council Sports Hall of Fame (American

River Rooms)

O
ct
 1
8
 -
 2
4

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

 City Council Regular Meeting (5:30) - Mindy Cuppy10:00am 12:00pm Sacramento-Yolo 

Mosquito & Vector Control District 

Board (8631 Bond Road, Elk Grove)

6:30pm 8:30pm Cordova Recreation and 

Park District (CRPD) Board Meeting 

(David B. Roberts Council Chambers)

9:30am 10:30am Sacramento 

Metropolitan Air Quality Management

District (SMAQMD) Board Meeting 

(County Board of Supervisors 

Chambers)

3:00pm 5:00pm Sacramento Public 

Library Authority Governing Board 

(County Board of Supervisors 

Chambers)

 Timesheets Due

O
ct
 2
5
 -
 3
1

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

5:00pm 9:00pm Sacramento Regional 

Transit (RT) Board Meeting (5:00 

Closed Session, 6:00 Open Session) 

(Regional Transit Library (Room 222), 

1400 29th Street, Sacramento)

 City Council Special Meeting/Work Session 9:30am 11:30am Sacramento Regional 

Sanitation District/Sacramento Area 

Sewer District Board Meeting (700 H 

Street, Suite 1450, Sacramento)

 Pay Day  Halloween

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

City Hall Events Outlook Calendar

23

A
G

E
N

D
A

 IT
E

M
 10.2



11 12/10/2014 9:46 PMMindy Cuppy

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30

November 2015

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31

December 2015

November 2015
N
o
v 
1
 -
 7

Nov 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

 Daylight Savings Time Ends - Fall Back  City Council Special Meeting (4:00) and Regular Meeting (5:30)  NLC Congress of Cities and Exposition (Nashville, TN)

2:30pm 3:30pm Sacramento Metro Cable

Television Commission Board Meeting

(County Board of Supervisors 

Chambers, )

6:00pm 8:00pm FCUSD - School District 

Board Meeting (1965 Birkmont Drive, 

Rancho Cordova)

 Timesheets Due

N
o
v 
8
 -
 1
4

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

5:00pm 7:00pm Sacramento Regional 

Transit (RT) Board Meeting (5:00 

Closed Session, 6:00 Open Session) 

(Regional Transit Library (Room 222), 

1400 29th Street, Sacramento)

 City Council Special Meeting/Work Session

9:30am 11:30am Sacramento Regional 
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Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31

December 2015

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31

January 2016

December 2015
N
o
v 
2
9
 -
 D
e
c 
5

Nov 29 30 Dec 1 2 3 4 5

2:30pm 3:30pm Sacramento Metro Cable

Television Commission Board Meeting

(County Board of Supervisors 

Chambers, )

 Timesheets Due

D
e
c 
6
 -
 1
2

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

 Hanukkah

 City Council Special Meeting (4:00) and Regular Meeting (5:30)

 Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day

9:30am 11:30am Sacramento Regional 

Sanitation District/Sacramento Area 

Sewer District Board Meeting (700 H 
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10:00am 12:00pm Sacramento-Yolo 

Mosquito & Vector Control District 

Board (8631 Bond Road, Elk Grove)

6:30pm 8:30pm Cordova Recreation and 

Park District (CRPD) Board Meeting 

(David B. Roberts Council Chambers)

7:30am 9:00am Rancho Cordova IAAP 

Meeting (City Hall)
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 MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  December 15, 2014 
 

TO:  Honorable Mayor and Council Members 
 

FROM: Mindy Cuppy, MMC, City Clerk 
 

SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF COUNCIL MEMBER APPOINTMENTS TO REGIONAL 

BOARDS, COMMISSIONS, AND COMMITTEES FOR 2015 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 

That Council confirms their 2015 commitments to serve on other agency boards, commissions, 
and committees. 
 

RESULT OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
The City Council will continue to serve in leadership roles throughout the region. The City Clerk 
will notify each agency boards, commissions, or committees or changes or reappointments and 
will ensure that any necessary Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC) filings are 
completed. 
 
BACKGROUND 

 
Council Members serve on various advisory boards in the community to ensure the city has 
representation within the region. By confirming their appointments annually the members of the 
Council are committing their time to serve in these important leadership roles. 
 
ATTACHMENT 

 

2015 Proposed - City of Rancho Cordova Council Member Appointments to Regional Boards, 
Commissions, and Committees.  
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Agency 2014 Appointment 2015 Proposed

Capital Southeast Connector

(Originally called: Elk Grove/Folsom/RC/ El Dorado Connector JPA)

Sander

Alt: Budge

Sander

Alt: Budge

City Selection Committee of Sacramento County Skoglund (Mayor if Needed) McGarvey (Mayor if Needed)

County Criminal Justice Cabinet Skoglund (Mayor if Needed) McGarvey (Mayor if Needed)

Folsom Lake College Foundation

Meets 2/14, 4/11, 6/13, 2013 from 11:30-1:00

McGarvey McGarvey

Mayors & Board Chair Forum Skoglund, McGarvey and 

City Manager

McGarvey, Sander and 

Nakamura

Sacramento Area Council of Governments (SACOG)/Capitol Valley 

Regional SAFE

Sander

Alt: Budge

Sander

Alt: Budge

Sacramento Regional Sanitation District (Meets with Sacramento Area 

Sewer District)

Skoglund

Alt: McGarvey

Skoglund

Alt: McGarvey

Sacramento Area Sewer District (Meets with Regional Sanitation 

District)

Skoglund

Alt: McGarvey

Skoglund

Alt: McGarvey

Sacramento County Criminal Justice Cabinet Skoglund Skoglund

Sacramento Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo) Will Hold Seat 1/1/21-12/31/22 

(Alternate 1/1/19-12/31/20)

Sacramento Metro Cable Television Commission 

(Ex Officio Member)

Terry

Alt: Skoglund

Terry

Alt: Skoglund

Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management District (SMAQMD) Terry

Alt: McGarvey

Terry

Alt: McGarvey

Sacramento Placerville Transportation Corridor Joint Powers Authority Sander

Alt: Budge

Sander

Alt: Budge

Sacramento Public Library Authority Governing Board Budge

Alt: Sander

Budge

Alt: Sander

Sacramento Regional Transit (RT) District Board of Directors

RT Appointed Linda to the Downtown/Riverfront Streetcar Policy 

Steering Committee (February 2014)

Budge

Alt: Sander

Budge

Alt: Sander

Sacramento Transportation Authority (STA) McGarvey

Alt: Terry

McGarvey

Alt: Terry

Sacramento-Yolo Mosquito & Vector Control District Board McGarvey

Alt: Sander

McGarvey

Alt: Sander

South Sacramento Habitat Conservation Plan (SSHCP) Elected 

Advisory Board

Budge

Alt: Skoglund

Budge

Alt: Skoglund

2015 - DRAFT - City of Rancho Cordova

Council Member Appointments to Regional Agency Boards, Commissions and Committees

Revised 12/11/14

Page 1 of 1
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Ordinance No. 29-2014  Page 1 of 5 

CITY OF RANCHO CORDOVA 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 29-2014 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RANCHO CORDOVA 
APPROVING AMENDMENTS TO THE FOLSOM BOULEVARD SPECIFIC PLAN TO 

REMOVE A PORTION OF THE KASSIS PROPERTY, AND 
 

AMENDING THE ZONING MAP TO CHANGE A PORTION OF THE KASSIS PROPERTY 
FROM FOLSOM BOULEVARD-RESIDENTIAL MIXED USE (“FB-RMU”) TO RESIDENTIAL, 3 

DWELLING UNITS PER ACRE (“RD-3”), AND 
 

AMENDING THE ZONING MAP TO CHANGE THE PLAZA DE ORO SITE FROM LIGHT 
INDUSTRIAL (“LI”) TO COMMERCIAL MIXED USE (“CMU”) 

 
 WHEREAS, on June 26, 2006, the City Council of the City of Rancho Cordova (“City”) 
certified a Final Environmental Impact Report (“Final EIR” or “EIR”) for the Rancho Cordova 
General Plan (“General Plan”) and adopted the General Plan; and 
 
Kassis Property  
 
 WHEREAS, on November 6, 2006, the City adopted Ordinance 57-2006, establishing 
the Folsom Boulevard Specific Plan (“FBSP” or “Specific Plan”); and  
 
 WHEREAS, on December 16, 2013, the City adopted Resolution 140-2013 and 
Ordinance 44-2013 amending the FBSP.  Adoption of Ordinance 44-2013 to change the plan 
area boundaries to remove several developed single family and multifamily sites, streamline the 
plan, amend land use designations to be more consistent with existing land uses, incorporate 
strategies to encourage redevelopment and investment on Folsom Boulevard, and to 
redesignate 147 acres from the Specific Plan to city zoning designations; and 

 

WHEREAS, this Ordinance amends the FBSP to remove a 0.36 acre portion of the 
Kassis property from the Specific Plan as outlined in the Kassis Opportunity Site discussion to 
accurately reflect approved parcel lines on several maps shown in Exhibit A; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the FBSP identifies the potential for boundary adjustment of the Kassis 
Opportunity Site for consistency with future parcel lines.  The City is processing a parcel map for 
a portion of the Kassis site and a boundary adjustment is required to carve out a 0.36 acre 
residential parcel along the western boundary to match the proposed parcel line.  This 
Ordinance will rezone the subject parcel (APN 075-0450-005) from Folsom Boulevard-
Residential Mixed Use (“FB-RMU”) to RD-3. The boundary line in the FBSP would also be 
amended and the General Plan land use designation of the parcel changed from Folsom 
Boulevard Planning Area (“FBPA”) to Low Density Residential (“LDR”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the removal of land from inclusion within the FBSP requires that alternate 
land use designations identified within the City’s Zoning Code be applied to such properties; and 
 

WHEREAS, the attached Zoning Map Amendment, Exhibit B, applies zoning 
designations to APN 075-0450-005 acres to be removed from the FBSP, and these new zoning 
designations reflect existing land use and development patterns, are consistent with the General 
Plan, and are compatible with the intent and vision for the FBSP; and  
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WHEREAS, this Ordinance amends the FBSP to remove a 0.36 acre portion of the 

Kassis property from the Specific Plan as outlined in the Kassis Opportunity Site discussion to 
accurately reflect approved parcel lines on several maps shown in Exhibit A; and 

 
Plaza de Oro  
 
 WHEREAS, the General Plan established the Sunrise Boulevard South Planning Area 
with the intent to recognize existing development patterns and provide for new opportunities; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, The Plaza de Oro site is a 6.13 acre site (APN 072-0430-077, and -078) 
currently developed with commercial buildings but is incorrectly designated for LI development 
in the General Plan and Zoning Map; and 
 

WHEREAS, the attached Zoning Map Amendment, Exhibit C, changes the zoning 
designation from LI to CMU consistent with existing development.  In conjunction with the 
corresponding General Plan Amendments of these parcels, adopted by the City Council on 
December 1, 2014, the new designations will be consistent with the vision and intent of the 
General Plan; and  
 
All Amendments 
 
 WHEREAS, the FBSP Amendment and Zoning Map Amendments will not have a 
significant adverse impact on the environment.  Pursuant to California Environmental Quality 
Act (“CEQA”), an addendum to the General Plan EIR was prepared to address the proposed 
amendments (Exhibits A, B, and C).  Analysis concluded that the FBSP Amendment and 
Zoning Map Amendments would not result in any additional impacts that were not addressed in 
the General Plan EIR; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council is the appropriate authority to hear and take action on the 
FBSP Amendment and Zoning Map Amendments; and 

 
 WHEREAS, on December 1, 2014, the City Council held a properly noticed public 
hearing at which it received a report from City Staff regarding the Project and oral and written 
testimony from the public, and deliberated on the item. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RANCHO CORDOVA 

HEREBY RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1.   Recitals.   

The foregoing recitals are true and correct and made a part of this Ordinance. 
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Section 2:  Findings.  
 
 A.  Consistency with the General Plan.   
 

1) Kassis Amendment to the FBSP (Exhibit A): 
The Amendment to the FBSP, attached hereto as Exhibit A, is consistent with the overall goals, 
vision and intent of the General Plan and complies with Section 23.155.040 of the City’s Zoning 
Code requirements as follows: 

 
i. The FBSP Amendment is consistent with the General Plan Planning Area 

for Folsom Boulevard land use.  The FBSP text for the Kassis Opportunity Site anticipated the 
potential need to amend the boundary to match future parcel lines. 

 
ii. The FBSP Amendment is consistent with the General Plan because the 

property being removed from the FBPA was already developed with residential uses at the time 
of the previous FBSP adoption and is consistent with the General Plan.  The proposed FBSP 
Amendment restores equivalent land uses in the area and will meet the intent of the original 
FBSP and General Plan.  The proposed Amendment is consistent with the General Plan 
Amendments adopted by the City Council on December 1, 2014. 

 
2) Kassis Zoning Map Amendment (Exhibit B):  

The Zoning Code Map Amendment is consistent with the General Plan as required by 
Government Code section 65454 and California Government Code section 65860.  On the basis 
of: (a) the foregoing recitals, which are hereby incorporated herein; (b) the City’s General Plan 
and General Plan EIR; and (c) the Addendum prepared for the attached Zoning Code Map 
Amendment, the City Council finds and determines that the Zoning Code Map Amendment is 
consistent with the General Plan, as follows: 
 

i. The General Plan identifies key planning areas within the City, including 
the FBPA.  The generalized descriptions of land uses described under the FBPA are consistent 
in type and density with land uses identified within the FBSP. 

 
ii. The proposed Zoning Code Map Amendment is consistent with the 

General Plan because the property was previously developed with single family residential use 
at the time of the previous FBSP adoption, and is consistent with the General Plan.  The 
proposed Zoning Code Amendment restores equivalent land uses in the area and will meet the 
intent of the original FBSP.  The Zoning Code Map Amendment is consistent with the General 
Plan Amendments adopted by the City Council on December 1, 2014. 

 
3) Plaza Del Oro Zoning Map Amendment (Exhibit C): 

The Zoning Code Map Amendment is consistent with the General Plan as required by 
Government Code section 65454 and California Government Code section 65860.  On the basis 
of: (a) the foregoing recitals, which are hereby incorporated herein; (b) the City’s General Plan 
and General Plan EIR; and (c) the Addendum prepared for the attached Zoning Code Map 
Amendment, the City Council finds and determines that the Zoning Code Map Amendment is 
consistent with the General Plan, as follows: 
 

i. The General Plan identifies key planning areas within the City, including 
the Sunrise Boulevard South Planning Area (“SBSPA”).  The generalized descriptions of land 
uses described under the SBSPA are consistent in type and density with existing development 
patterns and new land use opportunities. 
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ii. The proposed Zoning Code Map Amendment is consistent with the 

existing commercial development of the site, and is consistent with the General Plan vision.  
The Zoning Code Map Amendment is consistent with the General Plan Amendments adopted 
by the City Council on December 1, 2014. 

 
 B. Public Interest.   
 
The proposed Zoning Code Map Amendments and Specific Plan Boundary Amendment will not 
be detrimental to the public interest, health, safety, convenience, or welfare of the City.  By 
restoring zoning to reflect the existing residential land use development patterns, the intent of 
the general plan to retain and increase residential land uses along Folsom Boulevard can be 
accomplished.     
 
 C. CEQA Compliance.    
 
In compliance with the requirements of CEQA, an Addendum, attached to Resolution 138-2014, 
was prepared for the attached Folsom Boulevard Specific Plan Amendment and Zoning Map 
Amendments.  The Addendum is to the General Plan Final EIR (SCH #2005022137), which was 
certified in June 2006 by the City Council.  The General Plan EIR is a Program EIR (CEQA 
Guidelines section 15168).   
 
No significant impacts were identified in the Addendum for the attached Folsom Boulevard 
Specific Plan Amendment and Zoning Map Amendments.  On the basis of the Addendum to the 
EIR, comments received, and the whole record, there is no substantial evidence that the FBSP 
Amendment and Zoning Map Amendments will have a significant adverse impact on the 
environment.  The Addendum to the EIR reflects the City Council’s independent judgment and 
analysis.   
 
These findings constitute a summary of the information contained in the entire record.  The 
detailed facts to support the findings are set forth in the Addendum and elsewhere in the record.  
Other facts and information in the record that support each finding that are not included below 
are incorporated herein by reference: 
 
  i. The Amendments to the FBSP and Zoning Map does not constitute 
substantial changes to the General Plan that will require major revisions to the General Plan 
Final EIR, due to new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity 
of previously identified significant effects.  The FBSP Amendment and Zoning Map 
Amendments will not result in new significant impacts that were not analyzed in the General 
Plan Final EIR.    
 
  ii. The City is not aware of any new information of substantial importance or 
substantial changes in circumstances that would result in new or substantially more severe 
impacts or meet any other standards in Public Resources Code Section 21166 or CEQA 
Guidelines Sections 15162 and 15163.  
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Section 3: Amendments to the Folsom Boulevard Specific Plan and Rancho Cordova 
Zoning Code Map 
 
The City Council hereby amends and adopts the following: 

1)  Amendment to the FBSP as set forth in Exhibit A. 

2) Amendment to the Rancho Cordova Zoning Code Map for the Kassis Property 
(APN 075-0450-005), removing the parcel from the Specific Plan, as shown on 
Exhibit B. 

3) Amendment to the Rancho Cordova Zoning Code Map for Plaza de Oro (APN 072-
0430-077, and -078), as shown on Exhibit C. 
 

Section 4:  Severability. 
 
If any section, subsection, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid 
or unconstitutional by the decision of a court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not affect the 
remaining portions of this Ordinance that can be given effect without the invalid provision and, to 
this end, the provisions of this Ordinance are severable.  This City Council hereby declares that 
it would have adopted this Ordinance irrespective of the invalidity of any particular portion 
thereof and intends that the invalid portions should be severed and the balance of the 
Ordinance enforced. 
 
Section 5:  Publication and Effective Date. 
 
Within fifteen (15) days after adoption, a summary of this Ordinance shall be published once in 
the Grapevine Independent or the Sacramento Bee, a newspaper of general circulation printed 
and published in Sacramento County and circulated in the City of Rancho Cordova, in 
accordance with Government Code section 36933. This Ordinance shall take effect and be 
enforced thirty (30) days after its adoption. 

 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Rancho Cordova this _____ 

day of ___________________, 2014, by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
 
NOES:  
 
ABSENT:  
 
ABSTAIN:     

       ________________________________ 
       Robert J. McGarvey, Mayor 
ATTEST:       

 

      
Mindy Cuppy, MMC, City Clerk 
 
2364328.2  
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Figure #
Plaza de Oro
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City Council Staff Report 1 of 2     MCE Corporation Contract for              
December 15, 2014  Maintenance of Channels and Levees  

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: December 15, 2014 
 
TO: Honorable Mayor and Council Members 
 
FROM: Cyrus Abhar, Public Works Director 
 Britton Snipes, Senior Civil Engineer 
 
SUBJECT: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO AWARD CONTRACT 

NO. 113-2014 IN THE AMOUNT OF $760,000 TO MCE CORPORATION FOR 
MAINTENANCE OF CHANNELS AND LEVEES 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Adopt Resolution No. 142-2014. 
 
RESULT OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
Adoption of this resolution will authorize the City Manager to execute Contract No. 113-2014 
with MCE Corporation in the amount of $760,000 for routine maintenance of channels and 
levees, to include vegetation management and general levee maintenance services. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The City would like to contract with MCE Corporation to provide maintenance of the City’s 
creeks, channels and levees; a service that was formerly provided by Sacramento County 
through June 30, 2014.  
 
The Creek/Channel vegetation management work to be performed under this contract includes 
maintenance of grasses, shrubs and woody growth in the channels. It would include the removal 
of tree branches and downed trees that can significantly reduce channel capacity, accelerate 
erosion and could substantially obstruct water flow.  The work will also include the removal and 
hauling away of all debris, trash, rubbish and vegetation.  
 
Levee Vegetation Management and Maintenance includes the cutting and removal of grasses, 
weeds, shrubs, trees and bushes along the levee slopes.  Vegetation growing from residential 
and commercial developments along the levees would be cut or removed.  Burrowing rodents 
would be removed and grout used to fill burrows as specified in levee inspection reports.  The 
replacement of ground cover in areas delineated by the City and as specified in levee inspection 
reports will be maintained.  

 
Bids were solicited on the City’s website and advertised in the Grapevine Independent 
newspaper on October 17th, 2014. Bid submittals were publicly opened on November 10th, 2014. 
A total of one bid was received, from MCE Corporation. The contractor’s bid was responsive 
and meeting all the qualifications for the needed management and maintenance services.  
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City Council Staff Report 2 of 2     MCE Corporation Contract for              
December 15, 2014  Maintenance of Channels and Levees 

The bid summary sheet is provided as Attachment 1. 
 
FUNDING 
 
Staff recommends awarding Contract No. 113-2014 to MCE Corporation. The total amount of 
this three year contract is $760,000 and represents approximately $250,000 per year for the 
management and maintenance work. This fee will be paid out of the City’s storm water utility fee 
revenue fund.  The contract will expire on June 30, 2017. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
1. Bid Summary Sheet. 
2. Resolution No. 142-2014, including Exhibit 1, Contract No. 113-2014. 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

 

CITY OF RANCHO CORDOVA 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 142-2014 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RANCHO CORDOVA 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN AN AGREEMENT WITH  

MCE CORPORATION FOR MAINTENANCE OF CHANNELS AND LEVEES FOR  

FISCAL YEARS 2014-15, 2015-16, and 2016-17 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Rancho Cordova wishes to award a contract to MCE Corporation 
(“Contractor”) to provide maintenance services for fiscal years 2014-15, 2015-16, and 2016-17; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City released a Request for Bids published on October 17th, 2014 in the 
Grapevine Independent (“Notice”) and posted to the City’s website; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Contractor, in response to such Notice, submitted to the City Council for 
the City within the time specified in said Notice, and in the manner provided for therein, a sealed 
bid for the performance of the requested services specified in said plans and specifications, 
which said bid and proposal, the City Council opened and canvassed in the manner provided by 
law; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Contractor was the lowest responsible bidder for the performance of 
said services, and said City Council of the City of Rancho Cordova as a result of the canvass 
and said bids, did determine and declare Contractor to be the lowest responsible bidder for said 
services, and award to a contract therefore; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the work to be performed under this contract consists of routine vegetation 
management in channels and levees, and general levee maintenance services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, those services will exceed the maximum amount the City manager has 
authorization to approve; and 
 

WHEREAS, there are sufficient funds budgeted to cover the costs of the contract and 
this fee will be paid out of the City’s storm water utility fee revenue fund.   
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF RANCHO CORDOVA does authorize the City Manager to execute a contract with MCE 
Corporation, Contractor, attached as Exhibit 1, in a form approved by the City Attorney. 
 

 PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Rancho Cordova on the ___ 
day of ________, 2014 by the following vote: 
 

AYES:   

NOES:  
ABSENT: 

ABSTAIN: 
        ____________________________ 
        Robert J. McGarvey, Mayor 
ATTEST:    
      
Mindy Cuppy, MMC, City Clerk  
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  CONTRACT NO.: 113-2014 

 

General Services Agreement between Page 1 of 11 
City of Rancho Cordova and MCE Corporation   

 

GENERAL SERVICES AGREEMENT BETWEEN  
THE CITY OF RANCHO CORDOVA AND MCE CORPORATION 

FOR VEGETATION MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
 

THIS AGREEMENT (hereinafter referred to as “Agreement”) is made by and between the City of 
Rancho Cordova, a California municipal corporation, (herein “City”) and MCE Corporation, (herein 
“Contractor”), as of January 1, 2015. 

Section 1. SERVICES. Subject to the terms and conditions set forth in this Agreement, Contractor 
shall provide to City the services described in the Scope of Work attached as Exhibit A (“Services”) at the 
time and place and in the manner as specified therein.  In the event of a conflict or inconsistency between 
the terms of this Agreement and Exhibit A, the Agreement shall prevail. 

Section 2. TERM. The term of this Agreement shall begin on the date first noted above and shall end 
on June 30, 2017, unless the term of the Agreement is otherwise terminated as provided for in Section 10.    
The time provided to Contractor to complete the services required by this Agreement shall not affect the 
City’s right to terminate the Agreement, as provided for in Section 10. 

Section 3. CONTRACT ADMINISTRATOR. This Agreement shall be administered by Dana Grossi 
("Contract Administrator").  All correspondence shall be directed to or through the Contract Administrator or 
his or her designee. 

Section 4. COMPENSATION OF CONTRACTOR. The Contractor shall be paid Seven Hundred Sixty 
Thousand Dollars ($760,000.00) for performance of the Services pursuant to this Agreement.   The 
Contractor shall submit invoices to the City Finance Director on a monthly basis detailing the Services 
performed. In the event of a conflict between this Agreement and Contractor’s Exhibit A regarding the 
amount of compensation, the Agreement shall prevail. Upon receipt and approval of the Contractor’s 
invoices, the City shall remit payment to the Contractor for Services provided within thirty (30) days. 
Payment to Contractor shall be considered as full compensation for performing the Services.  

City’s failure to discover or object to any unsatisfactory work or billing prior to payment will not constitute a 
waiver of City’s right to request Contractor to correct such work or billings or seek any other legal remedy. 

Section 5. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS. 

 A. Contractor shall comply with all applicable laws now in force or which may hereafter be in 
force with regard to the provision of Services and this Agreement.    

 B. Contractor represents that it has the skills, expertise, licenses and permits necessary to 
perform the Services.  Contractor shall perform all such Services in the manner and according to the 
standards observed by a competent practitioner of the same profession in which Contractor is engaged and 
in accordance with applicable industry standards. Permits and/or licenses shall be obtained and maintained 
by Contractor without additional compensation throughout the term of this Agreement. 

Section 6. INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR. Contractor shall perform the Services as an independent 
contractor and nothing herein contained shall be construed to make Contractor an agent or employee of the 
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General Services Agreement between Page 2 of 11 
City of Rancho Cordova and MCE Corporation   

 

City while providing the Services. Contractor shall be entitled to no other benefits or compensation except 
as provided in this Agreement.  

Section 7. INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS. Prior to beginning any Service under this Agreement, 
Contractor, at its own cost and expense, shall procure insurance coverage at such levels of coverage, 
scope, limits, and/or forms as set forth in Exhibit B (“Insurance Requirements”) hereto. Contractor shall 
provide proof satisfactory to City of such insurance and maintain the insurance throughout the term of this 
Agreement.   

Section 8. INDEMNIFICATION. Contractor shall indemnify, defend with counsel selected by the City, 
and hold harmless City, its officers, agents, employees and representatives from and against any and all 
claims, losses, liabilities or damages, demands and actions, including payment of reasonable attorney’s 
fees, arising out of or resulting from Services performed pursuant to this Agreement caused in whole or in 
part by any negligent or willful act or omission of Contractor, its officers, agents, employees, or anyone 
directly or indirectly acting on behalf of Contractor. The foregoing obligation of Contractor shall not apply 
when (1) the injury, loss of life, damage to property, or violation of law arises wholly from the negligence or 
willful misconduct of the City or its officers, employees, agents, or volunteers and (2) the actions of 
Contractor or its employees, subcontractor, or agents have contributed in no part to the injury, loss of life, 
damage to property, or violation of law.  It is understood that the duty of Contractor to indemnify and hold 
harmless includes the duty to defend as set forth in Section 2778 of the California Civil Code.  Acceptance 
by City of insurance certificates and endorsements required under this Agreement does not relieve 
Contractor from liability under this indemnification and hold harmless clause.  This indemnification and hold 
harmless clause shall apply to any damages or claims for damages whether or not such insurance policies 
shall have been determined to apply.  By execution of this Agreement, Contractor acknowledges and 
agrees to the provisions of this Section and that it is a material element of consideration. 

Section 9. NONDISCRIMATION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY.  Contractor shall not discriminate, on 
the basis of a person’s race, religion, color, national origin, age, physical or mental handicap or disability, 
medical condition, marital status, sex, or sexual orientation, against any employee, applicant for 
employment, subcontractor, bidder for a subcontract, or participant in, recipient of, or applicant for any 
services or programs provided by Contractor under this Agreement.  Contractor shall comply with all 
applicable federal, state, and local laws, policies, rules, and requirements related to equal opportunity and 
nondiscrimination in employment, contracting, and the provision of any services that are the subject of this 
Agreement, including but not limited to the satisfaction of any positive obligations required of Contractor 
thereby.  Contractor shall include the provisions of this section in any subcontract approved by the City. 

Section 10. AMENDMENTS. No modification or amendment of this Agreement is effective unless 
made in writing and signed by both the City and Contractor. 

Section 11. ASSIGNMENT AND SUBCONTRACTING. Contractor shall not assign or transfer any 
interest in this Agreement without the prior written consent of the City.   

Section 12. TERMINATION. Either party may terminate this Agreement without cause, upon 30 days 
written notice to the other party.  In the event of termination, Contractor shall be entitled to payment for 
Services then satisfactorily completed.  Contractor shall not be entitled to any claim against City for any 
additional compensation or damages in the event of such termination. 
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Section 13. NOTICES. All notices that are regarding this Agreement shall be in writing and shall be 
deemed to have been given if delivered personally or enclosed in a properly addressed envelope and 
deposited in a United States Post Office for delivery by registered or certified mail addressed to the parties 
at the following addresses: 

City:  City of Rancho Cordova 
   2729 Prospect Park Drive 
   Rancho Cordova, CA   95670 
   ATTN:  Finance Director 
 
 Contractor: MCE Corporation 
   6515 Trinity Court 
   Dublin, CA  94568 
   ATTN: Jeff Core, President 
 
Section 14. GOVERNING LAW AND VENUE.  The laws of the State of California shall govern this 
Agreement. Venue for any action regarding this Agreement shall be in the Superior Court of the County of 
Sacramento. 
 
Section 15. ATTORNEYS’ FEES. If a party to this Agreement brings any action, including an action for 
declaratory relief, to enforce or interpret the provisions of this Agreement, the prevailing party shall be 
entitled to reasonable attorneys’ fees in addition to any other relief to which that party may be entitled. The 
court may set such fees in the same action or in a separate action brought for that purpose.  
 
Section 16. SEVERABILITY.  If a court of competent jurisdiction finds or rules that any provision of this 
Agreement is invalid, void, or unenforceable, the provisions of this Agreement not so adjudged shall remain 
in full force and effect.  The invalidity in whole or in part of any provision of this Agreement shall not void or 
affect the validity of any other provision of this Agreement. 
 
Section 17. WAIVER. The waiver of any breach of a specific provision of this Agreement does not 
constitute a waiver of any other breach of that term or any other term of this Agreement. 
 
Section 18. SURVIVAL. The obligations of this Agreement, which by their nature would continue 
beyond the term or expiration of the Agreement, including without limitation obligations regarding 
indemnification shall survive the term or expiration of this Agreement. 
 
Section 19.   ENTIRE AGREEMENT.  This Agreement represents the entire and integrated Agreement 
between City and Contractor and supersedes all prior negotiations, representations, and Agreements 
regarding the subject matter of this Agreement, either written or oral.  

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement as of the day and year set forth 
above, which date shall be considered the effective date of this Agreement. 
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CITY OF RANCHO CORDVA     CONTRACTOR 
 
By:        By:  ______________________ 
       Brian Nakamura, City Manager         Jeff Core, President  

      
             
 
Date:_______________________________  Date:______________________________ 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

  
By:        
       Adam Lindgren, City Attorney 

 
ATTEST: 

  
By:        
       Mindy Cuppy, CMC, City Clerk 
 

 
1778773.3  
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Last Revised August 1, 2012 
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EXHIBIT A 
SCOPE OF WORK 

 
Contractor will provide vegetation management services to the City, as described in the Request for Bids 
(RFB), which is attached and made part of this contract. 
 
Payment for this work shall be provided per the Contractor’s bid submittal, also attached and made part of 
this contract. 
 
Contractor’s T&M rates are as follows (next page): 
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EXHIBIT B 
INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS 

Before beginning any work under this Agreement, Contractor, at its own cost and expense, shall procure 
"occurrence coverage" insurance against claims for injuries to persons or damages to property that may 
arise from or in connection with the performance of the work hereunder by the Professional and its agents, 
representatives, employees, and subcontractors.  Contractor shall provide proof satisfactory to City of such 
insurance that meets the requirements of this section and under forms of insurance satisfactory in all 
respects to the City.  Professional shall maintain the insurance policies required by this section throughout 
the term of this Agreement.  The cost of such insurance shall be included in the Contractor's bid.  
Contractor shall not allow any subcontractor to commence work on any subcontract until Contractor has 
obtained all insurance required herein for the subcontractor(s) and provided evidence thereof to City.  
Verification of the required insurance shall be submitted and made part of this Agreement prior to 
execution. Contractor shall maintain all required insurance listed herein for the duration of this Agreement.  
 

1. Workers’ Compensation.  Contractor shall, at its sole cost and expense, maintain 
Statutory Workers’ Compensation Insurance and Employer’s Liability Insurance for any 
and all persons employed directly or indirectly by Contractor.  The Statutory Workers’ 
Compensation Insurance and Employer’s Liability Insurance shall be provided with limits of 
not less than ONE MILLION DOLLARS ($1,000,000.00) per accident.  In the alternative, 
Contractor may rely on a self-insurance program to meet those requirements, but only if 
the program of self-insurance complies fully with the provisions of the California Labor 
Code.  Determination of whether a self-insurance program meets the standards of the 
Labor Code shall be solely in the discretion of the Contract Administrator. The insurer, if 
insurance is provided, or the Contractor, if a program of self-insurance is provided, shall 
waive all rights of subrogation against the City and its officers, officials, employees, and 
volunteers for loss arising from work performed under this Agreement. 

 
 An endorsement shall state that coverage shall not be canceled except after thirty (30) 

days' prior written notice by cerFtified mail, return receipt requested, has been given to the 
City.  Contractor shall notify City within fourteen (14) days of notification from Contractor’s 
insurer if such coverage is suspended, voided or reduced in coverage or in limits. 

 
 The requirement to maintain Statutory Worker’s Compensation and Employer’s Liability 

Insurance insurance may be waived by the City upon written verification that Contractor 
does not have any employees.   

 
2. Commercial General and Automobile Liability Insurance.   
 

2.1 General requirements.  Contractor, at its own cost and expense, shall maintain 
commercial general liability insurance for the term of this Agreement in an amount 
not less than TWO MILLION DOLLARS ($2,000,000.00) and automobile liability 
insurance for the term of this Agreement in an amount not less than ONE MILLION 
DOLLARS ($1,000,000.00). The commercial general liability and automobile 
liability insurance shall be per occurrence, combined single limit coverage for risks 
associated with the work contemplated by this Agreement. If a commercial general 
liability insurance or an automobile liability form or other form with a general 
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aggregate limit is used, either the general aggregate limit shall apply separately to 
the work to be performed under this Agreement or the general aggregate limit shall 
be at least twice the required occurrence limit.  Such coverage shall include but 
shall not be limited to, protection against claims arising from bodily and personal 
injury, including death resulting therefrom, and damage to property resulting from 
activities contemplated under this Agreement, including the use of owned and non-
owned automobiles. 

 
2.2 Minimum scope of coverage.  Commercial general liability coverage shall be at 

least as broad as Insurance Services Office Commercial General Liability 
occurrence form CG 0001 (most recent edition) covering comprehensive General 
Liability on an “occurrence” basis.  Automobile coverage shall be at least as broad 
as Insurance Services Office Automobile Liability form CA 0001 (most recent 
edition), Code 1 (any auto).  No endorsement shall be attached limiting the 
coverage. 

 
2.3 Additional requirements.  Each of the following shall be included in the 

insurance coverage or added as an endorsement to the policy: 
 

a. City and its officers, employees, agents, and volunteers shall be covered 
as additional insureds with respect to each of the following: liability arising 
out of activities performed by or on behalf of Contractor, including the 
insured’s general supervision of Contractor; products and completed 
operations of Contractor; premises owned, occupied, or used by 
Contractor; and automobiles owned, leased, or used by the Contractor.  
The coverage shall contain no special limitations on the scope of 
protection afforded to City or its officers, employees, agents, or 
volunteers. 

 
b. The insurance shall cover on an occurrence or an accident basis, and not 

on a claims-made basis. 
 

c. An endorsement must state that coverage is primary insurance with 
respect to the City and its officers, officials, employees and volunteers, 
and that no insurance or self-insurance maintained by the City shall be 
called upon to contribute to a loss under the coverage. 

 
d. Any failure of Contractor to comply with reporting provisions of the policy 

shall not affect coverage provided to City and its officers, employees, 
agents, and volunteers. 

 
e. An endorsement shall state that coverage shall not be canceled except 

after thirty (30) days' prior written notice by certified mail, return receipt 
requested, has been given to the City.  Contractor shall notify City within 
fourteen (14) days of notification from Contractor’s insurer if such 
coverage is suspended, voided or reduced in coverage or in limits. 

EXHIBIT 1 53

AGENDA ITEM 10.5



  CONTRACT NO.: 113-2014 

 

General Services Agreement between Page 10 of 11 
City of Rancho Cordova and MCE Corporation   

 

 
 
3. All Policies Requirements. 
 

3.1 Acceptability of insurers.  All insurance required by this section is to be placed 
with insurers with a Bests' rating of no less than A:VII. 

 
3.2 Verification of coverage.  Prior to beginning any work under this Agreement, 

Contractor shall furnish City with certificates of insurance and with original 
endorsements effecting coverage required herein.  The certificates and 
endorsements for each insurance policy are to be signed by a person authorized 
by that insurer to bind coverage on its behalf.  The City reserves the right to 
require complete, certified copies of all required insurance policies, at any time. 

 
3.3 Subcontractors.  Contractor shall include all subcontractors as insureds under its 

policies or shall furnish separate certificates and endorsements for each 
subcontractor.  All coverages for subcontractors shall be subject to all of the 
requirements stated herein. 

 
3.4 Deductibles and Self-Insured Retentions.  Contractor shall disclose to and 

obtain the approval of City for the self-insured retentions and deductibles before 
beginning any of the services or work called for by any term of this Agreement.   

 
During the period covered by this Agreement, only upon the prior express written 
authorization of Contract Administrator, Contractor may increase such deductibles 
or self-insured retentions with respect to City, its officers, employees, agents, and 
volunteers.  The Contract Administrator may condition approval of an increase in 
deductible or self-insured retention levels with a requirement that Contractor 
procure a bond, guaranteeing payment of losses and related investigations, claim 
administration, and defense expenses that is satisfactory in all respects to each of 
them. 
 

3.5 Waiver of Subrogation. Contractor hereby agrees to waive subrogation which 
 any insurer or contractor may require from vendor by virtue of the payment of any 
 loss. Consultant agrees to obtain any endorsements that may be necessary to 
 effect this waiver of subrogation. The Workers’ Compensation policy shall be 
 endorsed with a waiver of subrogation in favor of the entity for all work performed 
 by the Contractor, its employees, agents, and subcontractors.  

 
3.6 Notice of Reduction in Coverage.  In the event that any coverage required by 

this section is reduced, limited, or materially affected in any other manner, 
Contractor shall provide written notice to City at Contractor’s earliest possible 
opportunity and in no case later than five (5) days after Contractor is notified of the 
change in coverage. 
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4. Remedies.  In addition to any other remedies City may have if Contractor fails to provide 
or maintain any insurance policies or policy endorsements to the extent and within the time 
herein required, City may, at its sole option exercise any of the following remedies, which 
are alternatives to other remedies City may have and are not the exclusive remedy for 
Contractor’s breach: 

 
� Obtain such insurance and deduct and retain the amount of the premiums for such 

insurance from any sums due under the Agreement; 
 

� Order Contractor to stop work under this Agreement or withhold any payment that 
becomes due to Contractor hereunder, or both stop work and withhold any payment, 
until Contractor demonstrates compliance with the requirements hereof; and/or 

 
� Terminate this Agreement. 
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City Council Staff Report 1 of 2 Zinfandel Complex Project 
December 15, 2014   

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: December 15, 2014 
 
TO: Honorable Mayor and Council Members 
 
FROM: Cyrus Abhar, Public Works Director 
 
SUBJECT: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A 

CONTRACT WITH MARK THOMAS & COMPANY, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$724,368 TO DESIGN THE ZINFANDEL COMPLEX PROJECT 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Adopt Resolution 141-2014. 
 
RESULT OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
Adoption of Resolution 141-2014 will authorize the City Manager to execute a contract with 
Mark Thomas & Company, Inc. in the amount of $724,368 to design the Zinfandel Complex 
Project.   
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Zinfandel Drive from International Drive to Folsom Boulevard (referred to as the Zinfandel 
Complex) is a highly congested roadway with several closely spaced signalized intersections 
including the Highway 50 interchange. The Public Works Department applied and received 
Federal funding to study this section of the roadway and prepare the necessary design and 
environmental documents for a project to improve operations, safety and bike/pedestrian access 
along Zinfandel Drive.   
 
The congestion experienced in the existing project site can be attributed to the poor levels of 
service of both the eastbound ramps (Gold Center Drive) and White Rock Road intersections. 
Other adjacent intersections will also be evaluated including the westbound ramps, Olson Drive, 
Folsom Boulevard and Data Drive. The design will address lane balance and lane usage needs 
along with improved access for bicyclists and pedestrians.  
 

The contract with Mark Thomas & Company, Inc. will position the City to apply for construction 
grant funds and initiate a construction contract in the future.   
 
PROJECT FUNDING 
 
Funding for the Zinfandel Complex Project consists of $700,000 in Federal Grants. The 
remaining balance will be funded from Traffic Impact Fees. 
 

  

149

AGENDA ITEM 10.6



City Council Staff Report 2 of 2 Zinfandel Complex Project 
December 15, 2014    

The City of Rancho Cordova has not yet secured funds for the construction of the Zinfandel 
Complex improvement.  However, City staff will pursue future grant monies from SACOG for the 
construction of the Zinfandel Complex Project during the next phase of the Regional/Local 
Funding Program.   
 
This project is included in the City’s current approved Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) and is 
included in the 2014/2015 budget. 
 
ATTACHMENT 
 
Resolution No.141-2014. 
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CITY OF RANCHO CORDOVA 

 
RESOLUTION NO.  141-2014 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RANCHO CORDOVA 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN AN AGREEMENT  
WITH MARK THOMAS & COMPANY, INC., IN THE AMOUNT OF $724,368  

TO DESIGN THE ZINFANDEL COMPLEX PROJECT 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Rancho Cordova wishes to contract with Mark Thomas & 
Company, Inc., to design the Zinfandel Complex Project to improve operations, safety and 
bike/pedestrian access along Zinfandel Drive by improving operations for motor vehicles and 
improving access for bicyclists and pedestrians; and 
 
 WHEREAS, those services will exceed the maximum amount the City Manager has 
authorization to approve; and 
 

WHEREAS, there are sufficient funds budgeted to cover the costs of the contract in the 
amount of $724,368 to Mark Thomas & Company, Inc., and; 

 
WHEREAS, funding for the Zinfandel Complex Project consists of $700,000 in Federal 

Grants.  The remaining balance will be funded from Traffic Impact Fees. 
 
WHEREAS, City staff will pursue future grant monies from SACOG for the construction 

of the Zinfandel Complex Project during the next phase of the Regional/Local Funding Program. 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF RANCHO CORDOVA does authorize the City Manager to execute a contract with Mark 
Thomas & Company, Inc., in a form approved by the City Attorney. 

 
 PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Rancho Cordova on the ___ 

day of ___________, 2014 by the following vote: 
 

AYES:   
NOES:   
ABSENT:  
ABSTAIN:  
 
 
 
        ____________________________ 
        Robert J. McGarvey, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST:       
 
 
      
Mindy Cuppy, MMC, City Clerk  
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City Council Staff Report 1 of 2 Mather Veterans Village 
December 15, 2014   

f 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: December 15, 2014 
 

TO: Honorable Mayor and Council Members 
 

FROM: Jessica Hayes, Housing and Neighborhood Development Analyst  
 

SUBJECT: MATHER VETERANS VILLAGE PROJECT FUNDING 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 

Confirm authorization given to the City Manager to pay Sacramento County permit fees for the 
Mather Veterans Village project in an amount not to exceed $520,000. 
 
RESULT OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 

 

The Mather Veterans Village project will have the necessary permits to meet Tax Credit 
deadlines. The City will be reimbursed for the fees by the local housing trust grant by December 
31, 2014.   
 
BACKGROUND 

 

The City of Rancho Cordova has been a co-sponsor of the Mather Veterans Village (MVV) 
project since inception.  In 2012 the City was awarded a $2 million Local Housing Trust Grant to 
match $2 million dedicated from the City’s Local Housing Trust Fund.  One million from each 
source was dedicated to MVV for predevelopment and early construction costs, including 
architectural and engineering work, hazardous materials studies, and permit fees.   
 
City staff and Mercy Housing were negotiating fees with various different agencies to help save 
as much as possible on project costs, which delayed the final fee estimates from our various 
partner agencies. 
 
Unfortunately, the state manager for the Local Housing Trust grant, who has been very helpful, 
was not aware that Tax Credit projects have a fixed and final deadline.  The effort to reduce fee 
costs combined with the misunderstanding of the nature of Tax Credit projects resulted in 
delaying the State’s contribution of their $1 million trust fund grant money until after the Tax 
Credit deadline.  
 
On December 1, after the agenda for the December 1 City Council meeting had already posted, 
Staff were informed of the full cost of the non-building department fees while working on a 
strategy to ensure that the fees were paid and the project did not miss the critical Tax Credit 
deadline.  The full cost of the Sacramento County fees, which were the most crucial fees that 
must be paid prior to releasing building permits came to $486,847.46, in excess of the City 
Manager’s signing limits.  Staff conferred with legal counsel and presented to Council on 
December 1 an Urgency Resolution to allow the City Manager to pay the County permit fees so 
that building permits could be pulled on time.  
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City Council Staff Report 2 of 2 Mather Veterans Village 
December 15, 2014   

ATTACHMENTS 

 
1. Resolution No. 145-2014. 
2. Urgency Resolution No. 140-2014. 

 
2370332.1  
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ATTACHMENT 1 

 

CITY OF RANCHO CORDOVA 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 145-2014 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RANCHO CORDOVA 

TO CONFIRM RESOLUTION NO. 140-2014 THAT PROVIDED THE CITY MANAGER WITH 

THE AUTHORITY TO PAY FEES REQUIRED TO OBTAIN BUILDING PERMITS FOR THE 

MATHER VETERANS VILLAGE PROJECT IN ORDER TO MEET THE CALIFORNIA TAX 

CREDIT ASSOCIATION DEADLINES. 

 

WHEREAS, urgent action was needed in response to a complex financial transaction to 
ensure that state tax credits were awarded to the Mather Veterans Village project, and; 

 
WHEREAS, the Tax Credit deadline was December 8th ,and; 

 
 WHEREAS, the grant funds that were intended to pay these fees were not available for 
draw until after the Tax Credit deadlines passed, and; 
 

 WHEREAS, the City paid for the required permit fees in order to meet the deadlines, and 
the City has requested reimbursement for the fees from the State grant funds awarded to the 
project, and; 
 

WHEREAS, the need for this action only came to the attention of the City after the 
agenda for the December 1st Council meeting was posted.  The total costs of the fees were not 
available to the City staff until December 1st, 2014, after the agenda for the December 8th 
meeting had been posted. 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF RANCHO CORDOVA 1. Does confirm the authorization given to the City Manager to spend 
an amount not to exceed $520,000 from fund #2320 to pay for development impact and permit 
fees for the Mather Veterans Village Project.  

 
 PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Rancho Cordova on the __ 
day of ________, 2014 by the following vote: 

 
 
AYES:   
NOES:   
ABSENT:  
ABSTAIN:  
 
 ____________________________ 
 Robert J. McGarvey, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
      
Mindy Cuppy, MMC, City Clerk 
 

2370331.1  
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City Council Staff Report 1 of 1 Final Parcel Map for 3000 Sunrise 
December 15, 2014   

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: December 15, 2014 
 
TO: Honorable Mayor and Council Members 
 
FROM: Cyrus Abhar, Public Works Director 
 Marilyn Phelps, Assistant Land Surveyor 
 
SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF PARCEL MAP OF 3000 SUNRISE SUBDIVISION  

NO. DD7893 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Approval of Parcel Map of 3000 Sunrise Subdivision No. DD7893 of Parcel E, 56 P.M. 1 of 
Sacramento County Official Records; located on the west side of Sunrise Boulevard 
approximately 1400 feet north of White Rock Road.  
 
RESULT OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
Approval of this recommendation will result in the recording of the parcel map creating two 
parcels, allowing the existing buildings to be placed on individual lots. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The City Council approved the tentative parcel map on May 6, 2013, with conditions. The site 
contains two existing commercial buildings on a 1.71 acre site. The parcels are being divided 
into one 1.10 net acre parcel and one 0.61 net acre parcel. No new improvements are 
proposed. The final parcel map has been examined and checked for compliance with Title 22 
of the City Code and the California State Map Act. A copy of the final map (Attachment 1) 
and vicinity map (Attachment 2) are included with this letter.  
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 

1. 8 ½ X 11 Copy of Final Map. 
2. Vicinity Map. 
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 MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: December 15, 2014 
 
TO: Honorable Mayor and Council Members 
 
FROM: Paul Junker, Planning Director 
 
SUBJECT: SUNRIDGE GENERAL COMMERCIAL OVERLAY ZONING DISTRICT 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Introduce and waive first reading of Ordinance No. 23-2014. 
 
RESULT OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
Adoption of Ordinance No. 23-2014 would establish the Sunridge General Commercial Overlay 
District (SGC Overlay). Establishment of the SGC Overlay would assure that adequate 
commercial sites are available to accommodate commercial development needed to serve 
residents located generally east of Sunrise Boulevard and south of Douglas Road by limiting 
certain uses on the affected properties. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On July 15, 2014 the City Council conducted a work session to consider potential supplemental 
regulations that would apply to four commercial sites that are zoned GC in the SunRidge 
Specific Plan area. During this work session Council provided initial direction to staff to establish 
the SGC Overlay. 
 
Following that work session, staff continued a dialogue with affected property owners and two 
additional options for the SGC Overlay regulations were developed. These options were 
presented to Council on December 1, 2014 and during that meeting the City Council selected its 
preferred approach. 
 
The attached Ordinance would amend the City’s Zoning Code to establish the Sunridge General 
Commercial (SGC) Overlay District.  The provisions of the SGC Overlay District would apply to 
three properties zoned GC that are located adjacent to and south of Douglas Road. 
 
PROPOSED CODE AMENDMENTS 
 
Approval of Ordinance No. 23-2014 would establish the SGC Overlay, thereby limiting various 
uses on three SGC zoned properties adjacent to Douglas Road as depicted on Figure 1.  
Establishment of the SGC Overlay would also amend the allowed uses for the three SGC 
Overlay properties as identified in Table 1 of this report.   
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Figure 1 – SGC Overlay District 
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Table 1 – SGC Overlay District Use Table 
 

Use 
Sunridge General 

Commercial Overlay 
Zoning District1 

Current Zoning 

Dwelling, Multifamily N/P P 

Recreational Vehicle Parks N P 

Equipment Sales and Rental C P 

Maintenance and Repair, Small 
Equipment 

C P 

Auto and Vehicle Sales C L 

Auto and Vehicle Rental C P 

Auto and Vehicle Storage N P 

Vehicle Services, Major C P 

Vehicle Services, Minor C P 

Manufacturing, Small Scale C P 

Storage, Warehouse N L 

Wholesaling and Distribution N P 

1 -    No residential development will be allowed on properties within the SGC Overlay until 
180,000 square feet of predominantly retail commercial development is built on GC 
zoned properties identified on Figure 1 – such development must include a neighborhood 
grocery store. 

 
        Once 180,000 square feet of predominantly retail commercial development (including a 

grocery store) has been constructed upon one or more of the GC sites identified on 
Figure 1, multi-family residential development would be allowed by right on remaining 
SGC Overlay sites, subject to the regulations of the GC zoning district. 

 
Key: P - Permitted 

L – Permitted subject to Limited Use Permit 
C – Permitted subject to Conditional Use Permit 

 N – Not Permitted 
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FISCAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
The fiscal impact of the proposed action on City finances is anticipated to range between no 
impact to a beneficial impact.  The commercial uses that this action would promote typically 
generate less demand for service than residential development and generate more revenue for 
the City than residential development. Further, provision of retail and service oriented 
commercial uses will enhance the SunRidge community and promote a more vibrant 
community, thereby enhancing the fiscal stability of the City. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 
 
An addendum to the to the Sunrise Douglas Community Plan (SDCP) and SunRidge Specific 
Plan (SRSP) Environmental Impact Report (EIR) has been prepared pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15164 for the proposed zoning code 
amendments.   
 
The City has reviewed the potential environmental impacts related to the proposed zoning 
amendments. The City finds that no new or substantially more severe impacts would result from 
these amendments and that prior analysis contained in the originally certified Specific Plan EIR 
adequately address all environmental impacts. Based on the criteria discussed above, an 
addendum is considered the appropriate level of documentation to satisfy the requirements of 
CEQA, and no further analysis is required. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 

1. Ordinance No. 23-2014, establishing Section 23.325.090 - Sunridge General 
Commercial Overlay District of the Rancho Cordova Zoning Code (Exhibit A). 

2. 2014 Sunridge General Commercial Overlay CEQA Addendum. 
 

2369027.1  
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CITY OF RANCHO CORDOVA 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 23-2014 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RANCHO CORDOVA ADDING 
SECTION 23.325.090, SUNRIDGE GENERAL COMMERCIAL OVERLAY ZONING DISTRICT, 

TO CHAPTER 23.325 OF TITLE 23 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE 
 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RANCHO CORDOVA DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1.  Purpose and Declarations 
 
 WHEREAS, on July 15, 2014, the City Council of the City of Rancho Cordova (“City”) 
conducted a public work session to discuss issues and concerns related to allowed uses for 
properties zoned General Commercial (GC) within the SunRidge Specific Plan area; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council deemed it necessary to ensure land would be available to 
accommodate commercial uses required to serve the residents of development located 
generally east of Sunrise Boulevard and south of Douglas Road; and  
 

WHEREAS, the City Council provided direction to amend the City’s zoning code to 
clarify the allowed use rights for the General Commercial (GC) zoned properties within the 
SunRidge Specific Plan; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on December 1, 2014, the City Council further discussed issues related to 
Sunridge GC properties and, following discussions and public testimony, directed staff to 
establish the Sunridge General Commercial Overlay District; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the attached Zoning Map Amendment and Zoning Code text modifications, 
Exhibit A, implements the Sunridge General Commerical Overlay District as directed by the 
City Council. 
 
Section 2.  Findings.  
 
The City Council hereby finds that: 
 

A. CEQA Compliance.  The City prepared an Addendum to analyze whether 
supplemental environmental review to the SDCP/SRSP EIR (State Clearinghouse Number 
97022055) was required for the Project under CEQA (“2014 Addendum”).  The analysis in the 
2014 Addendum shows that none of the standards under CEQA for preparation of subsequent 
or supplement environmental review (either a Negative Declaration or EIR) have occurred or are 
met for the Project. The addition of Section 23.325.090 into the City’s Zoning Code is an activity 
within the scope of the General Plan EIR and SDCP/SRSP EIR and requires no further 
environmental review.  Further environmental review is not required because the proposed 
amendments do not meet the criteria for preparing a subsequent EIR or Negative Declaration 
under State CEQA Guidelines section 15162.  Furthermore, the Project is a procedural change 
in the Zoning Code that will not result in a direct, or reasonably foreseeable indirect, physical 
change in the environment.  Therefore, adoption of the Ordinance is not subject to CEQA 
pursuant to Guidelines Section 15060(c)(2).  All applications for development within any of the 
subject properties will be subject to the appropriate and applicable discretionary entitlements 
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and will be required to comply with the requirements of CEQA prior to the approval of the 
permit. 
 

B. Consistency with the General Plan.  The attached Zoning Code Amendment 
("Amendment" or "proposed Amendment") is consistent with the General Plan as required by 
Government Code Section 65454.  The Amendment is consistent with and implements the 
following provisions of the City’s adopted General Plan: 

 
General Plan Goals, Policies, and Actions: 
 

• Land Use Action.1.1.1 – Regularly evaluate the mix of land uses as the City grows to 
analyze build out conditions, market conditions, etc. 
 
Finding:  Section 23.325.090 will refine the allowed uses for three GC zoned sites within 
the SunRidge Specific Plan.  The refinement is necessary to ensure that commercial 
development that occurs within these sites is focused on serving the residents within the 
surrounding neighborhoods.  It will ensure that the market conditions remain competitive 
amongst the properties that are relying upon the same customer base. 
 
C. Required Findings.  The attached Zoning Code Amendment is consistent with 

the following additional required findings: 
 
Finding: The proposed amendment would not be detrimental to the public interest, 
health, safety, convenience, or welfare of the city. 
 
Evidence: The proposed Section 23.325.090 will refine uses for three GC zoned sites 
within the SunRidge Specific Plan.  The SGC overlay is necessary and is in the public 
interest to ensure existing and future residents are provided with the appropriate 
commercial services within close proximity to their homes.  The refinement in allowable 
uses is aimed at improving the convenience of these services and in turn, improving the 
welfare of the residents.  There are not health or safety concerns associated with the 
proposed amendment. 
 
Finding: The amendment is internally consistent with other applicable provisions of the 
Code. 
 
Evidence: Section 23.325.090 has been reviewed for internal consistency with the Code 
and includes references to the appropriate related sections. 

 
Section 3: Adoption of the Sunridge General Commercial Overlay District 
 
The City Council hereby adopts the new Section 23.325.090 of the Zoning Code attached in 
Exhibit A.  

 
Section 4:  Severability. 
 
If any section, subsection, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid 
or unconstitutional by the decision of a court of competent jurisdiction, it shall not affect the 
remaining portions of this Ordinance that can be given effect without the invalid provision and, to 
this end, the provisions of this Ordinance are severable.  This City Council hereby declares that 
it would have adopted this Ordinance irrespective of the invalidity of any particular portion 
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thereof and intends that the invalid portions should be severed and the balance of the 
Ordinance enforced. 
 
Section 5:  Publication and Effective Date. 
 
Within fifteen (15) days after adoption, a summary of this Ordinance shall be published once in 
the Grapevine Independent or the Sacramento Bee, a newspaper of general circulation printed 
and published in Sacramento County and circulated in the City of Rancho Cordova, in 
accordance with Government Code section 36933. This Ordinance shall take effect and be 
enforced thirty (30) days after its adoption. 

 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Rancho Cordova this _____ 

day of ___________________, 2014, by the following vote: 
 
AYES:  
 
NOES:  
 
ABSENT:  
 
ABSTAIN:     

 

 

       ________________________________ 
       Robert J. McGarvey, Mayor 
ATTEST:       

 

      
Mindy Cuppy, MMC, City Clerk 

  

2369036.1  
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 EXHIBIT A 

Rancho Cordova Municipal Code  
Chapter 23.325 OVERLAY ZONING DISTRICTS 

Page 1/3 

The Rancho Cordova Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 11-2014, passed April 21, 2014.  

Chapter 23.325 
OVERLAY ZONING DISTRICTS 

Sections:  
23.325.010    Purpose. 
23.325.020    Convention (CO) overlay zoning district. 
23.325.030    Transit oriented development (TOD) overlay zoning district. 
23.325.040    Flood (F) overlay zoning district. 
23.325.050    Planned development (PD) overlay zoning district. 
23.325.060    Planned development – County/city initiated (PDC) overlay zoning 

  district. 
23.325.070    Parkway corridor (PC) overlay zoning district. 
23.325.080    Surface mining (SM) overlay zoning district. 
23.325.090    SunRidge general commercial (SGC) overlay zoning district 

 
23.325.090 Sunridge general commercial (SGC) overlay zoning district. 

A. Purpose and Intent. The purpose of the Sunridge general commercial (SGC) 
overlay is to ensure commercial development sites will be available to meet the retail and 
commercial demands of residents in the southern portion of the City.  The SGC overlay 
district is intended to provide ample opportunity for a variety of community serving 
commercial endeavors while limiting those land uses that may detract from successful 
retail, grocery, and restaurant users.  Where there is a conflict between this overlay 
district and the underlying base district, the overlay district regulations prevail. 

B. The Sunridge general commercial overlay zoning district is applied to those parcels 
described in Figure 23.325-8 (Sunridge General Commercial Overlay District).  The 
district is generally defined as those parcels zoned General Commercial (GC) located 
south of Douglas Road within the SunRidge Specific Plan Area. 

C. The SGC Overlay shall expire January 14, 2022 unless the City Council approves 
an extension of the SGC Overlay District. 
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Rancho Cordova Municipal Code  
Chapter 23.325 OVERLAY ZONING DISTRICTS 

Page 2/3 

The Rancho Cordova Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 11-2014, passed April 21, 2014.  

 
Figure 23.325-8 Sunridge General Commercial Overlay District 

 

 
C. Allowed Uses. The permitted uses in the GC zone are set forth in Table 23.316-1, 

Allowed Use and Permit Requirements for General Commercial and Industrial Zoning 
Districts, except that in the SGC overlay zone the following additional restrictions apply: 

  

Land Use Category 
Sunridge General Commercial 

Overlay Zoning District1 

Dwelling, Multifamily N/P 

Recreational Vehicle Parks N 

Equipment Sales and Rental C 

Maintenance and Repair, Small Equipment C 

Auto and Vehicle Sales C 

Auto and Vehicle Rental C 

Auto and Vehicle Storage N 

Vehicle Services, Major C 

Vehicle Services, Minor C 

Sunridge General Commercial Overlay District 
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Rancho Cordova Municipal Code  
Chapter 23.325 OVERLAY ZONING DISTRICTS 

Page 3/3 

The Rancho Cordova Municipal Code is current through Ordinance 11-2014, passed April 21, 2014.  

Manufacturing, Small Scale C 

Storage, Warehouse N 

Wholesaling and Distribution N 
1 - No residential development will be allowed on properties within the SGC Overlay until 180,000 

square feet of predominantly retail commercial development is built on GC zoned properties 
identified on Figure 23.325-8 – such development must include a neighborhood grocery store. 

 
    Once 180,000 square feet of predominantly retail commercial development (including a 

grocery store) has been constructed upon one or more of the GC sites identified on Figure 
23.325-8, residential development would be allowed by right on remaining SGC Overlay sites, 
subject to the regulations of the GC zoning district. 
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November 2014  Addendum to the Final EIR 
 1.0-1 

This addendum was prepared in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA) (Cal. Pub. Res. Code §§ 21000, et. seq) and the State CEQA Guidelines (14 Cal. Code 

Regs. §§ 15000, et. seq).  This document has been prepared to serve as an addendum to the 

previously certified Sunrise Douglas Community Plan (SDCP) / SunRidge Specific Plan (SRSP) Final 

Environmental Impact Report (Final EIR) (State Clearinghouse No. 97022055).  The City of Rancho 

Cordova is the lead agency for the environmental review of the proposed Sunridge General 

Commercial Overlay District (project).     

1.1 BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE OF THE EIR ADDENDUM 

The Sunrise Douglas Community Plan (“SDCP”) and SunRidge Specific Plan (“SRSP”) was 

approved by the County of Sacramento (“County”) in July 2002.  The County certified an 

environmental impact report (“EIR”) for the SDCP and SRSP in July 2002 (State Clearinghouse 

Number 97022055) (“SDCP/SRSP EIR”) prepared in accordance with the California Environmental 

Quality Act (“CEQA”).  The adoption of the SDCP and SRSP and certification of a portion of the 

SDCP/SRSP EIR relating only to the analysis of long-term water supply and related impacts was 

set aside by Court order and City Council action in accordance with the Court order (City 

Council Resolution No. 117-2008 dated September 19, 2008).  Subsequently, on November 7, 

2011, the City certified a Court-Ordered Partially Revised Draft Environmental Impact Report 

(Revised DEIR) to the SDCP/SRSP EIR addressing long-term water supply plan and other water 

supply related issues (State Clearinghouse Number 97022055). However, the City did not re-

adopt the SDCP and SRSP.  

Subsequently, the City processed a rezone for the Montelena Douglas property and zoning map 

amendments for 4 other parcels in the SunRidge Planning Area that changed the zoning as 

analyzed in the SDCP/SRSP EIR to General Commercial (GC) (See table below for parcel and 

zoning information).   

    

Parcel Number SRSP Zoning Current Zoning Acreage 

067-0030-038 Limited Commercial General Commercial (GC) 13.53 

067-0030-039 Limited Commercial General Commercial (GC) 2.36 

067-0430-001 Shopping Center General Commercial (GC) 14.98 

067-0430-018 Shopping Center General Commercial (GC) 11.76 

067-102-0003 RD-7 Residential General Commercial (GC) 14.2 

 

For the Montelena Douglas property zoning changes, the City processed a Subsequent 

Mitigated Negative Declaration (SMND) to the project’s original Mitigated Negative Declaration 

(MND).  The original MND and SMND used the SDCP/SRSP EIR as a master EIR and incorporated 

the General Plan EIR by reference.  For the zoning map amendments, the City processed an 

addendum to the SDCP/SRSP EIR.   

The project as currently proposed, would incorporate a new overlay zone that applies to the 

above five General Commercial (GC) zoned properties south of Douglas Road within the 

SunRidge Planning Area.  This new overlay zone would further refine the allowed uses within 

those three properties.  Specifically, some uses would not be permitted or would require a 

discretionary permit within these parcels. 

The purpose of this addendum is to determine whether the CEQA standards for supplemental 

environmental review to the SDCP/SRSP EIR are triggered by the proposed project (Pub. Res. 
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Code § 21166 or CEQA Guidelines §§ 15162 and 15163).  Supplemental environmental review 

may be triggered if there would be new or substantially more severe significant impacts by 

prohibiting or imposing further regulations on allowed uses under existing regulations in the 

General Commercial zone for certain properties than was analyzed and disclosed in the 

SDCP/SRSP EIR.  Specifically, for the identified parcels, the SDCP/SRSP EIR would have assumed 

that residential units would be permitted.  This addendum will assume that these parcels could 

have developed residential units only in conjunction with commercial uses.  It is important to 

note that this proposed project would affect approximately 45 acres out of the total 6,042  acres 

analyzed under the SDCP/SRSP EIR.   

1.2 RELEVANCE OF THE GENERAL PLAN EIR 

The City of Rancho Cordova adopted and certified its first General Plan (the “General Plan”) 

and the General Plan EIR (the “GP-EIR”)in November of 2006.  The General Plan is the City’s 

overall guide for the physical use of the City’s resources, expresses the community’s 

development goals, and is the foundation upon which all land use decisions are made by the 

City.  The land use assumptions analyzed in the SDCP/SRSP EIR were figured into the land use 

assumptions utilized in the General Plan and in the analysis of the GP-EIR.  The circulation 

diagram of the subject properties was incorporated in the Circulation Plan for the General Plan 

and the impacts of development and operation of the Circulation Plan was analyzed by the 

GP-EIR.   

The General Plan EIR is hereby incorporated by reference into this addendum and will be used 

as a technical resource to provide information and analysis where appropriate.  See section 3.0 

for identified General Plan impacts that would have included the SunRidge Planning Area.     

1.3 BASIS FOR DECISION TO PREPARE  AN ADDENDUM 

The State CEQA Guidelines govern situations in which public agencies must consider proposed 

changes to an approved project.  Where an agency has already certified an EIR for a project, 

these legal principles disfavor the preparation of an additional EIR for the project, except in 

specified circumstances.  If, after certification of an EIR for a project, altered conditions or 

changes to a project occur, CEQA provides three mechanisms to address the changes: a 

subsequent EIR, a supplement to an EIR, and an addendum to an EIR. 

When a Final EIR already has been certified for a project, State CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162 

through 15164 set forth the criteria for determining whether a subsequent EIR, supplemental EIR 

or addendum may be prepared in support of further agency action on the project.  Under these 

Guidelines, a subsequent or supplemental EIR shall be prepared if any of the following three 

criteria are met: 

(a) When an EIR has been certified or negative declaration adopted for a project, 

no subsequent EIR shall be prepared for that project unless the lead agency 

determines, on the basis of substantial evidence in the light of the whole record, 

one or more of the following: 

(1) Substantial changes are proposed in the project which will require major 

revisions of the previous EIR or negative declaration due to the 

involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial 

increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects; 
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(2) Substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under which 

the project is undertaken which will require major revisions of the previous 

EIR or negative declaration due to the involvement of new significant 

environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously 

identified significant effects; or 

(3) New information of substantial importance, which was not known and 

could not have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at 

the time the previous EIR was certified as complete or the negative 

declaration was adopted, shows any of the following: 

(A) The project will have one or more significant effects not 

discussed in the previous EIR or negative declaration; 

(B) Significant effects previously examined will be substantially 

more severe than shown in the previous EIR. 

(C) Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to 

be feasible would in fact be feasible and would 

substantially reduce one or more significant effects of the 

project, but the project proponents decline to adopt the 

mitigation measure or alternative; or 

(D) Mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerably 

different from those analyzed in the previous EIR would 

substantially reduce one or more significant effects on the 

environment, but the project proponents decline to adopt 

the mitigation measure or alterative.   

Section 15163 of the State CEQA Guidelines states that a lead agency may choose to prepare a 

supplement to an EIR rather than a subsequent EIR if: 

(1) any of the conditions described above for Section 15162 would require the 

preparation of a Subsequent EIR and 

(2) only minor additions or changes would be necessary to make the previous EIR 

adequately apply to the project in the changed situation. 

Whether an addendum is the appropriate document by which to analyze the effect of changes 

in a project, changes in the circumstances under which a project is undertaken, or other new 

information relating to the project, is controlled in part by State CEQA Guidelines Section 15164 

(Addendum to an EIR or Negative Declaration), which states: 

(a) The lead agency or a responsible agency shall prepare an addendum to a 

previously certified EIR if some changes or additions are necessary but none of 

the conditions described in Section 15162 calling for preparation of a subsequent 

EIR have occurred.   

(b) An addendum to an adopted negative declaration may be prepared if only 

minor technical changes or additions are necessary or none of the conditions 
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described in Section 15162 calling for the preparation of a subsequent EIR or 

negative declaration have occurred. 

(c) An addendum need not be circulated for public review but can be included in 

or attached to the final EIR or adopted negative declaration. 

(d) The decision-making body shall consider the addendum with the final EIR or 

adopted negative declaration prior to making a decision on the project.   

(e) A brief explanation of the decision not to prepare a subsequent EIR pursuant to 

Section 15162 should be included in an addendum to an EIR, the lead agency’s 

required findings on the project, or elsewhere in the record.  The explanation must 

be supported by substantial evidence. 

The proposed Sunridge General Commercial Overlay District and its related environmental 

impacts do not meet the standards for requiring supplemental review.  In particular, the 

proposed Overlay District is not a substantial change to the project that may cause a new 

significant impact or that may substantially increase the severity of a previously identified 

significant impact (State CEQA Guidelines Section 15162[a][1]).    

As discussed and analyzed in Section 3.0, the proposed “allowed uses restrictions” associated 

with the project (as detailed in Sections 1.1 and 2.0) would not meet the criteria for preparing 

subsequent EIR or a supplement to the certified EIR (State CEQA Guidelines, Section 15162 and 

Section 15163).  The City has determined that preparation of this addendum to the EIR is 

adequate to fully comply with the State CEQA Guidelines. 

1.4 ORGANIZATION AND SCOPE OF THE ADDENDUM 

SECTION 1.0 - INTRODUCTION 

Section 1.0 provides an introduction and overview describing the intended use of the EIR 

addendum. 

SECTION 2.0 – PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

This section provides a detailed description of the project. 

SECTION 3.0 - ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS 

This section contains an analysis of the environmental impacts of the proposed project. 

SECTION 4.0 – REFERENCES
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This section provides an overview of the proposed Sunridge General Commercial Overlay District 

project.  For additional detail regarding specific issues, please consult the appropriate category 

in Section 3.0 (Environmental Analysis).  

 

Project Description   

The Sunridge GC (SGC) Overlay District will clarify appropriate uses for identified properties 

zoned General Commercial (GC) located in the SunRidge Planning Area. The SGC Overlay 

District is intended to provide ample opportunity for a variety of community serving commercial 

endeavors while limiting those land uses that may detract from successful retail and service uses.   

Table 1 – SGC Overlay District Use Table 
 

Use 
Sunridge General 

Commercial Overlay 
Zoning District1 

Current Zoning 

Dwelling, Multifamily N/P P 

Recreational Vehicle Parks N P 

Equipment Sales and Rental C P 

Maintenance and Repair, Small 
Equipment 

C P 

Auto and Vehicle Sales C L 

Auto and Vehicle Rental C P 

Auto and Vehicle Storage N P 

Vehicle Services, Major C P 

Vehicle Services, Minor C P 

Manufacturing, Small Scale C P 

Storage, Warehouse N L 

Wholesaling and Distribution N P 

1 -    No residential development will be allowed on properties within the SGC Overlay until 
180,000 square feet of predominantly retail commercial development is built on GC 
zoned properties identified on Figure 1 – such development must include a neighborhood 
grocery store. 

 
        Once 180,000 square feet of predominantly retail commercial development (including a 

grocery store) has been constructed upon one or more of the GC sites identified on 
Figure 1, multi-family residential development would be allowed by right on remaining 
SGC Overlay sites, subject to the regulations of the GC zoning district. 

 
Key: P - Permitted 

L – Permitted subject to Limited Use Permit 
C – Permitted subject to Conditional Use Permit 

 N – Not Permitted 

 
 

 

 

ATTACHMENT 2
180

AGENDA ITEM 11.1



2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

SGC Overlay District  City of Rancho Cordova 
Addendum to the Final EIR  November 2014 

2.0-2 

Figure 1 – SGC Overlay District 
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The purpose of the addendum’s environmental analysis is to identify and describe the potential 

new environmental impacts that would result from refining allowed uses for identified properties 

zoned General Commercial in the SunRidge Planning Area. 

The development footprint of the project site has not changed from what was analyzed in the 

SCDP/SRSP EIR. Programmatic impacts such as Agricultural Resources, Biological Resources, 

Cultural Resources, Geology and Soils, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, Hydrology and Water 

Quality, and Mineral Resources, would be equal or less than previously disclosed in the 

SDCP/SRSP EIR.  The below environmental impact analysis will focus on areas where the allowed 

use restrictions would have the potential to increase previously disclosed impacts.   

As stated in Section 1.0 of this addendum, the City’s General Plan EIR was certified after the 

SDCP/SRSP EIR and included the land use assumptions contained in the SDCP/SRSP EIR.  

Therefore, the below impact analysis contains both the disclosed impacts of the SDCP/SRSP EIR 

and General Plan EIR.   

3.1 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ANALYSIS   

AESTHETICS 

SDCP/SRSP EIR IMPACTS 

Visual resource impacts were globally addressed on page 4.32 of the SDCP/SRSP EIR. The EIR 

concluded that implementation of the project would not adversely affect views on nearby or 

distant scenic vistas. Views to the north consist of undeveloped land. Long-range views generally 

consist of rural/agricultural land uses, power transmission lines, industrial and aggregate 

operations, and military/airport operations.  

GENERAL PLAN EIR IMPACTS 

Impact 4.13.1 Implementation of the proposed General Plan Land Use Map will not result in 

substantial damage to scenic resources within a state scenic highway.  There 

is no impact. 

Impact 4.13.2 Implementation of the General Plan will encourage new development and 

redevelopment activities that could potentially degrade existing scenic vistas.  

This is considered a less than significant impact. 

Impact 4.13.3 Implementation of the General Plan will encourage new development and 

redevelopment activities that could degrade the existing visual character or 

quality of the Planning Area.  This is considered a significant and unavoidable 

impact. 

Impact 4.13.4 Implementation of the General Plan Land Use Map would create new sources 

of daytime glare, and substantially change nighttime lighting and illumination 

levels in the Planning Area, associated with new and redevelopment 

activities.  This is considered a less than significant impact. 

Impact 4.13.5 Implementation of the General Plan will encourage new development and 

redevelopment activities that would contribute to the cumulative alteration 

of existing landscape characteristics of the region.  This impact is cumulatively 

considerable and a significant and unavoidable impact. 
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These impacts were addressed in Draft EIR pages 4.13-5 through -18 (alteration of scenic 

resources within a scenic highway, degradation of a scenic vista, alteration of visual character, 

daytime glare and nighttime lighting, and cumulative impacts).   

SGC OVERLAY DISTRICT IMPACTS 

Overall, the proposed project would not result in new or increased severity of significant visual 

and light and glare impacts beyond what was addressed in the SDCP/SRSP EIR and General 

Plan EIR.  Restricting and regulating certain uses in the General Commercial zoned properties in 

the SunRidge Planning Area would not increase visual impacts in any way.  In fact, the proposed 

project would either not permit certain uses and or require a conditional use permit for certain 

uses.  Thus, no new or increased severity of visual resources/light and glare impacts would occur 

beyond what was addressed in the SDCP/SRSP EIR and General Plan EIR.  Furthermore, all future 

development projects would be subject to applicable City requirements pertaining to visual 

resources, as well as further CEQA analysis of project-specific impacts.     

AIR QUALITY 

SDCP/SRSP EIR IMPACTS 

Air Quality impacts were globally addressed on page 11.1 of the SDCP/SRSP EIR.  The EIR 

included Emission Reduction Measures intended to comply with Sacramento Metropolitan Air 

Quality Management District’s (SMAQMDs) requirement for a 15% reduction in air emissions from 

a project.  The EIR concluded that implementation of the project would have significant and 

unavoidable air quality impacts even with the implementation of Emission Reduction Measures 

and mitigation measures.   

GENERAL PLAN EIR IMPACTS 

Impact 4.6.1 Implementation of the proposed City of Rancho Cordova General Plan land 

uses would conflict with the land use assumptions used 1994 SMAQMD 

Regional Ozone Attainment Plan.  This is considered a significant and 

unavoidable impact to air quality. 

Impact 4.6.2 Implementation of the proposed General Plan would result in short-term 

emissions generated by construction and demolition activities that would 

affect local air quality and could result in health and nuisance-type impacts 

in the immediate vicinity of individual construction sites as well as contribute 

to particulate matter and regional ozone impacts.  This is considered a 

significant and unavoidable impact to air quality. 

Impact 4.6.3 Implementation of the proposed General Plan would increase air pollutant 

emissions from operational activities of land uses within the Planning Area and 

will exceed thresholds for ROG and NOx, and other federal or state emissions 

standards.  This is considered a significant and unavoidable impact. 

Impact 4.6.4 Implementation of the proposed General Plan would include sources of toxic 

air contaminants that may affect surrounding land uses.  Sensitive land uses 

may also be located near existing sources toxic air contaminants.  This impact 

is considered significant and unavoidable. 

ATTACHMENT 2
184

AGENDA ITEM 11.1



3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS 
 

City of Rancho Cordova  SGC Overlay District 
November 2014  Addendum to the Final EIR 

3.0-3 

Impact 4.6.5 Implementation of the proposed General Plan would include sources that 

may expose sensitive receptors to construction and long-term odorous 

emissions.  This impact is considered a potentially significant impact, but 

mitigated to less than significant. 

Impact 4.6.6 Implementation of the proposed General Plan along with potential 

development of the Planning Area would exacerbate existing regional 

problems with ozone and particulate matter.  The proposed General Plan’s 

contribution to these conditions is considered cumulatively considerable and 

a significant and unavoidable impact. 

These impacts were addressed in detail in Draft EIR pages 4.6-14 through -38 (conflicts with 

attainment plan, construction air pollutants, operational air pollutants, toxic air contaminants, 

odor impacts, and cumulative impacts) with minor refinements made in the Final EIR (see Final 

EIR pages 4.0-5 through -7).     

SGC OVERLAY DISTRICT IMPACTS 

Overall, the proposed project would not result in new or increased severity of significant air 

quality impacts beyond what was addressed in the SDCP/SRSP EIR and General Plan EIR.  

Restricting and regulating certain uses in the General Commercial zoned properties in the 

SunRidge Planning Area would not increase air quality impacts.  In fact, the proposed project 

would either not permit certain uses and or require a conditional use permit for certain uses.  

Limiting residential uses in the SunRidge Planning Area and increasing commercial uses would 

shorten vehicle trip lengths over what was assumed in the SDCP/SRSP EIR and would lessen air 

quality impacts.  Thus, no new or increased severity of air quality impacts would occur beyond 

what was addressed in the SDCP/SRSP EIR and General Plan EIR.  Furthermore, all future 

development projects would be subject to applicable City requirements pertaining to air quality, 

as well as further CEQA analysis of project-specific impacts.     

LAND USE 

SDCP/SRSP EIR IMPACTS 

The proposed project is located within the area analyzed by the SDCP/SRSP EIR as urban 

development. The EIR included mitigation measures to reduce construction related nuisances 

and land use conflicts to the furthest extent feasible.  However, it was determined that land use 

impacts resulting from housing being placed in close proximity to the Sacramento Rendering 

Company would be significant and unavoidable even with implementation of mitigation 

measure LA-3.  Mitigation measure LA-3 requires an odor easement over residential properties.   

GENERAL PLAN EIR IMPACTS 

Impact 4.1.1 Implementation of the Rancho Cordova General Plan would not result in the 

physical division of established communities because the General Plan was 

designed to focus on redevelopment of existing urbanized areas and siting 

new development in vacant portions of the Planning Area, rather than 

developing in a way that might divide established communities.  The 

“building block” concept in the proposed General Plan, and relevant policies 

and action items, would ensure that such division does not occur.  

Accordingly, adoption of the General Plan is considered a less than 

significant impact. 
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Impact 4.1.2 Implementation of the General Plan could result in incompatibilities or 

conflicts between existing and future land uses in the Planning Area, including 

land located outside of the Rancho Cordova city limits.  However, 

implementation of policy provisions of the General Plan would reduce this 

potential impact to less than significant.  

Impact 4.1.3 Implementation of the proposed General Plan has the potential to conflict 

with applicable land use plans, policies or regulations of agencies with 

jurisdiction over parts of the Planning Area that provide for environmental 

protection.  This is considered a significant and unavoidable impact. 

Impact 4.1.4 The Rancho Cordova General Plan has the potential to conflict with the South 

Sacramento Habitat Conservation Plan, which is the only applicable habitat 

conservation plan in the Planning Area.  This is considered a less than 

significant impact. 

Impact 4.1.5 When considered with existing, proposed, planned and approved 

development in the region, implementation of the Rancho Cordova General 

Plan has the potential to contribute to cumulative land use conditions in the 

region that result in significant impacts to the physical environment.  This is 

considered a cumulatively considerable and significant and unavoidable 

impact. 

These impacts were addressed on Draft EIR pages 4.1-36 through -64 (division of established 

communities, incompatibilities between land uses, conflicts with relevant land use plans, policies 

or regulations, and conflicts with an applicable habitat conservation plan, and cumulative 

impacts) with minor refinements to the impact analysis made in the Final EIR (Final EIR page 4.0-

4).   

SGC OVERLAY DISTRICT IMPACTS 

Overall, the proposed project would not result in new or increased severity of significant land use 

impacts beyond what was addressed in the SDCP/SRSP EIR and General Plan EIR.  Restricting 

and regulating certain uses in the General Commercial zoned properties in the SunRidge 

Planning Area would not increase land use impacts.  In fact, the proposed project would either 

not permit certain uses and or require a conditional use permit for certain uses.  Limiting 

residential uses on parcels zoned General Commercial would lessen land use conflicts over what 

was assumed in the SDCP/SRSP EIR.  Thus, no new or increased severity of land use impacts 

would occur beyond what was addressed in the SDCP/SRSP EIR and General Plan EIR.  

Furthermore, all future development projects would be subject to applicable City requirements 

pertaining to land use, as well as further CEQA analysis of project-specific impacts.     

NOISE 

SDCP/SRSP EIR IMPACTS 

SDCP/SRSP EIR found that the project may place residential and other land uses in close 

proximity to roadways, which at the time could result in traffic noise in excess of established 

Sacramento County General Plan and Noise Ordinance Standards (FEIR, pp. 12.15–12.16). 

However, noise impacts were reduced to a less than significant level with implementation of NS-

5 of the SDCP/SRSP EIR. 
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GENERAL PLAN EIR IMPACTS 

Impact 4.7.1 Implementation of the proposed General Plan would result in subsequent 

development projects and cause an increase in construction noise levels that 

would exceed City of Rancho Cordova noise standards.  This is considered a 

significant and unavoidable impact. 

Impact 4.7.2 Implementation of the proposed General Plan would result in increases in 

traffic noise levels that would be in excess of City of Rancho Cordova noise 

standards.  This is considered a significant and unavoidable impact. 

Impact 4.7.3 Implementation of the proposed General Plan could result in future stationary 

noise sources that generate noise levels in excess of applicable noise 

standards for non-transportation noise sources.  This is considered a significant 

and unavoidable impact. 

Impact 4.7.4 Implementation of the proposed General Plan would result in the creation of 

new noise-sensitive land uses within the 65 dB CNEL noise contours contained 

within the Mather Airport CLUP.  Additionally, the implementation of the 

General Plan would result in the creation of new noise-sensitive land uses 

within over-flight areas of Mather Airport, thereby presenting the potential for 

annoyance from single event noise.  This is considered a significant and 

unavoidable impact. 

Impact 4.7.5 Implementation of the General Plan could expose future land uses and 

residents to light rail and public transit related noise.  This is considered a less 

than significant impact. 

Impact 4.7.6 Implementation of the proposed General Plan in combination with regional 

growth and traffic conditions (pass-through traffic) would increase 

transportation noise along area roadways.  This would be a cumulatively 

considerable and a significant and unavoidable impact. 

Impact 4.7.7 Implementation of the proposed General Plan, in combination with regional 

growth in surrounding communities outside of the Planning Area, would 

increase stationary noise.  This is considered a cumulatively considerable and 

a significant and unavoidable impact. 

Impact 4.7.8 Implementation of the proposed General Plan in combination with regional 

growth in the Planning Area and surrounding communities would subject 

more noise-sensitive land uses to airport noise.  This is considered a less than 

cumulatively considerable impact. 

These impacts were addressed in detail in Draft EIR pages 4.7-18 through -41 (construction noise, 

traffic noise, stationary noise, airport noise, light rail and transit noise, and cumulative impacts) 

with minor refinements made in the Final EIR (see Final EIR page 4.0-7).   

SGC OVERLAY DISTRICT IMPACTS 

Overall, the proposed project would not result in new or increased severity of significant noise 

impacts beyond what was addressed in the SDCP/SRSP EIR and General Plan EIR.  Restricting 

and regulating certain uses in the General Commercial zoned properties in the SunRidge 
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Planning Area would not increase noise impacts.  In fact, the proposed project would either not 

permit certain uses and or require a conditional use permit for certain uses.  Limiting residential 

uses on parcels zoned General Commercial would lessen noise impacts on sensitive receptors 

over what was assumed in the SDCP/SRSP EIR.  Thus, no new or increased severity of noise 

impacts would occur beyond what was addressed in the SDCP/SRSP EIR and General Plan EIR.  

Furthermore, all future development projects would be subject to applicable City requirements 

pertaining to noise, as well as further CEQA analysis of project-specific impacts. 

POPULATION AND HOUSING 

SDCP/SRSP EIR IMPACTS 

The SDCP/SRSP EIR referenced the population and housing analysis conducted for the project. 

The SDCP/SRSP references that population and housing impacts were addressed during the 

County’s General Plan Update that designated the project site for urban development.  Impacts 

were found to be less than significant.   

GENERAL PLAN EIR IMPACTS 

Impact 4.3.1 Implementation of the proposed General Plan Land Use Map would include 

land uses that promote the increase in population, housing, and employment 

to the area, and thus include substantial growth.  This is a significant and 

unavoidable impact. 

Impact 4.3.2 Implementation of the General Plan may result in the displacement of 

housing and/or persons due to the construction of infrastructure necessary to 

serve new development or revitalization efforts.  This is considered a less than 

significant impact. 

Impact 4.3.3 Buildout in the planning area, under the proposed General Plan Land Use 

Map, would include substantial population, housing unit and employment 

increases.  This is considered a cumulatively considerable and a significant 

and unavoidable impact. 

These impacts were addressed in detail on Draft EIR pages 4.3-10 through -20 (population, 

housing and employment increases, and the displacement of a substantial number of persons or 

housing, and cumulative impacts).     

SGC OVERLAY DISTRICT IMPACTS 

Overall, the proposed project would not result in new or increased severity of significant 

population and housing impacts beyond what was addressed in the SDCP/SRSP EIR and 

General Plan EIR.  Restricting and regulating certain uses in the General Commercial zoned 

properties in the SunRidge Planning Area would not increase population and housing impacts.  

While the proposed project would have the potential to increase the number of employees 

working in the area, it would simultaneously reduce the number of potential residential units on 

the project sites, resulting in a similar amount of growth to what was originally anticipated. Thus, 

no new or increased severity of population and housing impacts would occur beyond what was 

addressed in the SDCP/SRSP EIR and General Plan EIR.  Furthermore, all future development 

projects would be subject to applicable City requirements pertaining to population and housing, 

as well as further CEQA analysis of project-specific impacts. 
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PUBLIC SERVICES 

SDCP/SRSP EIR IMPACTS 

The SDCP/SRSP EIR referenced the public services analysis conducted for the project. The EIR 

found all public services impacts to be less than significant with implementation of identified 

mitigation measures.   

GENERAL PLAN EIR IMPACTS 

Fire Protection and Emergency Medical Services 

Impact 4.12.1.1 Implementation of the General Plan would result in the need for additional 

fire protection and emergency medical equipment and facilities that could 

result in physical environmental impacts.  This would be a less than significant 

impact. 

Impact 4.12.1.2 Implementation of the proposed General Plan could result in safety hazards 

associated with wildland fires in residential areas adjacent to open space 

and natural areas.  This is considered a less than significant impact. 

Impact 4.12.1.3 Implementation of the General Plan in combination with other reasonably 

foreseeable development (based on Sacramento County, and the cities of 

Folsom, Elk Grove, Citrus Heights, Galt, Lodi, and Sacramento General Plans 

land use projections), would increase the population within the SMFD service 

area, requiring additional fire and emergency medical services and related 

facilities.  The City’s contribution to the need for expanded fire protection 

services is considered less than cumulatively considerable. 

Law Enforcement 

Impact 4.12.2.1 Implementation of the General Plan would increase the Planning Area 

population and would result in additional commercial, industrial and 

recreational uses in the Planning Area uses, which may result in additional law 

enforcement protection facilities that could result in physical environmental 

impacts.  This would be a less than significant impact. 

Impact 4.12.2.2 The neighborhood design, home design, street design, and other features 

associated with implementation of the General Plan could reduce the ability 

of the City of Rancho Cordova Police Department to enforce the law and 

respond to crime and other emergencies in the project area.  This is a less 

than significant impact. 

Impact 4.12.2.3 Implementation of the General Plan and other reasonably foreseeable 

development in southeastern Sacramento County (based on Sacramento 

County land use projections) would increase the population within the 

Planning Area and surrounding area and would require additional law 

enforcement services and related facilities under cumulative conditions.  This 

is a less than cumulatively considerable impact. 
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Public Schools 

Impact 4.12.6.1 Implementation of the project would increase student enrollment in the 

Planning Area and require the construction of new schools and related 

facilities to serve the anticipated demand.  This impact is considered less than 

significant. 

Impact 4.12.6.2 Implementation of the General Plan in combination with other reasonably 

foreseeable development (based on General Plan land use projections for 

Sacramento County, Folsom, and Elk Grove) proposed in eastern Sacramento 

County would result in a cumulative increase in student enrollment and 

require additional schools and related facilities to accommodate the growth.  

This is a less than cumulatively considerable impact. 

These impacts were addressed in detail in Draft EIR pages 4.12-5 through -105 (fire protection, 

law enforcement, and public schools) with refinements made in the Final EIR on pages 4.0-13 

through -21.  

SGC OVERLAY DISTRICT IMPACTS 

Overall, the proposed project would not result in new or increased severity of significant public 

services impacts beyond what was addressed in the SDCP/SRSP EIR and General Plan EIR.  

Restricting and regulating certain uses in the General Commercial zoned properties in the 

SunRidge Planning Area would not increase the need for public services.  While the proposed 

project would have the potential to increase the number of employees working in the area, it 

would simultaneously reduce the number of potential residential units on the project sites, 

resulting in a similar amount of growth to what was originally anticipated. Thus, no new or 

increased severity of public services impacts would occur beyond what was addressed in the 

SDCP/SRSP EIR and General Plan EIR.  Furthermore, all future development projects would be 

subject to applicable City requirements pertaining to public services, as well as further CEQA 

analysis of project-specific impacts. 

RECREATION 

SDCP/SRSP EIR IMPACTS 

The SDCP/SRSP EIR determined that parks and recreational impacts would be less than 

significant with implementation of mitigation measure PS-7 that required the dedication of 99.5 

acres of on-site parks.  

GENERAL PLAN EIR IMPACTS 

Impact 4.12.7.1 Implementation of the General Plan would increase the demand for existing 

facilities and require additional parks and recreational facilities to 

accommodate the anticipated growth associated with the General Plan.  

This would be a less than significant impact. 

Impact 4.12.7.[2] Implementation of the General Plan in combination with other reasonably 

foreseeable development would require additional park and recreation 

facilities within the Planning Area boundaries and CRPD’s service area 

boundaries.  This would be a less than cumulatively considerable impact. 
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These impacts were addressed in detail in Draft EIR pages 4.12-5 through -105 (with refinements 

made in the Final EIR on pages 4.0-13 through -21.  

SGC OVERLAY DISTRICT IMPACTS 

Overall, the proposed project would not result in new or increased severity of significant 

recreation impacts beyond what was addressed in the SDCP/SRSP EIR and General Plan EIR.  

Restricting and regulating certain uses in the General Commercial zoned properties in the 

SunRidge Planning Area would not increase recreation impacts.  The proposed project would 

have the potential to limit residential uses on the identified properties and would result in the 

need for fewer parks and recreational facilities than identified in the SDCP/SRSP EIR. Thus, no 

new or increased severity of recreation impacts would occur beyond what was addressed in the 

SDCP/SRSP EIR and General Plan EIR.  Furthermore, all future development projects would be 

subject to applicable City requirements pertaining to recreation, as well as further CEQA analysis 

of project-specific impacts. 

TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC 

SDCP/SRSP EIR IMPACTS 

The Traffic and Circulation section of the SDCP/SRSP EIR assessed the potential traffic-related 

impacts resulting from buildout of the project (FEIR, section 10).  The EIR identified the following 

significant and unavoidable traffic impacts even with implementation of identified mitigation 

measures: 

 A significant number of trips will be generated by the Specific Plan under existing plus 

project conditions. 

 Development of the Community Plan will generate a significant number of trips. 

 The Specific Plan is expected to exacerbate traffic on freeway segments and ramps 

under existing conditions. 

 Development under the Specific Plan would exacerbate traffic on roadway segments 

under existing conditions. 

 Under existing conditions, development under the Specific Plan would exacerbate 

already unacceptable levels of traffic at some intersections and cause conditions at 

other intersections to deteriorate to a level that exceeds current standards.   

 A significant number of trips will be generated by development under the Specific Plan 

under cumulative conditions.  

 Traffic associated with development under the Specific Plan is expected to exacerbate 

future congested conditions on US Highway 50 and at several ramp locations.   

GENERAL PLAN EIR IMPACTS 

Impact 4.5.1 Implementation of the proposed General Plan would result in an increase in 

traffic volumes that would result in deficient level of service conditions in year 

2030.  This would be a significant and unavoidable impact. 

ATTACHMENT 2
191

AGENDA ITEM 11.1



3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS   
 

SCG Overlay District  City of Rancho Cordova 
Addendum to the Final EIR  November 2014 

3.0-10 

Impact 4.5.2 Implementation of the proposed General Plan would exacerbate 

unacceptable operations on eastbound and westbound U.S. 50 during the 

a.m. and p.m. peak hours.  This is considered a significant and unavoidable 

impact. 

Impact 4.5.3 Implementation of the proposed General Plan would result in an increase in 

traffic volumes, which could increase the potential opportunities for safety 

conflicts as well as potential conflicts with emergency access.  This is 

considered a less than significant impact. 

Impact 4.5.4 Implementation of the proposed General Plan would result in an increase in 

the demand for public transit service (e.g., bus and light rail service).  This is 

considered a less than significant impact. 

Impact 4.5.5 Implementation of the proposed General Plan would result in an increase in 

the demand for pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure.  This is considered a less 

than significant impact. 

Impact 4.5.6 When considered with existing, proposed, planned and approved 

development in the region, implementation of the Rancho Cordova General 

Plan would contribute to cumulative traffic volumes in the region that result in 

significant impacts to level of service and operations.  This is considered a 

cumulatively considerable and a significant and unavoidable impact. 

Impact 4.5.7 Implementation of the proposed General Plan would contribute to the 

cumulative demand for public transit service (e.g., bus and light rail service).  

The General Plan’s contribution is considered less than cumulatively 

considerable. 

Impact 4.5.8 Implementation of the proposed General Plan would contribute to 

cumulative demands for pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure.  The General 

Plan’s contribution is considered less than cumulatively considerable. 

These impacts were addressed in detail on Draft EIR pages 4.5-22 through -76 (study roadway 

segments, study freeway segments, roadway safety and emergency access, transit system, 

bicycle and pedestrian system, and cumulative impacts) with minor refinements made in the 

Final EIR on page 4.0-5.     

SGC OVERLAY DISTRICT IMPACTS 

Overall, the proposed project would not result in new or increased severity of significant 

transportation impacts beyond what was addressed in the SDCP/SRSP EIR and General Plan EIR.  

Restricting and regulating certain uses in the General Commercial zoned properties in the 

SunRidge Planning Area would not increase transportation impacts.  The proposed project 

would have the potential to limit residential uses on the identified properties and could result in 

an increase in commercial opportunities.  Increased commercial uses in the SunRidge Planning 

Area would help to shorten vehicle trip lengths for the approximately 23,000 residential units 

analyzed in the SDCP/SRSP EIR and General Plan EIR. Thus, no new or increased severity of 

transportation impacts would occur beyond what was addressed in the SDCP/SRSP EIR and 

General Plan EIR.  Furthermore, all future development projects would be subject to applicable 

City requirements pertaining to transportation, as well as further CEQA analysis of project-

specific impacts. 
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UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS 

SDCP/SRSP EIR IMPACTS 

The planning and analysis of water supply for the project area was encompassed in the 

SDCP/SRSP EIR. Following successful challenge of the EIR, an EIR was prepared outlining the 

water supply requirements and the potential environmental impacts of providing water to the 

SDCP/SRSP EIR. Known as the SDCP/SRSP Long-Term Water Supply Plan EIR, this subsequent 

document considered and documented these effects and determined impacts to be less than 

significant.  Wastewater and solid waste impacts were determined to be less than significant 

with the implementation of required infrastructure and services. 

GENERAL PLAN EIR IMPACTS 

Water Service 

Impact 4.12.3.1 Implementation the General Plan would require additional treatment 

capacity, storage capacity, and other conveyance facilities to meet the 

projected water demands.  This is considered a significant and unavoidable 

impact. 

Impact 4.12.3.2 Implementation of the General Plan would contribute to the need for 

additional treatment capacity, storage capacity, and other conveyance 

facilities to meet cumulative water demands with SCWA, GSWC and Cal-Am.  

The General Plan’s contribution would be cumulatively considerable and a 

significant and unavoidable impact. 

Wastewater Service 

Impact 4.12.4.1 Implementation of the Rancho Cordova General Plan would substantially 

increase wastewater flows and require additional infrastructure and may 

require additional treatment capacity to accommodate anticipated 

demands that would result in a physical effect on the environment.  This 

impact is considered significant and unavoidable. 

Impact 4.12.4.2 Implementation of the proposed General Plan, in addition to other 

reasonably foreseeable development in the eastern Sacramento County 

(based on the land use projections established in the Sacramento County 

General Plan), would substantially increase in wastewater flows and require 

additional infrastructure and treatment capacity that would result in a 

physical effect on the environment.  This is considered cumulatively 

considerable and a significant and unavoidable impact. 

Solid Waste 

Impact 4.12.5.1 Implementation of the General Plan would increase solid waste generation 

and the demand for related services.  This is considered a significant impact, 

but was mitigated to less than significant. 

Impact 4.12.5.2 The proposed project, in addition to proposed and approved projects in the 

region area, would generate solid waste that would require expanded 
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collection and disposal services.  The project’s contribution would be less than 

cumulatively considerable. 

Electrical, Natural Gas, and Telephone Services 

Impact 4.12.8.1 Implementation of the General Plan would substantially increase demand for 

electrical, natural gas, telephone and related infrastructure.  This is considered 

a less than significant impact. 

Impact 4.12.8.2 Implementation of the proposed project as well as potential development in 

the surrounding areas (based on Sacramento County General Plan land use 

projections) would result in cumulative utility service impacts.  The project’s 

contribution would be less than cumulatively considerable. 

These impacts were addressed in detail in Draft EIR pages 4.12-5 through -105 (water service, 

wastewater service, solid waste, electrical service, natural gas service, and telephone service) 

with refinements made in the Final EIR on pages 4.0-13 through -21.  

SGC OVERLAY DISTRICT IMPACTS 

Overall, the proposed project would not result in new or increased severity of significant utility 

and service systems impacts beyond what was addressed in the SDCP/SRSP EIR and General 

Plan EIR.  Restricting and regulating certain uses in the General Commercial zoned properties in 

the SunRidge Planning Area would not increase the need for utilities.  While the proposed 

project would have the potential to increase the number of employees working in the area, it 

would simultaneously reduce the number of potential residential units on the project sites, 

resulting in a similar amount of growth to what was originally anticipated. Thus, no new or 

increased severity of utility and service system impacts would occur beyond what was 

addressed in the SDCP/SRSP EIR and General Plan EIR.  Furthermore, all future development 

projects would be subject to applicable City requirements pertaining to utilities, as well as further 

CEQA analysis of project-specific impacts. 

3.2 CONCLUSION 

Based on the analysis of environmental effects provided above, the proposed project (i.e., the 

SCG Overlay District) does not necessitate the preparation of a subsequent or supplemental EIR; 

the proposed project does not satisfy the conditions described in Sections 15162 and 15163 of 

the State CEQA Guidelines calling for the preparation of a subsequent or a supplemental EIR.  

Because of the minor changes to the allowed uses table for the General Commercial sites for all 

proposed project would serve to refine and or limit certain uses, no significant impacts above 

what were disclosed in the SDCP/SRSP EIR are anticipated.   

In summary, the SGC Overlay District project and any altered circumstances since approval of 

the SDCP/SRSP EIR in 2002: 

 Will not result in any new significant environmental effects, 

 Will not substantially increase the severity of previously identified significant effects, 

 Will not result in mitigation measures or alternatives previously found to be infeasible 

becoming feasible, and 

ATTACHMENT 2
194

AGENDA ITEM 11.1



3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS 
 

City of Rancho Cordova  SGC Overlay District 
November 2014  Addendum to the Final EIR 

3.0-13 

 Will not result in availability/implementation of mitigation measures or alternatives that (i) 

are considerably different from those analyzed in the previous document that would 

substantially reduce one or more significant effects on the environment, and (ii) are 

unacceptable to the project proponent (The City). 

These conclusions confirm that, consistent with State CEQA Guidelines, this addendum to the 

SDCP/SRSP EIR adequately records and evaluates the potential environmental effects of the 

SGC Overlay District. 
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December 1, 2014 Council Review

• City Council began review of this item on 
December 1, 2014

• Following public comments and discussion, 
Council provided direction for establishing the Council provided direction for establishing the 
Sunridge General Commercial Overlay District

• Council directed staff to prepare regulations 
based on a proposal offered by Donahue 
Schriber with minor revisions
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Proposed Code Amendments

• No residential allowed on SGC Overlay sites 

until construction of 180,000 sq. feet of 

commercial/grocery store

• Residential allowed by right on any SunRidge• Residential allowed by right on any SunRidge

GC site after construction of 180,000 sq. feet 

of commercial/grocery store

• SGC Overlay expires after 7 years unless 

extended by Council

4
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Commercial Use Revisions
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Recommendation

Introduce and Waive First Reading of 

Ordinance No. 23-2014

Enactment of this ordinance will establish Enactment of this ordinance will establish 

the Sunridge General Commercial Overlay, 

thereby limiting certain uses on Sunridge GC 

properties for a period of seven years.
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Questions and CommentsQuestions and Comments
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MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: December 15, 2014 
 

TO: Honorable Mayor and Council Members 
 

FROM: Cyrus Abhar, Public Works Director 
 Britton Snipes, Senior Civil Engineer 
 

SUBJECT: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY COUNCIL TO ADOPT A MITIGATED 

NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR ROUTINE MAINTENANCE OF STREAM 

CHANNELS AND DRAINAGE FACILITIES IN RANCHO CORDOVA 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
Adopt Resolution No. 143-2014. 
 
RESULT OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 

 
Adoption of this resolution will approve and adopt an environmental study that was required for 
routine maintenance activities occurring within stream channels and drainage facilities in 
Rancho Cordova. Adoption of the environmental study allows the City to enter into a Routine 
Maintenance Agreement with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife so that it can 
perform the needed maintenance activities. 
 
BACKGROUND 

 
As part of the ongoing storm drain operations and maintenance provided by the City since July 
1, 2014, the City’s contractors must enter the stream channels, drainage facilities, and levees in 
Rancho Cordova. The routine maintenance of stream channels, drainage facilities, and levees 
consists of the engineering, regulatory compliance, operations, and maintenance of the storm 
drain system and approximately 88 miles of natural creeks/channels, 17 miles of unlined open 
channel, 5 miles of concrete-lined channels, 2 levees, and detention/water quality basins which 
convey and store stormwater in the City.  
 
The City determined that the needed maintenance services are subject to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and prepared an Initial Study pursuant to the CEQA. The 
CEQA Initial Study with Mitigated Negative Declaration (ISMND) for the routine maintenance of 
stream channels and drainage facilities covers the City’s activities within its stream channels, 
drainage facilities, and levees. The ISMND discloses potentially environmentally sensitive 
actions and incorporates avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures to reduce impacts 
to a less than significant level. The CEQA ISMND regulates the City’s activities within these 
areas and furthermore restricts the timeframe in which the City and its contractors can perform 
these routine activities. Prior to July 1, 2014, Sacramento County Department of Water 
Resources held the agreement on behalf of the City. 
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This ISMND authorizes the City to perform specified routine maintenance projects in the City 
and requires the City to comply with general and specific measures when performing such 
projects to prevent and substantial adverse impacts to sensitive resources in the City. 
 
This agreement does not apply to emergency work the City must perform to protect life or 
property.  
 
Adoption of the ISMND allows the City to move forward with a Routine Maintenance Agreement 
with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), the agency that has jurisdiction 
over the City’s routine maintenance activities in stream channels and drainage facilities. 
Therefore, staff recommends that City Council approve the attached Resolution 143-2014, 
which accepts the ISMND and allows the City to enter into a Routine Maintenance Agreement 
with CDFW. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 

 
There is a minor fiscal impact associated with this recommended action. The agreement sets up 
parameters where the City must file a Notice of Determination to adopt the ISMND. The CEQA 
filing fee is $2,207.25, paid to the Sacramento County Clerk Recorder. This fee will be paid out 
of the City’s storm water utility fee revenue fund. 
 
ATTACHMENT 

 
Resolution No. 143-2014, including Exhibit A: Initial Study with Mitigated Negative Declaration 
(ISMND) for Routine Maintenance of Stream Channels and Drainage Facilities in Rancho 
Cordova. 
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CITY OF RANCHO CORDOVA 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 143-2014 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RANCHO CORDOVA 

ADOPTING THE MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARACTION FOR  

ROUTINE MAINTENANCE OF STREAM CHANNELS AND  

DRAINAGE FACILITIES IN RANCHO CORDOVA 
 

WHEREAS, the City is required to enter into a Routine Maintenance Agreement with the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife to provide routine maintenance of its stream channels 
and drainage facilities; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City determined that the needed maintenance services are subject to 

the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and prepared an Initial Study pursuant to 
CEQA, attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated herein by reference, evaluating the 
potential environmental effects of the project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, a CEQA Initial Study with Mitigated Negative Declaration (ISMND) for these 
routine maintenance activities was necessary because these actions could substantially 
adversely affect environmentally sensitive resources in the City without the avoidance, 
minimization, and mitigation measures contained within the document; and  
 

WHEREAS, the City determined the maintenance activities would not result in any 
environmental impacts as identified in the ISMND; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City distributed the Notice of Intent (NOI) to adopt the ISMND on 
September 5, 2014, and the Notice was published in the Grapevine Independent, posted at the 
Sacramento County Clerk’s Office, distributed through the State Clearinghouse, and posted at 
the City offices, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines, Section 15072. A 30-day review and comment 
period for the ISMND opened on September 5, 2014, and closed on October 6, 2014. The 
ISMND was made available to the public during this review period; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City received comments within the 30-day public review period and 
responded to those comments in the final signed ISMND (Attachment 1); and 

 
WHEREAS, the City considered the comments received during the public review period 

and they do not alter the conclusions in the ISMND; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council has reviewed the ISMND and find that these documents 

reflect its independent judgment; and 
 
WHEREAS, on December 15, 2014, the City Council held a properly noticed public 

hearing and deliberated on the item. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF RANCHO CORDOVA does authorize the adoption of the Mitigated Negative Declaration for 
Routine Maintenance of Stream Channels and Drainage Facilities in Rancho Cordova, which 
will allow the City to enter into a Routine Maintenance Agreement with the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife to provide these maintenance services. 
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 PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Rancho Cordova on the 
_____ day of ___________, 2014 by the following vote: 

 
 
AYES:   
 

NOES:   
 

ABSENT:  
 

ABSTAIN:  
 
 
 
 ____________________________ 
 Robert J. McGarvey, Mayor 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
      
Mindy Cuppy, MMC, City Clerk 
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General Information About This Document 
 
What’s in this document: 
This document is a Mitigated Negative Declaration-Initial Study which examines the environmental effects of 
the proposed project located in the City of Rancho Cordova, Sacramento County, California. The document 
describes why the project has been proposed and the existing environment that could be affected by the 
project. 
 
The Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration were circulated to the public from September 5, 2014 to 
October 6, 2014. The comments received and their responses are shown in Appendix E: Public Circulation & 
Response to Public Comments. Elsewhere throughout this document, a line in the right margin indicates a 
change has been made since the draft environmental document was circulated to the public. 
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INTRODUCTION AND PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 
Project Background 
 
The City of Rancho Cordova’s (City) Stormwater Program and drainage services are administered 
by the City’s Public Works Department which includes engineering, regulatory compliance, and 
operations and maintenance of the storm drain system. The City is approximately 34 square miles, 
relies on two levees and approximately 88 miles of creek, 17 miles of unlined open channels and 5 
miles of concrete-lined channels to convey stormwater, and manages many detention/water quality 
basins. 
 
The County of Sacramento has been providing maintenance of creeks and channels in Rancho 
Cordova. The routine maintenance activities are covered under a Routine Maintenance Agreement 
(RMA) between the County of Sacramento and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(CDFW) for activities in unimproved and improved channels. In July 2014, the City assumed 
drainage maintenance activities from the County. To establish authority to perform maintenance 
activities within jurisdictional components of the creek and stormwater system, the City is required 
to enter into a RMA with CDFW that meets the current code requirements. Work within Waters of 
the U.S. is authorized under U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Nationwide Permit 3 for Maintenance or 
Nationwide Permit 13 for Bank Stabilization. Water quality measures from the City’s Multiple 
Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) program would apply to the maintenance activities.  
 
The City is the project proponent for the project and is the lead agency under the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The project is locally funded. 
 
Project Location 
 
Routine maintenance activities would take place at the two levees and improved and unimproved 
drainage channels and creeks throughout the City for a period of 12 years (see Figure 1 Project 
Vicinity and Figure 2 Project Location). The following creeks and canals are located within the 
City’s boundaries and could require maintenance: Tributaries to the Lower American River 1 and 2, 
Laguna Creek 1 and 2, Morrison Creek 1 through 5, Buffalo Creek, and Cordova Creek (Dawes 
Canal) (see Figure 3 Project Area). In addition multiple unnamed drainage ditches, canals, drainage 
swales and overland relief within the City limits would undergo routine maintenance. City staff 
would also maintain the two levees and detention/water quality basins within City limits. The areas 
as denoted on Figure 3 as outside of the Project Area are currently undeveloped and do not require 
routine maintenance. 
 
Project Purpose and Need 
 
The need of the proposed project is to acquire a RMA with CDFW to allow the City to perform 
routine maintenance activities, in addition to capital improvement projects and vegetation restoration 
activities in areas within CDFW jurisdiction. The primary purpose of the proposed project is to 
maintain the design capacity of channels and other physical structures within the City limits in order 
to protect the City's investments and to prevent the loss of life and property.  
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Project Location 

Routine Maintence of Stream Channels and Drainage Facilities
City of Rancho Cordova, Sacramento County, California
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FIGURE 3
Page 1 of 8

Project Area
Routine Maintence of Stream Channels and Drainage Facilities
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Project Description 
The City of Rancho Cordova proposes to enter into a 12-year Streambed Alteration Agreement with 
the CDFW for the City to conduct routine maintenance activities, capital improvement projects, and 
vegetation restoration activities in jurisdictional improved and unimproved channels and drainage 
facilities, including those associated with capital improvements to the stormwater and roadway 
systems. For the purposes of this RMA, the City considers the limits of the CDFW jurisdiction to 
extend from the center of channel to the edge of riparian zones along creeks and the outer edges of 
wetland vegetation within wetlands. In addition, the City considers detention basins located within 
the outer edges of the riparian zone of creek systems to be included under CDFW jurisdiction.  The 
City anticipates completing approximately 5 to 30 maintenance projects a year. Any given project 
may take between 1 day and 12 months to complete. Maintenance activities would include the 
following (see Figure 4 Typical Cross Sections, found after the Project Description): 
 
Levee Maintenance 
The City would provide any necessary maintenance to the Larchmont Sunriver Levee and Cordova 
Meadows Levee in order to ensure levee functionality and operation. Activities anticipated for levee 
maintenance include vegetation removal, rodent control, and repair of any damaged segments. If 
necessary, the use of herbicides and pesticides will be conducted by a licensed applicator in 
accordance with the MS4 permit and existing regulations regarding application of herbicides and 
pesticides. 
 
At a frequency deemed necessary by the City, nuisance burrowing rodents (defined as gophers, 
voles, mice, and ground squirrels) on the levees will be controlled by Carbon Monoxide fumigation. 
 
Carbon Monoxide Fumigation will be conducted during the spring (February 1 –May 31) and will be 
applied by a certified and experienced applicator with the appropriate pesticide and CDFW permits. 
The City will follow all applicable state fumigation regulations, including but not limited to the 
posting of appropriate signage and preparation of a fumigation management Plan for burrowing 
rodents.  
 
Additionally, no less than 2 days prior to fumigations, tall grasses and weeds will be mowed or 
weedeaten to a height of four (4) inches to locate obscured burrows. The burrows will not be 
disturbed the day of application to avoid pre-mature temporary abandonment of the burrow. 
 
The City will follow all label rates and application methods. At a minimum, at the time of carbon 
monoxide application all burrow entrances will be completely blocked to prevent the escapement of 
fumigant or target species. Following fumigation, all fumigated burrows will be grouted as specified. 
 
Animal Population Control 
The City will determine the need to control larger mammals such as beaver, muskrat, coyote, or fox 
on a periodic basis. Should the City deem control of larger mammals such as control of beaver, 
muskrat, coyote, or fox, the City acquire and adhere to the requisite permits from the CDFW. 
 
Trail Maintenance 
The City would provide any necessary maintenance to access roads and existing City trails along 
creek corridors and at trail creek crossings. The City anticipates vegetation control equipment to 
largely be comprised of chainsaws and other hand tools, with the occasional use of a backhoe. If 
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necessary, the use of herbicides and pesticides will be conducted by a licensed applicator in 
accordance with the MS4 permit and existing regulations regarding application of herbicides and 
pesticides. The City would remove debris, woody and herbaceous vegetation, trees which are in 
clear danger of falling in or across a trail/creek crossing, trim obstructing branches and downed 
trees, and perform general maintenance on trail facilities such as pedestrian bridges, culverts, slope 
stabilization, erosion control, etc. Vegetation would be maintained to ensure a minimum clearance of 
5 feet from the edge of trail. Exact methods and locations of trail maintenance would be submitted to 
the CDFW for final approval through the Verification Request Forms (VRFs). 
 
New Trails and Access Roads 
The City may construct new trails, including Class 1 bicycle trails, along creek and canal corridors 
and may construct new maintenance/access roads as needed.  
 
Channel Alignment Maintenance 
At locations where property and City facilities are at risk, the City would maintain the current 
channel alignments to prevent creeks and drainages from altering course during large storm events. 
Activities may include the strategic addition of rock slope protection armoring, removal of sediment, 
etc. to the channel in order to maintain the current creek alignment. Exact methods and locations of 
channel alignment maintenance activities would be submitted to the CDFW for final approval 
through the VRFs. 
 
Conversion of Concrete-Lined Channels 
The City may undertake projects to convert existing concrete-lined channels to a more natural state. 
Exact methods and locations for these projects would be submitted to the CDFW for final approval 
through the VRFs. 
 
Debris or Obstruction Removal 
The City would remove debris, trash, rubbish, beaver dams, flood-deposited woody and herbaceous 
vegetation, downed trees, dead trees which are in clear danger of falling in or across a channel, 
branches, and associated debris that substantially obstruct water flow, reduce channel capacity, cause 
pump damage, accelerate erosion, damage concrete box culverts, metal culverts, or bridge structures, 
or could do so. In particular, beaver dam removal is a frequent and important obstruction removal 
project for the City. The City proposes debris and obstruction removal in creeks, channels, detention 
basins, dams, boat ramps, docks, and trails. Exact methods and locations of debris or obstruction 
removal activities would be submitted to the CDFW for final approval through the VRFs. Debris or 
obstruction removal may be followed by re-vegetation efforts. 
 
Removal or Replacement of Facilities 
The City would remove or replace culverts, inlets, manholes, above ground utilities, or other 
facilities within areas of CDFW jurisdiction. Removal or replacement of facilities may require the 
trimming or removal of vegetation, displacement of sediments and/or placement of materials within 
creeks, channels and basins, man hole lining, flushing, vactoring, Closed Circuit Television (CCTV) 
inspections, horizontal directional drilling, jack & bore, and open trenching. Culverts larger than 72” 
in diameter are not anticipated to be replaced under the RMA, and no more than 102 culvert features 
are anticipated to be replaced under the Agreement over the 12 year period. Exact methods and 
locations of removal or replacement activities would be submitted to the CDFW for final approval 
through the VRFs. 
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Silt, Sand, or Sediment Removal 
The City would displace or remove (under dry conditions) silt, sand, gravel, or sediment in the 
immediate vicinity (i.e., within 250 feet) of natural or man-made structures and facilities, both lined 
and unlined, that could substantially obstruct water flow, reduce channel capacity, accelerate 
erosion, damage concrete box culverts, metal culverts, bridge structures or other facilities. Such 
structures or facilities could include outfalls, bridges, culverts, beaver dams, basins, and the invert of 
creeks and channels. Exact methods and locations of sediment removal activities would be submitted 
to the CDFW for final approval through the VRFs. Removal of silt, sand, or other sediments may be 
followed by re-vegetation efforts. 
 
Vegetation Control in Channels 
The City would cut, mow, disc, or bulldoze on grasses, shrubs, and woody growth to maintain the 
designed capacity of floodways. However, the City anticipates vegetation control equipment to 
largely be comprised of chainsaws and other hand tools, with the occasional use of a backhoe. The 
City would cut, or mow weeds, grasses, shrubs, and woody growth to the extent necessary to 
conduct safety inspections. The City would cut, trim, or remove the lower branches of large trees to 
facilitate site inspections and maintain channel capacity. The City would remove dead trees, dying 
trees, and new trees less than 4-inches diameter at breast height (dbh) (diameter measured 4.5 feet 
above ground level) to maintain channel capacity and prevent erosion. The City would remove non-
native vegetation [e.g., arundo (Arundo donax) (a.k.a. "giant reed” or “false bamboo"), periwinkle 
(Vinca major), English ivy (Hedera helix), Algerian ivy (Hedera caneriensis), Himalayan blackberry 
(Rubus discolor), Chinese tallow (Triadica sebifera ), red sesbania (Sesbania punicea), Spanish 
broom (Spartium junceum), scotch broom (Cytisus scoparius), tree-of-heaven (Ailanthus altissima), 
black locust (Robinia pseudoacacia), tree tobacco (Nicotiana glauca), castor bean (Ricinus 
communis), pampas grass (Cortaderia selloana), green fountain grass (Pennisetum setaceum), 
eucalyptus (Eucalyptus spp.), saltcedar (Tamarix spp.), Russian olive (Elaeagnus angustifolia), 
water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes), edible fig (Ficus carica), etc.] to maintain channel capacity 
and improve native habitat. If necessary, the use of herbicides and pesticides will be conducted by a 
licensed applicator in accordance with the MS4 permit and existing regulations regarding application 
of herbicides and pesticides. The hand removal of invasive plant species may be performed by 
volunteers. The City would not remove sensitive plant populations without CDFW approval. In 
addition, the City would not remove or trim any elderberry shrubs prior to consultation with the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). Exact methods and locations of vegetation 
removal activities would be submitted to the CDFW for final approval through the VRFs. The City 
may partner with local nonprofits and businesses to perform creek/canal restoration activities 
through the establishment of an Adopt-a-Creek program. Creek restoration activities would consist 
of the vegetation control and restoration activities described here. 
 
Repair of Previous Erosion Control Work 
The City would repair previous erosion control work, including, but not limited to, failed rock slope 
protection, sacked concrete, or gabion sections. Such work would not extend beyond 100 linear feet 
of the existing revetted area. In some areas these activities and other routine maintenance activities 
may require fill near outfalls, bridges, culverts, basins, and the invert of creeks and channels. Types 
of fill materials would be riprap, soil, gravel material, or aggregate base and would come from 
commercial sources in the local area. Materials would be placed with equipment such as an 
excavator, backhoe, dump truck, bobcat, skip loader, front loader or other small construction 
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equipment. Exact methods, locations and volumes of erosion repair activities would be submitted to 
the CDFW for final approval through the VRFs. 
 
Water Diversions 
To minimize sedimentary effects to the channels and waterways, water diversions would be utilized 
as necessary. Dewatering is anticipated to occur at some locations. Diversion and dewatering plans 
specific to the individual routine maintenance would be submitted to the CDFW for final approval 
through the VRFs. 
 
Minor Erosion Control Work 
The City would slope, place earthen fill, install rocks and gabions, apply gunite, or take other 
necessary measures to control erosion on previously unrevetted areas. Such work would not exceed 
100 linear feet in length of the unrevetted area. Containment measures would be used to prevent 
deleterious material from entering state waters and avoid adverse impacts to fish and wildlife 
resources. Exact methods and locations of minor erosion control activities would be submitted to the 
CDFW for final approval through the VRFs.  
 
Bridge Washing, Graffiti Removal and Painting 
When work is required to occur within creek channels, the City would clean, wash, and paint 
structures within a stream zone. Containment measures would be used to prevent deleterious 
material from entering state waters and avoid adverse impacts to fish and wildlife resources. 
 
Geotechnical Sampling 
The City would obtain core samples and conduct other minor geotechnical testing in support of these 
maintenance activities, provided such work does not adversely affect fish and wildlife resources. The 
CDFW Agreement would not apply to emergency work the City must perform to protect life or 
property as described in Fish and Game Code section 1610.  
 
Water Quality Testing 
The City may obtain water samples to conduct water quality testing. Water quality testing may also 
be performed as an educational activity in the community to promote awareness of the importance of 
creek/waterway health. 
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Anticipated Fill Quantities Per Project 
 
In some areas the maintenance activities listed above would require fill near outfalls, bridges, 
culverts, basins, and the invert of creeks and channels. Types of fill material is anticipated to include 
riprap, soil, gravel material, aggregate base all from commercial sources in the local area. Fill 
material would be placed by excavator, backhoe, dump truck, bobcat, skip loader, front loader or 
other small construction equipment. The following calculations are estimates intended to provide 
quantities of area and volume that would be placed over a 12-year period. Final quantities for routine 
maintenance activities would be submitted to the CDFW through the VRFs: 
 

Outfall Fills  
Typical Small Project Area = (4 feet wide by 4 feet long) =16 Square Feet (SF) 
Typical Small Project Volume= (4 feet wide by 4 feet long by 2 feet deep)/27=1.2 Cubic Yards 
(CY) 
Typical Large Project Area = (50 feet wide by 100 feet long) =5,000 SF 
Typical Large Project Volume= (50 feet wide by 100 feet long by 4 feet deep)/27=741 CY 
 
Bridges/Culvert Fills 
Typical Small Project Area = (10 feet wide by 10 feet long) =100 SF 
Typical Small Project Volume= (10 feet wide by 10 feet long by 2 feet deep)/27=7.4 CY 
Typical Large Project Area = (150 feet wide by 100 feet long) =15,000 SF 
Typical Large Project Volume= (150 feet wide by 100 feet long by 3 feet deep)/27=1,670 CY 
 
Invert of Channel/Basin Fills 
Typical Small Project Area = (4 feet high by 10 feet long) =40 SF 
Typical Small Project Volume= (4 feet high by 10 feet long by 2 feet thick)/27=3.0 CY 
Typical Large Project Area = (20 feet high by 250 feet long) =5,000 SF 
Typical Large Project Volume= (20 feet high by 250 feet long by 2 feet thick)/27=370 CY 

 
Anticipated Sediment Removal Quantities Per Project 
 
Routine maintenance activities would also require displacement (under dry conditions) and removal 
of silt and/or organic matter near outfalls, bridges, culverts, beaver dams, basins, and the invert of 
creeks and channels. Excavation would generally be by small excavator, back hoe or hand tools. The 
following quantities are estimates of sediment removal over a 12-year period and include 
approximate quantities of area and volume for typical small and large occurrences. Final quantities 
for routine maintenance activities would be submitted to the CDFW through the VRFs: 
 

Outfall Sediment Removal  
Typical Small Project Area = (4 feet wide by 4 feet long) =16 SF 
Typical Small Project Small Volume= (4 feet wide by 4 feet long by 1 feet deep)/27=0.59 CY 
Typical Large Project Area = (50 feet wide by 250 feet long) =12,500 SF 
Typical Large Project Volume= (50 feet wide by 250 feet long by 4 feet deep)/27=1,852 CY 
 
Bridges/Culvert Sediment Removal  
Typical Small Project Area = (10 feet wide by 10 feet long) =100 SF 
Typical Small Project Volume= (10 feet wide by 10 feet long by 1 feet deep)/27=3.7 CY 
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Typical Large Project Area = (150 feet wide by 250 feet long) =37,500 SF 
Typical Large Project Volume= (150 feet wide by 250 feet long by 4 feet deep)/27=5,555.6 CY 
 
Beaver dam Sediment Removal  
Notch in Dam Area= (4 feet wide by 4 feet long) = 16 SF 
Notch in Dam= (4 feet wide by 4 feet long by 3 feet deep)/27=1.8 CY 
Small Downstream/Upstream of Notch in Dam Area= (4 feet wide by 10 feet long) = 40 SF 
Small Downstream/Upstream of Notch in Dam Volume= (4 feet wide by 10 feet long by 1 feet 
deep)/ 27 = 1.5 CY 
Large Downstream/Upstream of Notch in Dam Area= (20 feet wide by 250 feet long) = 5,000 SF 
Large Downstream/Upstream of Notch in Dam Volume= (20 feet wide by 250 feet long by 3 feet 
deep)/ 27 = 15,000 CY 
 
Channel/Basin Sediment Removal  
Typical Small Project Sediment Creek Area = (4 feet wide by 10 feet long) =40 SF 
Typical Small Project Sediment Creek Volume = (4 feet wide by 10 feet long by 1 feet 
deep)/27=1.5 CY 
Typical Large Project Sediment Creek Area = (150 feet wide by 250 feet long) =37,500 SF 
Typical Large Project Sediment Creek Volume = (150 feet wide by 250 feet long by 4 feet 
deep)/27=150,000 CY 
Typical Small Project Sediment Basin Area = (4 feet wide by 10 feet long) =40 SF 
Typical Small Project Sediment Basin Volume = (4 feet wide by 10 feet long by 2 feet 
deep)/27=80 CY 
Typical Large Project Sediment Basin Area = (250 feet wide by 250 feet long) =62,500 SF 
Typical Large Project Sediment Basin Volume = (250 feet wide by 250 feet long by 4 feet 
deep)/27= 9,259.3 CY 
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CITY OF RANCHO CORDOVA 
 

INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST 
 
 
BACKGROUND 

 
1. Project Title: Routine Maintenance of Stream Channels and Drainage Facilities 

 
2. Lead Agency: City of Rancho Cordova 

2729 Prospect Park Drive  
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 
 

3. Contact Person: Britton Snipes, P.E. 
2729 Prospect Park Drive  
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 
(916) 851-8710 
 

4. Project Location: Creeks, basins and waterways of the City of Rancho Cordova. 
 

5. Applicant: City of Rancho Cordova 
 

6. General Plan: City of Rancho Cordova General Plan  
 

7. Zoning: Miscellaneous 
 

8. Description of Project:  The Routine Maintenance of Stream Channels and Drainage Facilities 
Project consists of the engineering, regulatory compliance, operations and 
maintenance of the storm drain system, two levees, approximately 88 miles 
of natural creeks/channels, 17 miles of unlined open channel, 5 miles of 
concrete-lined channels, and detention/water quality basins which convey 
and store stormwater in the City. The completed project would provide 
routine maintenance of the storm drain system throughout the City.  
 

9. Surrounding Land Uses 
and Setting:  

The Project occurs throughout the City, which is approximately 34 square 
miles, relies on two levees and approximately 88 miles of creek, 17 miles 
of unlined open channels and 5 miles of concrete-lined channels to convey 
stormwater, and manages many detention/water quality basins. The areas 
east of Sunrise Blvd are largely undeveloped and contain a of natural water 
features including creeks, ponds, wetlands, and vernal pools, which are 
currently unmaintained and would remain unmaintained until these areas 
are developed. Once these areas are developed and the water features 
require maintenance, they would be included in the RMA. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED 
 
This Initial Study focuses on whether the proposed project may cause significant effects on the environment.  

The Initial Study is also intended to assess whether any environmental effects of the project are susceptible to 

substantial reduction or avoidance by the choice of specific revisions in the project, by the imposition of 

conditions, or by other means [15152(b)(2)] of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines. 

If such revisions, conditions, or other means are identified, they would be identified as mitigation measures.  

 

This Initial Study relies on State CEQA Guidelines 15064 and 15604.4 in its determination of the significance 

of environmental effects. According to 15064, the findings as to whether a project may have one or more 

significant effects shall be based on substantial evidence in the record, and that controversy alone, without 

substantial evidence of a significant effect, does not trigger the need for an Environmental Impact Report 

(EIR).  
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED 
 
The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at least one 
impact that is a "Potentially Significant Impact" as indicated by the checklist on the following pages. 
 

 Aesthetics   Agriculture Resources   Air Quality 

 Biological Resources  Cultural Resources   Geology /Soils 

 Hazards & Hazardous Materials  Hydrology / Water Quality   Land Use / Planning 

 Mineral Resources   Noise   Population / Housing 

 Public Services   Recreation   Transportation/Traffic 

 Utilities / Service Systems   Mandatory Findings of Significance 

 
DETERMINATION:  
 
On the basis of this initial evaluation: 
 

 I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 
 

 I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there 
will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or 
agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be 
prepared. 
 

 I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required. 
 

 I find that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact" or "potentially 
significant unless mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been 
adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been 
addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects that 
remain to be addressed. 
 

 I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because 
all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant 
to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures 
that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required. 
 

 
  
Signature 

 
  
Date 

 
  
Signature 

 
  
Date 
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ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

I. AESTHETICS - Would the project:     

a. Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic 
vista? 

   X 

b. Substantially damage scenic resources, including, 
but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and 
historic buildings within a state scenic highway? 

   X 

c) Substantially degrade the existing visual 
character or quality of the site and its 
surroundings? 

  X  

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare 
which would adversely affect day or nighttime 
views in the area? 

   X 

 
Discussion 

a. No Impact. Scenic vistas in the area include the American River and the Sierra Nevada mountain 

range. The proposed routine maintenance activities would not impact these scenic vistas nor would 

the proposed actions block existing views of the vistas.  

b. No Impact. There are no designated state scenic highways in the vicinity of the proposed project 

(Caltrans 2014). Therefore, no impact would occur. 

c. Less-than-Significant. Implementation of routine channel maintenance activities may result in the 

removal of trees and aquatic vegetation. The City of Rancho Cordova designed rivers, creeks, and 

waterways as significant visual features due to their function of a visual transition from natural scenic 

corridors to the City’s urbanized development areas. Routine maintenance activities would not degrade 

or alter this visual transition; however, vegetation removal may be necessary along some of these 

natural scenic corridors. Vegetation removal would be limited to only what is necessary to perform the 

City’s routine maintenance activities and would only occur within the creeks, drainage channels, 

detention basins or other waters. In addition, the City would maintain stream channels in such a manner 

that they will avoid removal of trees greater than 4 inches diameter at breast height (dbh) to the greatest 

extent feasible. Any removal of mature trees is anticipated to be rare and, when deemed necessary, is 

anticipated to occur in areas densely vegetated where the removal is unlikely to noticeably affect the 

visual environment. However, as a practice, the City would preferentially trim rather than remove live 

trees greater than 4 inches dbh. Therefore, overall, the open and natural resource conditions of these 

creek and drainage areas are expected to remain intact.  

d. No Impact. Construction of the project would occur during daylight hours. No night work is 

anticipated to take place during construction of routine maintenance activities. Further, project 

activities would not result in any new permanent sources of light or glare.  
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Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 
 

No mitigation is proposed or required; however, the following avoidance and/or minimization measures would 

be incorporated to minimize potential impacts:  

AES-1:  Vegetation removal would be limited to only what is necessary to perform the City’s routine 

maintenance activities and would only occur within the creeks, drainage channels, detention basins or other 

waters. 

AES-2: Maintain stream channels in such a manner that it avoids removal of trees greater than 4 inches diameter 

at breast height (dbh) to the greatest extent feasible. Any removal of mature trees is anticipated to occur in areas 

densely vegetated where the removal is unlikely to noticeably affect the visual environment. However, as a 

practice, the City would preferentially trim rather than remove live trees greater than 4 inches dbh. 
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

II. AGRICULTURE RESOURCES - In determining 
whether impacts to agricultural resources are 
significant environmental effects, lead agencies may 
refer to the California Agricultural Land Evaluation 
and Site Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the 
California Dept. of Conservation as an optional 
model to use in assessing impacts on agriculture and 
farmland. Would the project: 

    

a. Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or 
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as 
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the 
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of 
the California Resources Agency, to non-
agricultural use? 

   X 

b. Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, 
or a Williamson Act contract? 

   X 

c. Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause 
rezoning of, forest land (as defined in Public 
Resources Code section 12220(g)) or timberland 
(as defined by Public Resources Code section 
4526)? 

   X 

d. Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of 
forest land to non-forest use? 

   X 

e. Involve other changes in the existing 
environment, which, due to their location or 
nature, could result in conversion of Farmland, to 
non-agricultural use or conversion of forest land 
to non-forest use? 

   X 

Setting 

Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland),Williamson Act Land, 
forest lands, or timberlands do not exist at stream channels or drainage facilities being maintained as part of 
this project. 

Discussion 

a. No Impact. Routine maintenance activities would not convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or 

Farmland of Statewide Importance to non-agricultural use. 

b. No Impact. Routine maintenance activities would not conflict with existing zoning for agricultural 

use or a Williamson Act contract.  

EXHIBIT A 262

AGENDA ITEM 11.2



DOKKEN ENGINEERING INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

2014 ROUTINE MAINTENANCE OF STREAM CHANNELS AND DRAINAGE FACILITIES 

 45 

c. No Impact. Routine maintenance activities would not cause conflicts within existing zoning, or 

require rezoning of forest land or timberland.  

d. No Impact. Routine maintenance activities would not result in the loss of forest land or conversion 

of forest land to non-forest use.  

e. No Impact. Routine maintenance activities would not involve other changes in the existing 

environment that could result in the conversion of Farmland to non-agricultural use or conversion of 

forest land to non-forest use.  

 
Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

No mitigation is proposed or required. 
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

III. AIR QUALITY - Where available, the significance 
criteria established by the applicable air quality 
management or air pollution control district may 
be relied upon to make the following 
determinations. Would the project: 

    

a. Conflict with or obstruct implementation of 
the applicable air quality plan? 

   X 

b. Violate any air quality standard or 
contribute substantially to an existing or 
projected air quality violation? 

  X  

c. Result in a cumulatively considerable net 
increase of any criteria pollutant for which the 
project region is non-attainment under an 
applicable federal or state ambient air quality 
standard (including releasing emissions which 
exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone 
precursors)? 

  X  

d. Expose sensitive receptors to substantial 
pollutant concentrations? 

  X  

e. Create objectionable odors affecting a 
substantial number of people? 

  X  

Setting 

Climate in the Rancho Cordova area is characterized by hot, dry summers and cold, rainy winters. During 

summer’s longer daylight hours, plentiful sunshine provides the energy needed to fuel photochemical 

reactions between Nitrogen Oxides (NOx) and Reactive Organic Gasses (ROG), which result in Ozone (O3) 

formation. High concentrations of O3 are reached in the Rancho Cordova area due to intense heat, strong 

and low morning inversions, greatly restricted vertical mixing during the day, and daytime subsidence that 

strengthens the inversion layer.  

The City lies towards the eastern edge of the Sacramento Valley Air Basin (SVAB). The Sacramento 

Metropolitan Air Quality Management District (SMAQMD) is responsible for implementing emissions 

standards and other requirements of federal and state laws in the project area. As required by the California 

Clean Air Act (CCAA), SMAQMD has published various air quality planning documents as discussed 

below to address requirements to bring the District into compliance with the state ambient air quality 

standards (SAAQS). The Air Quality Attainment Plans are incorporated into the State Implementation Plan 

(SIP), which is subsequently submitted to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the federal 

agency that administrates the Federal Clean Air Act of 1970, as amended in 1990. 
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Ambient air quality is described in terms of compliance with state and national standards, and the levels of 

air pollutant concentrations considered safe to protect the public health and welfare. These standards are 

designed to protect people most sensitive to respiratory distress, such as asthmatics, the elderly, very young 

children, people already weakened by other disease or illness, and persons engaged in strenuous work or 

exercise. The EPA has established national ambient air quality standards (NAAQS) for seven air pollution 

constituents. As permitted by the Clean Air Act, California has adopted more stringent air emissions 

standards through the SAAQS, and expanded the number of air constituents regulated. 

 

The California Air Resources Board (CARB) is required to designate areas of the state as attainment, 

nonattainment, or unclassified for any state standard. An “attainment” designation for an area signifies that 

pollutant concentrations do not violate the standard for that pollutant in that area. A “nonattainment” 

designation indicates that a pollutant concentration violated the standard at least once. The area air quality 

attainment status of the SVAB and the City is shown on Table 1. 

 

Source: (CARB 2012) 

The Sacramento County/Sacramento Metropolitan Area portion of the SVAB is currently in nonattainment 

for state ozone, PM10, and PM2.5 standards. Concentrations of all other pollutants meet state standards. 

Ozone is not emitted directly into the environment, but is generated from complex chemical reactions 

between ROG, or non-methane hydrocarbons, and NOx that occur in the presence of sunlight. ROG and 

NOx generators in Sacramento County include motor vehicles, recreational boats, other transportation 

sources, and industrial processes. 

PM10, or particulate matter, is a complex mixture of primary or directly emitted particles, and secondary 

particles or aerosol droplets formed in the atmosphere by precursor chemicals. The main sources of fugitive 

dust are construction dust, unpaved road dust, and paved road dust. 

PM2.5 is atmospheric particulate matter having a particle size less than 2.5 microns (µm) in diameter. In 

2006, the EPA tightened the 24-hour fine particle standard from 65 micrograms per cubic meter (µg/m3) to 

Table 1: SVAB/Sacramento County/Sacramento Metropolitan Area Attainment Status 

 
Pollutant 

 
State of California Attainment Status 

Ozone Nonattainment 

Respirable Particulate Matter (PM10) Nonattainment 

Fine Particulate Matter (PM2.5) Nonattainment 

Carbon Monoxide Attainment 

Nitrogen Dioxide Attainment 

Lead Attainment 

Sulfur Dioxide Attainment 

Sulfates Attainment 

Hydrogen Sulfide Unclassified 

Visibility Reducing Particles Unclassified 
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35 µg/m3, and retained the current annual fine particle standard at 15 µg/m3. These health-based standards 

were developed in order to provide standards for limiting the levels of unhealthful pollutants being 

generated. 
 
Air Quality Attainment Planning 

In order to work towards attainment for ozone and PM2.5, the EPA Office of Air Quality Planning and 

Standards requires that each state containing nonattainment areas develop a written plan for cleaning the air 

in those areas. The plans developed are called SIPs. Through these plans, the states outline efforts they 

would make to correct the levels of air pollution and bring their areas back into attainment.  

Discussion 

a. No Impact. Routine maintenance activities would not conflict with or obstruct implementation of the 

SMAQMD Air Quality Plan (SMAQMD 2010) and activities would follow SMAQMD rules.  

b.  Less-than-Significant Impact. Routine maintenance activities may result in some temporary 

incremental increases in air pollutants, such as ozone precursors and particulate matter due to 

operation of gas powered equipment and land disturbance. However, the proposed maintenance 

activities would be periodic in nature and would not generate large amounts of dust or particulates. 

All routine maintenance activities would follow the SMAQMD rules and would implement all 

appropriate air quality best management practices (BMPs), including minimizing equipment idling 

time and use of water or similar chemical palliative to control fugitive dust. 

c/d. Less-than-Significant Impact. Emissions derived from routine maintenance activities would be minor 

and are not anticipated to exceed the SMAQMD’s emission thresholds for criteria pollutants. Further, 

maintenance activities would be conducted over a 12 year period at various creeks and drainages 

within the City and are therefore not anticipated to be concentrated at any particular location or point 

in time. Considering all maintenance activities are temporary, are anticipated to be short in duration, 

and the implementation of the proposed air quality BMPs, maintenance activities would have less than 

a cumulatively significant net increase in criteria pollutants and maintenance activities would also 

have less than a significant impact on exposing sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant 

concentrations. 

e. Less-than-Significant Impact. Routine maintenance activities would be temporary, minor, and located 

along levees, creeks, detention basins, and drainage facilities using standard construction equipment. 

Any odors or toxic air contaminants generated by the project would be limited to construction 

equipment and would occur at such low concentrations and/or for such a short duration as to be 

negligible. Project activities would not include industrial or intensive agriculture uses.  

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

No mitigation is proposed or required; however, the following avoidance and/or minimization measures 

would be incorporated to minimize potential impacts:  

 
AQ-1: SMAQMD’s Rules 401 (Visible Emissions), 402 (Nuisance), 403 (Fugitive Dust) must be followed. 
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

IV.  BIOLOGICAL - Would the project:     

a. Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly 
or through habitat modifications, on any species 
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special 
status species in local or regional plans, policies, 
or regulations, or by the California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service? 

 X   

b. Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian 
habitat or other sensitive natural community 
identified in local or regional plans, policies, and 
regulations or by the California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service? 

 X   

c. Have a substantial adverse effect on federally 
protected wetlands as defined by Section 404 
of the Clean Water Act (including, but not 
limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) 
through direct removal, filling, hydrological 
interruption, or other means? 

 X   

d. Interfere substantially with the movement of 
any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife 
species or with established native resident or 
migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use 
of native wildlife nursery sites? 

  X  

e. Conflict with any local policies or 
ordinances protecting biological 
resources, such as a tree preservation 
policy or ordinance? 

 X   

f. Conflict with the provisions of an adopted 
Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community 
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, 
regional, or state habitat conservation plan? 

   X 

 

Background 

 

Dokken Engineering biologists conducted the following literature searches for routine maintenance 

activities: the California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s (CDFW) California Natural Diversity Data 

Base (CNDDB) and the California Native Plant Society (CNPS) Electronic Inventory of Rare and 

Endangered Plants to identify habitats and special-status species occurrences within the Carmichael, Buffalo 

Creek, Sacramento East, Florin, Elk Grove, Sloughhouse, Folsom, Citrus Heights, and Rio Linda California 

EXHIBIT A 267

AGENDA ITEM 11.2



DOKKEN ENGINEERING INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

2014 ROUTINE MAINTENANCE OF STREAM CHANNELS AND DRAINAGE FACILITIES 

 50 

USGS 7.5 minute topographic quadrangles and a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) list of 

endangered and threatened species that may occur, or be affected by the project. Based on these literature 

reviews, a total of 37 sensitive species were evaluated and 16 of which were determined to have a low to 

moderate potential of occurrence. A summary of the federal and state special-status species found to have 

potential to occur within the routine maintenance areas are listed in Table 2. A determination of the species’ 

potential to occur within the routine maintenance areas are based on regional information regarding the 

species’ distributions, ecological requirements, and preferences for elevations and habitats.  

 

Setting 
 
Much of the native vegetative communities within the City are highly disturbed or absent due to urban and 

commercial development. However, the City does contain a number of native creeks and waterways which 

include the following: Lower American River, Tributaries 1 and 2 to the Lower American River Laguna 

Creek 1 and 2, Morrison Creek 1 through 5, Buffalo Creek, and Cordova Creek (Dawes Canal) and several 

other unnamed waterways and basins. Although the City’s project areas are predominately comprised of 

urban and barren/developed habitats, vegetative communities are still persisting within and adjacent to these 

creeks, waterways and surrounding basins in proximity to anticipated future or current routine maintenance 

activity areas. These vegetative communities include ruderal/disturbed annual grassland, blue oak-foothill 

pine forest, blue oak woodland, valley foothill riparian and freshwater emergent wetland and are described 

below: 

 

Routine Maintenance Activity Areas 

Barren/Developed 

The City’s project area is largely dominated by barren/developed habitat which includes buildings, parking 

lots, pavement and hardscape. The habitat is defined by the absence of vegetation with less than 2% total 

vegetation cover by herbaceous or non-wildland species and less than 10% cover by tree or shrub species.  

Urban 

Second to barren/developed habitat, the City’s project area largely consists of the urban vegetation 

community. Urban vegetation is variable, but is typified by planted and maintained mixed native and non-

native tree groves, street strips, shade tree/lawns, lawns, and shrub cover. Street tree strips are often planted 

along roads and walkways with either continuous and discontinuous canopies and often planted in grass or 

other ground covers. The structural characteristics of shrub cover are highly variable, but are frequently 

observed as hedges in the urban landscape and are dependent on species and maintenance (Mayer and 

Laudenslayer 1988). Within the City, urban habitat includes but is not limited to ornamental trees, decorative 

shrubs, and maintained lawn strips associated with City streets, parks, commercial space and residences. 

Ruderal/Disturbed Annual Grassland 

A portion of landscape within the City includes ruderal/disturbed annual grassland vegetation. Annual 

grassland is an herbaceous community dominated by non-native naturalized grasses with intermixed perennial 

and annual forbs. Previous disturbance and associated compaction of soils is greatest along localized 

anthropogenic activities associated within the immediate vicinity of local homes, roadways and other 
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developments. Ruderal/disturbed annual grassland in the City includes but is not limited to, undeveloped 

slopes, fallow lots and narrow strips along existing roadways.  

Blue Oak – Foothill Pine Forest  

Blue oak – foothill pine forest habitat typically is characterized by mixed hardwoods, conifers, and shrubs at 

elevations between 500 and 3,000 feet. Tree species associated with the habitat include blue oaks (Quercus 

douglasii), valley oaks (Quercus lobata), California buckeye (Aesculus californica), and occasionally 

interior live oaks (Quercus wislizeni), while the understory usually is comprised of patches of shrubs and 

annual grasses (Mayer and Laudenslayer 1988). Dominant plant species specific to blue oak – foothill pine 

forest within the City include blue oak, valley oak, interior live oak, canyon oak (Quercus chrysolepis), 

California buckeye, and gray pine (Pinus sabiniana).  

 

Blue Oak Woodland 

The blue oak woodland habitat is characterized by a blue oak dominated broad-leaved tree habitat at 

elevations between 500 and 2,000 feet within the western foothills of the Sierra Nevada Ranges. The blue oak 

woodland habitat is most often described as having an overstory of scattered trees which form open savanna-

like stands on dry ridges and gentle slopes. However, depending on water availability, this habitat has been 

known to form a nearly closed canopy. The understory is typically comprised of annual grasslands with 

occasional scattered shrubs (Mayer and Laudenslayer 1988). Blue oak is the dominant tree species specific 

to the blue oak woodland habitat within the City.  

 

Valley Foothill Riparian 

The valley foothill riparian community is typified by a dense, deciduous, riparian forest, with a canopy often 

composed of cottonwoods (Populus sp.), valley oak, and California sycamore (Platanus racemosa), while the 

sub-canopy is often composed of box elder (Acer negundo), and Oregon ash (Fraxinus latifolia). The 

understory is shade tolerant and typically composed of wild grape (Vitis californica), California blackberry 

(Rhus californica), buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis), elderberry (Sambucus sp.), poison oak 

(Toxicodendron diversilobum), wild rose (Rosa sp.) and willows (Salix sp.). This habitat is most commonly 

found along river channels and flood plains with fine-textured alluvium where flooding occurs and is 

commonly found at elevations between sea level and 3,000 feet above mean sea level (Mayer and 

Laudenslayer 1988). This habitat type is found adjacent to creeks, channels and basins throughout the City. 

 

Fresh Emergent Wetlands 

The fresh emergent wetland habitat is characterized by erect, rooted herbaceous hydrophytes (water-loving 

plants) which grow along the creeks and frequently flooded landscape depressions such as detention basins. 

The fresh emergent wetland habitat is typically dominated by perennial monocots and occurs at all elevations 

(Mayer and Laudenslayer 1988). When present, this habitat type is found within and at water's edge along 

creeks, channels and basins within the City limits and is typically dominated by bulrush (Scirpus sp.), cattail 

(Typha sp.), and sedge (Cyperus sp.). 
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Table 2: Special Status Species Potentially Occurring within the Project Areas 

Common Name Scientific Name Status General Habitat Description Potential for Occurrence 
and Rationale 

Plant Species 

Ahart's dwarf rush 
Juncus 
leiospermus var. 
ahartii 

Fed: 
CA: 
CNPS: 

-- 
-- 
1B.2 

An annual herb inhabiting 
grassland swales, gopher mounds 
and vernal pool margins of mesic 
valley and foothill grassland 
communities. Flowers March – 
May (98-751 feet). 

Presumed Absent. The 
species is present within the 
City but outside the project 
area. Maintenance activities 
would be in previously 
disturbed areas.  

Boggs Lake 
hedge-hyssop 

Gratiola 
heterosepala 

Fed: 
CA: 
CNPS: 

-- 
E 
1B.2 

An annual herb inhabiting clay 
soils and shallow waters of 
marshes and swamps, lake 
margins, and vernal pools. Flowers 
April-August (33-7,792 feet). 

Presumed Absent. The 
species is present within the 
City but outside the project 
area. Maintenance activities 
would be in previously 
disturbed areas. 

Dwarf downingia Downingia pusilla 
Fed: 
CA: 
CNPS: 

-- 
-- 
2B.2 

An annual herb inhabiting vernal 
pools and mesic valley and foothill 
grassland communities. Flowers 
March-May (3-1,460 feet). 

Presumed Absent. The 
species is not present within 
the project area, and would 
not occur around the 
maintenance site activities.  

Heckard’s pepper-
grass 

Lepidium latipes 
var. heckardii 

Fed: 
CA: 
CNPS: 

-- 
-- 
1B.2 

An annual herb found in alakine 
flats within valley or foothill 
grasslands. Flowers March-May (0 
- 660 feet) 

Presumed Absent. The 
project area lacks alkaline 
soils and the species does not 
have any occurrences in the 
project area.  

Legenere Legenere limosa 
Fed: 
CA: 
CNPS: 

-- 
-- 
1B.1 

An annual herb inhabiting wet 
areas, vernal pools, and ponds. 
Flowers May-June (0-2,887 feet). 

Low to Moderate. The 
project area contains wet 
areas where maintenance 
work would be completed, 
and the species has occurred 
in the project area.  

Northern 
California black 
walnut 

Juglans hindsii 
Fed: 
CA: 
CNPS: 

-- 
-- 
1B.1 

A native tree to California 
inhabiting riparian areas in the 
Inner North Coast Ranges, 
southern Sacramento Valley, 
northern San Joaquin Valley, and 
San Francisco Bay Area. Very few 
native, extant stands remain.  
Flowers April-May (0-3940 feet).  

Presumed Absent. The only 
CNDDB occurrence is over 
20 miles from the project 
area and is extirpated.  

Peruvian dodder 
Cuscuta 
obtusiflora var. 
glandulosa 

Fed: 
CA: 
CNPS: 

-- 
-- 
2B.2 

An annual parasitic vine inhabiting 
freshwater marsh communities on 
herbs such as Alternanthera sp., 
Dalea sp., Lythrum sp., Polygonum 
sp., and Xanthium sp. (49-918 
feet). 

Low to Moderate. The 
streams, channels and basins 
comprising the project area 
may provide suitable 
freshwater marsh habitat. 
The only CNDDB 
occurrence is over 11 miles 
from the project area.  

Pincushion 
navarretia 

Navarretia 
myersii ssp. 
myersii 

Fed: 
CA: 
CNPS: 

-- 
-- 
1B.1 

An annual herb inhabiting vernal 
pool communities, often in acidic 
soil conditions. Flowers in May 
(65-1,083 feet). 

Presumed Absent. The 
project area lacks acidic soil 
conditions and the only 
CNDDB occurrence is over 
1.5 miles from the project 
area.  

EXHIBIT A 270

AGENDA ITEM 11.2



DOKKEN ENGINEERING INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

2014 ROUTINE MAINTENANCE OF STREAM CHANNELS AND DRAINAGE FACILITIES 

 53 

Table 2: Special Status Species Potentially Occurring within the Project Areas 

Common Name Scientific Name Status General Habitat Description Potential for Occurrence 
and Rationale 

Sacramento 
Orcutt grass 

Orcuttia viscida 
Fed: 
CA: 
CNPS: 

E 
E 
1B.1 

An annual herb inhabiting vernal 
pools. Flowers April-July (98-328 
feet). 

Presumed Absent. The 
species is present within the 
City but outside the project 
area. Maintenance activities 
would be in previously 
disturbed areas and is 
unlikely to be near vernal 
pools. 

Saline clover 
Trifolium 
hydrophilum 

Fed: 
CA: 
CNPS: 

-- 
-- 
1B.2 

An annual herb inhabiting mesic 
alkaline soils within marshes, 
swamps, vernal pools, and valley/ 
foothill grasslands. Flowers April-
June (0 - 1000 feet). 

Presumed Absent. The 
project area does not contain 
alkaline soils and the nearest 
CNDDB occurrence is 
approximately 14 miles 
away. 

Sanford's 
arrowhead 

Sagittaria 
sanfordii 

Fed: 
CA: 
CNPS: 

-- 
-- 
1B.2 

A perennial rhizomatous herb 
inhabiting freshwater marshes, 
swamps, ponds and ditches. 
Flowers May-October (0-2,132 
feet). 

Low to Moderate. The 
streams, channels and basins 
comprising the project area 
may provide suitable wetland 
habitat for Sanford's 
arrowhead and CNDDB 
reports occurrences of it 
within the project area. 

Slender Orcutt 
grass 

Orcuttia tenuis 
Fed: 
CA: 
CNPS: 

T 
E 
1B.1 

An annual herb inhabiting vernal 
pools. Flowers May-October (115-
5,774 feet). 

Presumed Absent. The 
species is present within the 
City but outside the project 
area. Maintenance activities 
would be in previously 
disturbed areas and is 
unlikely to be near vernal 
pools.  

Woolly rose-
mallow 

Hibiscus 
lasiocarpos var. 
occidentalis 

Fed: 
CA: 
CNPS: 

-- 
-- 
1B.2 

A perennial rhizomatous herb 
inhabiting freshwater wetlands, 
wet banks, and marshes. Flowers 
June-September (0-394 feet). 

Low to Moderate.  The 
streams, channels and basins 
comprising the project area 
may provide suitable wetland 
habitat for the species; 
however, the closest CNDDB 
occurrence is over 10 miles 
away.  

Avian Species 

Bald eagle 
Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus 

Fed: 
CA: 
DFW: 

D 
E 
FP 

Species occurs near ocean 
shores, lakes, rivers, rangelands 
and coastal wetlands for nesting 
and wintering; nesting occurs 
within 1 mile of a water source 
with abundant fish near 
mountain forests and woodlands. 
Prefers ponderosa pines for 
nesting. 

Low to Moderate. The 
project area includes riparian 
and woodland vegetation in 
proximity to large bodies of 
water potentially suitable for 
bald eagle nesting. The 
nearest CNDDB occurrence 
is approximately 11 miles 
from the project limits. 

Bank swallow Riparia riparia 
Fed: 
CA: 
DFW: 

-- 
T 
-- 

A migratory colonial nester 
inhabiting lowland and riparian 
habitats west of the desert during 

Low to Moderate. The 
streams, channels and basins 
comprising the project area 
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Table 2: Special Status Species Potentially Occurring within the Project Areas 

Common Name Scientific Name Status General Habitat Description Potential for Occurrence 
and Rationale 

spring - fall. Majority of current 
breeding populations occur 
along the Sacramento and 
Feather rivers in the north 
Central Valley. Requires vertical 
banks or cliffs with fine 
textured/sandy soils for nesting 
(tunnel and burrow excavations). 
Nests exclusively near streams, 
rivers, lakes or the ocean. Breeds 
May-July. 

may provide suitable riparian 
habitat for bank swallow and 
CNDDB reports occurrences 
of it within the project area. 

Burrowing owl 
Athene 
cunicularia 

Fed: 
CA: 
DFW: 

-- 
-- 
SSC 

Species inhabits arid, open areas 
with sparse vegetation cover 
such as deserts, abandoned 
agricultural areas, grasslands, 
and disturbed open habitats. 
Requires friable soils for burrow 
construction (Below 5,300 feet). 

High Potential. Occurrences 
of disturbed open habitats 
within the project area and 
outside the city limits may 
provide suitable habitat for 
burrowing owl. CNDDB 
reports occurrences of it 
within the project area. 

Golden eagle Aquila chrysaetos 
Fed: 
CA: 
DFW: 

-- 
-- 
FP 

Inhabits grasslands, deserts, 
savannahs, and early 
successional stages of forest and 
shrub habitats. Requires open 
terrain for hunting, often 
utilizing rolling foothills and 
mountain terrain, wide arid 
plateaus deeply cut by streams 
and canyons, open mountain 
slopes, and cliffs and rock 
outcrops. Home range dependent 
on prey availability and habitat 
openness; estimated at 48 mi2 in 
northern California. Species 
nests on cliffs and large trees in 
open areas; breeds January-
August (0-11,000 feet). 

Presumed Absent. The 
streams, channels and basins 
comprising the project area 
are adjacent to a highly 
developed urban landscape. 
The project area lacks rolling 
foothills and mountain terrain 
with canyons.  There are no 
CNDDB occurrences within 
the project area.  

Purple martin Progne subis 
Fed: 
CA: 
DFW: 

-- 
-- 
SSC 

Present in California as a 
summer migrant, arriving in 
March and departing by late 
September. Inhabits valley 
foothill and montane 
hardwood/hardwood-conifer, 
coniferous habitats and riparian 
habitats. Nests in tall, old, 
isolated trees or snags in open 
forest or woodland and in 
proximity to a body of water. 
Frequently nests within former 
woodpecker cavities; may nest 
in human-made structures such 
as nesting boxes, under bridges 
and in culverts. Needs abundant 

Presumed Absent. The 
streams, channels and basins 
comprising the project area 
contain adequate riparian 
vegetation to support purple 
martin. However, the nearest 
CNDDB occurrence is 
approximately 5 miles from 
the project limits. In addition, 
habitats where the 
maintenance activities would 
occur are locations that have 
been previously disturbed. 
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Table 2: Special Status Species Potentially Occurring within the Project Areas 

Common Name Scientific Name Status General Habitat Description Potential for Occurrence 
and Rationale 

aerial insect prey. Breeds April-
August. 

Song sparrow 
(Modesto 
population) 

Melospiza 
melodia 

Fed: 
CA: 
DFW: 

-- 
-- 
SSC 

Partially migratory bird, usually 
found in open brushy habitats, 
along the borders of ponds or 
streams, abandoned pastures, 
desert washes, thickets, or 
woodland edges. Breeds from 
April through August. Nest 
found in base of shrubs or 
clumps of grass. 

Presumed Absent. The 
streams, channels and basins 
comprising the project area 
may provide suitable habitat 
for the species, however, the 
last known occur near the 
project area is from 1900. 

Swainson's hawk Buteo swainsoni 
Fed: 
CA: 
DFW: 

-- 
T 
-- 

Inhabits grasslands with 
scattered trees, juniper-sage 
flats, riparian areas, savannahs, 
and agricultural or ranch lands 
with groves or lines of trees. 
Requires adjacent suitable 
foraging areas such as 
grasslands, alfalfa or grain fields 
that support a stable rodent prey 
base. Breeds march to late 
August. 

High Potential. The streams, 
channels and basins 
comprising the project area 
contain adequate riparian 
vegetation to support nesting 
Swainson’s hawk. The 
nearest CNDDB occurrence 
is within the project limits. 

Tricolored 
blackbird 

Agelaius tricolor 
Fed: 
CA: 
DFW: 

-- 
-- 
SSC 

Prefers freshwater marsh, 
swamp and wetland 
communities, but utilize 
agricultural or upland habitats 
that can support large colonies 
often in the Central Valley area. 
Requires protected dense nesting 
habitat protected from predators, 
be within 3-5 miles to a suitable 
foraging area with insect prey 
and within 0.3 miles of open 
water. Suitable foraging includes 
wetland, pastureland, rangeland, 
at dairy farms, and in some 
irrigated croplands (silage, 
alfalfa, etc.). Nests mid-March - 
early August, but may extend 
until October/November in the 
Sacramento Valley region. 

High Potential. The 
wetlands and basins within 
the project area may contain 
adequate emergent wetland 
vegetation to support a 
tricolored blackbird breeding 
colony. There are “possibly 
extirpated” CNDDB 
occurrences within the 
project area and extant 
occurrences outside of the 
project area.  

White-tailed kite Elanus leucurus 

Fed: 
CA: 
DFW: 
 

-- 
-- 
FP 
 

Inhabits rolling foothills and 
valley margins with scattered 
oaks and river bottomlands or 
marshes next to deciduous 
woodland. Prefers open 
grasslands, meadows or marshes 
for foraging close to isolated, 
dense-topped trees for nesting 
and perching. Breeds February- 
October. 

High Potential. The project 
area may contain the 
preferred open grasslands, 
meadows and wetland habitat 
for white-tailed kite. 
CNDDB states occurrences 
within the project area. 
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Table 2: Special Status Species Potentially Occurring within the Project Areas 

Common Name Scientific Name Status General Habitat Description Potential for Occurrence 
and Rationale 

Yellow-headed 
blackbird 

Xanthocephalus 
xanthocephalus 

Fed: 
CA: 
DFW: 

-- 
-- 
SSC 

Inhabits fresh emergent wetland 
with dense vegetation and deep 
water, often along borders of 
lakes or ponds. Nest and roost 
over water and most foraging 
takes place over water or on 
moist ground. Has bred at 
elevations as high as 6600 feet.  

Presumed Absent. Although 
the project site contains the 
wetland habitat and borders 
many streams and the 
American River, the closest 
CNDDB occurrence is over 
10 miles from the project 
area.  

Mammal Species 

American badger Taxidea taxus 
Fed: 
CA: 
DFW: 

-- 
-- 
SSC 

Prefers treeless, dry, open stages 
of most shrub and herbaceous 
habitats with friable soils and a 
supply of rodent prey. Species 
also inhabits forest glades and 
meadows, marshes, brushy 
areas, hot deserts, and mountain 
meadows. Species maintains 
burrows within home ranges 
estimated between 338-1,700 
acres, dependent on seasonal 
activity. Burrows are frequently 
re-used, but new burrows may 
be created nightly. Young are 
born in March and April within 
burrows dug in relatively dry, 
often sandy, soil, usually in areas 
with sparse overstory cover. 
Species is somewhat tolerant of 
human activity, but is sensitive 
to automobile mortality, 
trapping, and persistent poisons 
(up to 12,000 feet).  

High Potential. The streams, 
channels and basins 
comprising the project area 
are adjacent to a highly 
developed urban landscape 
which lacks the undeveloped 
acreages to provide a viable 
home range for the species; 
habitat unsuitable for 
American badger. CNDDB 
reports an extirpated 
occurrence within the project 
area. The next nearest 
CNDDB closest occurrence 
is approximately 2.5 miles 
outside the project area.   

Pallid bat  
Antrozous 
pallidus 

Fed: 
CA: 
DFW: 

-- 
-- 
SSC 

Inhabits low elevations of 
deserts, grasslands, shrub lands, 
woodlands and forests year 
round. Most common in open, 
dry habitats with rocky areas for 
roosting. Prefers caves, crevices, 
and mines for day roosts, but 
may utilize bridges, hollow trees 
and buildings. Roosts must 
protect bats from high 
temperatures. Very sensitive to 
disturbance of roosting sites. 
Young are born April-July 
(below 10,000 feet elevation) 

Low to Moderate. The 
project occurs within suitable 
open foraging sites and may 
provide preferred hollow 
trees, bridges, crevices, and 
mines or other structure for 
pallid bat roosting; however, 
the only  CNDDB occurrence 
is approximately 5 miles 
from the project area and is 
from 1941.  

Amphibian Species 

California tiger 
salamander 

Ambystoma 
californiense 

Fed: 
CA: 
DFW: 
 

T 
T 
SSC 
 

Inhabits annual grasslands and 
the grassy understory of valley-
foothill hardwood communities. 
Requires underground refuges, 

Presumed Absent. The site 
occurs within a disturbed 
urban area adjacent to 
residences and businesses 
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Table 2: Special Status Species Potentially Occurring within the Project Areas 

Common Name Scientific Name Status General Habitat Description Potential for Occurrence 
and Rationale 

especially ground squirrel 
burrows and vernal pools or 
other seasonal water sources for 
breeding.  

and lacks the preferred 
grassy understory of valley-
foothill hardwood habitats.  

California red-
legged frog 

Rana draytonii 

Fed: 
CA: 
DFW: 
 

T 
-- 
SSC 
 

Inhabits lowlands and foothills 
in or near permanent sources of 
deep water with dense, shrubby 
or emergent riparian vegetation. 
Requires 11-20 weeks of 
permanent water for larval 
development and must have 
access to estivation habitat. 
Occurs from elevations near sea 
level to 5,200 ft. 

Low to Moderate. The 
streams, channels and basins 
comprising the project area 
may contain adequate deep 
water and estivation habitat 
for the species; habitat 
potentially suitable for the 
California red-legged frog. 
The nearest CNDDB 
occurrence is approximately 
10.25 miles from the project 
limits. 

Western spadefoot Spea hammondii 

Fed: 
CA: 
DFW: 
 

-- 
-- 
SSC 
 

Inhabits burrows within 
grassland and valley foothill 
hardwood woodland 
communities. Requires vernal, 
shallow, temporary pools formed 
by heavy winter rains for 
reproduction. Breeds late winter-
March. 

High Potential.  The vernal 
pools in proximity to the 
project area contain the 
preferred habitat for the 
western spadefood. CNDDB 
recorded an occurrence in the 
project area in 1978; 
however, the City has 
developed since then and 
much of the required 
vegetation communities no 
longer exist within the 
project area. Vernal pool 
complexes do exist within 
the undeveloped sections of 
the City of Rancho Cordova, 
which are not proposed to be 
maintained by routine 
maintenance activities.  

Reptile Species 

Giant garter snake Thamnophis gigas 

Fed: 
CA: 
DFW: 
 

T 
T 
-- 
 

Inhabits marsh, swamp, wetland 
(including agricultural 
wetlands), sloughs, ponds, rice 
fields, low gradient streams and 
irrigation/drainage canals 
adjacent to uplands. Species 
requires adequate water during 
the active season (April-
November), emergent, 
herbaceous wetland vegetation, 
such as cattails and bulrushes, 
for escape cover and foraging 
habitat and mammal burrows 
estivation. Requires grassy 
banks and openings in waterside 

Presumed Absent. The 
project contains adequate 
water or wetland habitat to 
support the species. 
However, the project is 
largely outside the current 
range of the species. In 
addition, the nearest CNDDB 
occurrence is greater than 10 
miles from project location. 
Further, habitats where 
maintenance activities would 
occur are locations that have 
been previously disturbed 
and in proximity to regular 
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Table 2: Special Status Species Potentially Occurring within the Project Areas 

Common Name Scientific Name Status General Habitat Description Potential for Occurrence 
and Rationale 

vegetation for basking and 
higher elevation uplands for 
cover and refuge from flood 
waters during winter dormant 
season. Species is extremely shy 
and sensitive to disturbance. 

human disturbances. 

Western pond 
turtle 

Emys marmorata 

Fed: 
CA: 
DFW: 
 

-- 
-- 
SSC 
 

A fully aquatic turtle of ponds, 
marshes, rivers, streams and 
irrigation ditches with aquatic 
vegetation. Requires basking 
sites and suitable (sandy banks 
or grassy open field) upland 
habitat for reproduction (sea 
level-4,690 feet). 

High Potential. The streams, 
channels and basins 
comprising the project area 
contain sufficient habitat to 
support the fully aquatic 
western pond turtle. There 
are multiple occurrences on 
CNDDB approximately a 
quarter mile from the project 
area.  

Invertebrate Species 

Conservancy fairy 
shrimp 

Branchinecta 
conservatio 

Fed: 
CA: 
DFW: 
 

E 
-- 
-- 
 

Inhabits relatively large and 
turbid clay bottomed playa 
vernal pools. Species requires 
pools to continuously hold water 
for a minimum of 19 days and 
must remain inundated into the 
summer months. Occupied playa 
pools typically are 1 to 88 acres 
in size, but species may to utilize 
smaller, less turbid pools. 

Presumed Absent. Vernal 
pools are present within the 
project area; however, 
activities would be in 
previously disturbed areas 
and is unlikely to be near 
vernal pools. 

Valley elderberry 
longhorn beetle 

Desmocerus 
californicus 
dimorphus 

Fed: 
CA: 
DFW: 
 

T 
-- 
-- 
 

Requires elderberry shrubs 
(Sambucus sp.) as host plants. 
Typically in moist valley oak 
woodlands associated with 
riparian corridors in the lower 
Sacramento River and upper San 
Joaquin River drainages. Prefers 
elderberries 2-8 inches in 
diameter; some preference 
toward ‘stressed’ elderberries. 

Presumed Present. The 
project area contains the 
requisite elderberry shrub 
habitat for valley elderberry 
longhorn beetle. The nearest 
CNDDB occurrence is within 
the project limits. The Project 
area contains critical habitat 
for the species.  

Vernal pool fairy 
shrimp 

Branchinecta 
lynchi 

Fed: 
CA: 
DFW: 
 

T 
-- 
-- 
 

Endemic to the grasslands of the 
Central Valley, Central Coast 
mountains and South Coast 
Mountains, in astatic rain-filled 
pools. Inhabits small, clear-water 
sandstone-depression pools and 
grassed swale, earth slump, or 
basalt-flow depression pools. 
Species is dependent on seasonal 
fluctuations. 

High Potential. The species 
is found within the project 
area, the streams, channels 
and basins comprising the 
project area. No work will 
occur within the vernal 
sandstone-depression pools 
and grassed swale, earth 
slump, or basalt-flow 
depression pools required for 
vernal pool fairy shrimp; 
however, vernal pool fairy 
shrimp have been found in 
the channels and detentions 
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Table 2: Special Status Species Potentially Occurring within the Project Areas 

Common Name Scientific Name Status General Habitat Description Potential for Occurrence 
and Rationale 

basins adjacent to vernal 
pools that may require 
maintenance. 

Vernal pool 
tadpole shrimp 

Lepidurus 
packardi 

Fed: 
CA: 
DFW: 
 

E 
-- 
-- 
 

Inhabits vernal pools and swales 
containing clear to highly turbid 
waters such as pools located in 
grass bottomed swales of 
unplowed grasslands, old 
alluvial soils underlain by 
hardpan, and mud-bottomed 
pools with highly turbid water. 

High Potential. The project 
area contains occurrences 
within streams, channels, and 
basins comprising the project 
area on CNDDB of the 
species, Maintenance 
activities will not occur 
within vernal pools required 
for vernal pool tadpole 
shrimp; however, vernal pool 
tadpole shrimp have been 
found in the channels and 
detention basins adjacent to 
vernal pools that may require 
maintenance. 

Fish Species 

Central Valley 
spring-run 
Chinook salmon 

Oncorhynchus 
tshawytscha 

Fed: 
CA: 
DFW: 

T 
--T 
-- 

Spring-run Chinook enter the 
Sacramento-San Joaquin River 
system to spawn, requiring 
larger gravel particle size and 
more water flow through their 
redds than other salmonids. 
Remaining runs occur in Butte, 
Mill, Deer, Antelope, and 
Beegum Creeks, tributaries to 
the Sacramento River. Known to 
occur in Siskiyou and Trinity 
counties. 

Presumed Present.  The 
American River is part of the 
Sacramento River system and 
is known to have Central 
Valley spring-run Chinook 
salmon habitat. The City 
creeks and streams reaches, 
including Cordova Creek 
provide connectivity to 
known river populations. 
CNDDB has reported 
occurrences within the 
project area. The Lower 
American River 2.5 miles 
downstream from the project 
area is considered Central 
Valley spring-run Chinook 
salmon critical habitat. 

Central Valley 
steelhead 

Oncorhynchus 
mykiss 

Fed: 
CA: 
DFW: 

T 
-- 
-- 

Spawning occurs in small 
tributaries on coarse gravel beds 
in riffle areas. Central Valley 
steelhead are found in the 
Sacramento River system; the 
principal remaining wild 
populations spawn annually in 
Deer and Mill Creeks in Tehama 
County, in the lower Yuba 
River, a small population in the 
lower Stanislaus River and, 
though potentially extirpated, 
from the San Joaquin basin. 

Presumed Present.  The 
American River is part of the 
Sacramento River system and 
is known to have steelhead 
habitat. The City’s creeks 
and streams reaches, 
including Cordova Creek, 
provide connectivity to 
known river populations. 
CNDDB has reported 
occurrences within the 
project area. The Lower 
American River within the 
project area has steelhead 
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Table 2: Special Status Species Potentially Occurring within the Project Areas 

Common Name Scientific Name Status General Habitat Description Potential for Occurrence 
and Rationale 

critical habitat.  

Delta smelt 
Hypomesus 
transpacificus 

Fed: 
CA: 
DFW: 
 

T 
E 
-- 
 

Occurs within the Sacramento-
San Joaquin Delta and 
seasonally within the Suisun 
Bay, Carquinez Strait and San 
Pablo Bay. Most often occurs in 
partially saline waters.  

Presumed Absent. The 
project area does not provide 
adequate water and is outside 
the range of the delta smelt.   

Longfin smelt 
Spirinchus 
thaleichthys 

Fed: 
CA: 
DFW: 

C 
T 
SSC 

Resides in California and are 
primarily an anadromous 
estuarine species that can 
tolerate salinities ranging from 
freshwater to nearly pure 
seawater. Prefers temperatures in 
the range of 16-18°C and 
salinities ranging from 15-30 
ppt. Their spatial distribution 
within a bay or estuary is 
seasonally variable.   Longfin 
smelt may also make daily 
migrations; remaining deep 
during the day and rising to the 
surface at night. 

Presumed Absent. Although 
the longfin smelt is able to 
live in a wide range of 
habitats, the closest CNDDB 
occurrence is over 10 miles 
from the project area.  

Sacramento 
splittail 

Pogonichthys 
macrolepidotus 

Fed: 
CA: 
DFW: 

-- 
-- 
SSC 

Historically inhabited low 
moving rivers, sloughs, and 
alkaline lakes of the Central 
Valley; now restricted to the 
Delta, Suisun Bay and associated 
marshes. Species is adapted to 
fluctuating environments with 
tolerance to water salinities from 
10-18 ppt., low oxygen levels (< 
1.0 mg/L) and temperatures of 
41-75°F. Spawns late February- 
early July, with a peak in March-
April; requires flooded 
vegetation for spawning activity 
and protective cover for young. 

Presumed Absent. The 
project area is not within the 
Delta or Suisun Bay. The 
nearest CNDDB occurrence 
is approximately 12 miles 
from the project area.  

Federal Designations (Fed):  
(FESA, USFWS) 
E:  Federally listed, endangered 
T:  Federally listed, threatened 
D: Federally delisted 

State Designations (CA): 
(CESA, CDFW) 
E:State-listed, endangered 
T:State-listed, threatened 
FP: CDFW Fully Protected 

Other Designations 
DFW_SSC: DFW Species of Special Concern 
DFW_FP: DFW Fully Protected 
California Native Plant Society Designations: 
*Note: according to CNPS (Skinner and Pavlik 1994), plants on Lists 1B and 2 meet definitions for listing as threatened or 
endangered under Section 1901, Chapter 10 of the CFG Code. This interpretation is inconsistent with other definitions. 
1A:  Plants presumed extinct in California. 
1B:  Plants rare and endangered in California and throughout their range. 
2B:  Plants are endangered in California 
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Table 2: Special Status Species Potentially Occurring within the Project Areas 

Common Name Scientific Name Status General Habitat Description Potential for Occurrence 
and Rationale 

2:     Plants rare, threatened, or endangered in California but more common elsewhere in their range. 
3:    Plants about which need more information; a review list. 
Plants 1B, 2, and 3 extension meanings: 
_.1  Seriously endangered in California (over 80% of occurrences threatened / high degree and immediacy of threat) 
_.2  Fairly endangered in California (20-80% occurrences threatened) 
_.3  Not very endangered in California (<20% of occurrences threatened or no current threats known) 
Potential for Occurrence Criteria: 
Present: Species was observed on site during a site visit or focused survey. 
High: Habitat (including soils and elevation factors) for the species occurs on site and a known occurrence has been recorded 
within 5 miles of the site. 
Low-Moderate: Either low quality habitat (including soils and elevation factors) for the species occurs on site and a known 
occurrence exists within 5 miles of the site; or suitable habitat strongly associated with the species occurs on site, but no records 
were found within the database search.  
Presumed Absent: Focused surveys were conducted and the species was not found, or species was found within the database 
search but habitat (including soils and elevation factors) do not exist on site, or the known geographic range of the species does 
not include the survey area. 
Source: (Bennet 2005), (CDFW 2014) (CNDDB 2014), (CNPS 2014), (Evans 2000), ),(Keiller 2011), (Miller and Hornaday 
1999), (NMFS 2009, 2012a, 2012b, 2005), (Shuford and Gardali 2008), (Tesky 1994), (Sullivan 1996), (University of California 
Davis 2014), (USFWS 1993, 2002a, 2002b, 2005, 2007a, 2007b, 2007c) (Wang 2010) (Yoshiyama et. al 1998), (Zeiner 1988-
1990) 

Local Regulations 

The City regulates urban development through standard construction conditions and through mitigation, 

building, and construction requirements set forth in the Rancho Cordova Municipal Code. Required of all 

project constructed throughout the City, compliance with the requirements of the City’s standard conditions 

and the provisions of the Municipal Code avoids or reduces many potential environmental effects. 

Requirements related to biological resources include the protection of existing trees. The City protects “native 

oak trees” (any native oak with a dbh of 6 inches or greater or multi-trunked of dbh 10 inches or greater), 

"street trees" (tree whose trunk is wholly or partially located within a city street or planting easement), 

“heritage trees” (a native oak tree over 60 inches dbh) and landmark trees. 

 
Discussion 

a. Less-than-Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated. The project site includes areas of 

riparian and wetland vegetation along creeks, drainages and basins that may provide suitable habitat 

for sensitive plant of wildlife species. CNDDB special status species occurrences presumed extant 

within the City are displayed on Figure 5: CNDDB Occurrences of Federal Listed, State Listed and 

Species of Special Concern and Figure 5: CNDDB Occurrences of Federal Listed Vernal Pool Fairy 

Shrimp and Vernal Pool Tadpole Shrimp. Activities associated with the project would be limited to 

small scale maintenance work including, but not limited to the following: debris and obstruction 

removal; silt, sand or sediment removal; vegetation control in channels; repair of previous erosion 

work; minor erosion control work; bridge washing and painting; trail maintenance; channel alignment 

maintenance; removal or replacement of facilities; and geotechnical sampling. There is a potential for 

sediments or other pollutants to enter aquatic habitats which may result in adverse effects to aquatic 

EXHIBIT A 279

AGENDA ITEM 11.2



DOKKEN ENGINEERING INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

2014 ROUTINE MAINTENANCE OF STREAM CHANNELS AND DRAINAGE FACILITIES 

 62 

wildlife individuals and sensitive aquatic habitats. Surveys would be conducted prior to vegetation 

removal or ground disturbance activities which have the potential to affect sensitive plants or wildlife. 

Coordination with the wildlife agencies would take place if the surveys detect a sensitive species. 

Measures BIO-1 through BIO-25 and BIO-27 through BIO-31 have been incorporated into the 

project design to avoid and minimize impacts to sensitive species and are summarized below. 

Adherence to these conditions during the permitted activity would ensure that impacts to special 

status species are less than significant. A discussion of potential impacts to each potentially occurring 

special status species is listed below. 
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FIGURE 5
CNDDB Occurances of Federal Listed, State Listed, and Species of Special Concern

Routine Maintence of Stream Channels and Drainage Facilities
City of Rancho Cordova, Sacramento County, California

Source: ESRI 2014; Dokken Engineering 10/24/2014; Created By: zachl
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FIGURE 6
CNDDB Occurances of Federal Listed Vernal Pool Fairy Shirmp and Vernal Pool Tadpole Shirmp

Routine Maintence of Stream Channels and Drainage Facilities
City of Rancho Cordova, Sacramento County, California

Source: ESRI 2014; Dokken Engineering 10/28/2014; Created By: zachl
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Special Status Plants 

Following the CNDDB search, four special-status species plant, Legenere (Legenere limosa), 

Peruvian dodder (Cuscuta obtusiflora var. glandulosa), Sanford's arrowhead (Sagittaria sanfordii), 

and Woolly rose-mallow (Hibiscus lasiocarpos var. occidentalis) were determined to have potential 

to occur in the project study area. These species are described briefly in the following section.  
 
Legenere, Peruvian dodder, Sanford's Arrowhead, and Woolly rose-mallow.  

While potentially suitable habitat for Legenere, Peruvian dodder, Sanford's Arrowhead, and Woolly 

rose-mallow exists in the stream channels and wetland basins within the project area, routine 

maintenance would occur at locations that have been previously disturbed. Therefore, although 

project activities within basins and stream channels could inadvertently result in the removal of 

Legenere, Peruvian dodder, Sanford's Arrowhead, and Woolly rose-mallow individuals, if present, 

any remaining extant populations are anticipated to have been previously disturbed. Considering the 

scale of project activities and the disturbed site conditions, any impacts to Legenere, Peruvian dodder, 

Sanford's Arrowhead, and Woolly rose-mallow individuals are not anticipated to impact the viability 

of the overall Legenere, Peruvian dodder, Sanford's Arrowhead, and Woolly rose-mallow 

populations. Adherence to measures BIO-1 through BIO-9 would avoid and minimize potential 

effects to this species. Should the species be observed within project areas, the City would implement 

additional avoidance measures as determined in coordination with CDFW. 

 

Sensitive Wildlife Species 

Following the CNDDB search, a total of 12 special-status wildlife species were determined to have 

potential to occur in the project study areas: bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), bank swallow 

(Riparia riparia), burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia), Swainson's hawk (Buteo swainsoni), 

tricolored black bird (Agelaius tricolor), white-tailed kite (Elanus leucurus), pallid bat (Antrozous 

pallidus), California red-legged frog (Rana draytonii), western pond turtle (Emys marmorata), valley 

elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus), Central Valley spring-run Chinook 

salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha), and Central Valley steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss). These 

species are described briefly below.  

Valley Elderberry Longhorn Beetle  

Potentially suitable valley elderberry longhorn beetle habitat exists within the project area. Although 

project activities within stream channels, basins and riparian habitats would occur in suitable 

elderberry shrub habitat, worker crews would be trained to identify and avoid trimming or removing 

elderberry shrubs, the obligate host for the valley elderberry longhorn beetle. Should project activities 

require the alteration or removal of an elderberry shrub, the City would initiate consultation with the 

USFWS. Adherence to measures BIO-1, BIO-21, and BIO-23 would avoid and minimize potential 

effects to the valley elderberry longhorn beetle; no effects to the valley elderberry longhorn beetle are 

anticipated. 
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Western Pond Turtle  

Potentially suitable western pond turtle wetland, pond, lake and stream habitat exists within the 

project area. Although routine maintenance ground or vegetation disturbing activities would occur 

within stream channels, wetland basins, ponds and riparian habitats suitable for the species, worker 

crews would be trained to identify and avoid harm to the western pond turtle. Further, the City is 

required to submit a VRF variance request to CDFW should project activities occur within suitable 

habitat areas between February 15th and September 30th, when the species is most active and readily 

identifiable. As determined appropriate by CDFW, additional measures may be incorporated into the 

project design as a condition of the variance. Although project activities may affect some western 

pond turtle individuals, if present, considering the scale of project activities and the adherence to 

measures BIO-1 through BIO-10, BIO-18, BIO-19 and BIO-23 project activities are not anticipated 

to impact the viability of the overall population. 

California Red-legged Frog  

While potentially suitable California red-legged frog wetland and stream habitat occurs within the 

project limits, the nearest CNDDB occurrences are outside of the City. Although ground or vegetation 

disturbing activities would take place within stream channels, wetland basins and riparian habitats 

suitable for the species, worker crews would be trained to identify and avoid all impacts to the 

California red-legged frog. Further, the City is required to submit a VRF variance request to CDFW 

should project activities occur within suitable habitat areas between February 15th and September 30th, 

when the species is most active and readily identifiable. As determined appropriate by CDFW, 

additional measures may be incorporated into the project design as a condition of the variance. 

Should project activities be determined to have the potential to affect the California red-legged frog, 

the City would initiate consultation with the USFWS. Adherence to measures BIO-1 through 

BIO-10, BIO-18, BIO-19 and BIO-23 would avoid and minimize potential effects to the California 

red-legged frog; no effects to the California red-legged frog are anticipated.  

Swainson's Hawk, Bald Eagle and White-tailed Kite,  

Potentially suitable the riparian corridors and adjacent mature, upland tree Swainson's hawk, bald 

eagle, and white-tailed kite nesting habitat exists within the project area. Although ground or 

vegetation disturbing activities would occur within and adjacent to stream channels, wetland basins 

and riparian habitats suitable for nesting individuals of these species, worker crews would be trained 

to identify and avoid harm to Swainson's hawk, bald eagle, and white-tailed kite. Further, the City is 

required to submit a VRF variance request to CDFW should project activities occur within suitable 

habitat areas between March 1st and September 15th, during the species’ nesting seasons. As 

determined appropriate by CDFW, additional measures may be incorporated into the project design as 

a condition of the variance. Considering the scale of project activities and the adherence to measures 

BIO-1, BIO-10, BIO-12, and BIO-13, project activities are not anticipated to adversely affect nesting 

individuals, should they be present. 

Tricolored Black Bird  

Potentially suitable tricolored black bird freshwater marsh and emergent wetland nesting habitat 

exists within the basins and floodplains of the project. Although project activities would occur within 
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wetland basins habitat suitable for nesting tricolored black bird individuals, worker crews would be 

trained to identify and avoid harm to tricolored black birds. Further, the City is required to submit a 

VRF variance request to CDFW should project activities occur within suitable habitat areas between 

February 15th and September 15th, during the species’ nesting season. As determined appropriate by 

CDFW, additional measures may be incorporated into the project design as a condition of the 

variance. Therefore, considering the scale of project activities and the adherence to measures BIO-1, 

BIO-10, BIO-12 and BIO-13, project activities are not anticipated to adversely affect nesting 

individuals or the viability of the overall tricolored blackbird population, should they be present. 

Burrowing Owl  

Potentially suitable burrowing owl upland habitat adjacent to jurisdictional features exists within the 

City. Although project activities such as staging, geotechnical sampling or other ground disturbing 

activities would occur in proximity to suitable burrowing owl upland habitat, worker crews would be 

trained to identify and avoid harm to burrowing owl. Further, the City is required to submit a VRF 

variance request to CDFW should project activities occur within suitable habitat areas between 

February 15th and September 15th, during the species’ nesting season. As determined appropriate by 

CDFW, additional measures may be incorporated into the project design as a condition of the 

variance. Therefore, considering the scale of project activities and the adherence to measures BIO-1, 

BIO-10, BIO-11, BIO-12, and BIO-27, project activities are not anticipated to adversely affect 

nesting individuals or the viability of the overall burrowing owl population, should they be present. 

 
Bank Swallow  

Potentially suitable bank swallow nesting habitat exits in the steep banked riparian corridors within 

the project area. Although ground or vegetation disturbing activities within and adjacent to steep 

banked riparian corridors, such as such as silt and sediment removal, geotechnical sampling, erosion 

control, channel alignment maintenance or other ground and vegetation disturbing activities would 

occur within riparian bank habitat suitable for nesting bank swallow individuals, worker crews would 

be trained to identify and avoid harm to bank swallow. Further, the City is required to submit a VRF 

variance request to CDFW should project activities occur within suitable habitat areas between 

February 15th and September 15th, during the species’ nesting season. As determined appropriate by 

CDFW, additional measures may be incorporated into the project design as a condition of the 

variance. Therefore, considering the scale of project activities and the adherence to measures BIO-1, 

BIO-10, and BIO-14, project activities are not anticipated to adversely affect nesting bank swallow 

population, should they be present.  

American Badger 

Potentially suitable American badger habitat exists in the large areas of undeveloped land south of 

US-50 and east of Sunrise Boulevard. Although project activities such as staging, geotechnical 

sampling or other ground disturbing activities would occur in proximity to suitable American badger 

habitat, worker crews would be trained to identify and avoid harm to American badger Further, the 

City is required to submit a VRF variance request to CDFW should project activities occur within 

suitable habitat areas between March 1st and June 30th, during the species’ denning season. As 

determined appropriate by CDFW, additional measures may be incorporated into the project design as 
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a condition of the variance. Therefore, considering the scale of project activities and the adherence to 

measures BIO-1, BIO-10, BIO-11, BIO-14, and BIO-27 through BIO-29, project activities are not 

anticipated to adversely affect American badger population, should they be present.  

 

American badgers are not anticipated to be found within the project area, but may be discovered 

during maintenance activities along the edges of the project boundaries, where the land is 

undeveloped. The last known occurrence of the American badger within the City limits is presumed 

extirpated (Occurrence #72) due to development at this location. The last known occurrence in 

proximity to the City was from 1991 (Occurrence #73), approximately 25 years ago. Since this time, 

the City of Rancho Cordova has grown and expanded, and much of any remaining potential habitat 

for the American badger has been degraded except for the undeveloped areas outside of the project 

area found south of US-50 and east of Sunrise Boulevard. Measures BIO-28 through BIO-30 have 

been included in the document to avoid and minimize impacts to American badger. 

Pallid Bat  

Potentially suitable day and night roosting habitat for pallid bat may occur on the culverts and bridges 

within the project limits. Although some project activities would be associated with bridges, culverts, 

and other potentially suitable pallid bat roosting habitat, worker crews would be trained to identify 

and avoid harm to pallid bats. Further, the City is required to submit a VRF variance request to 

CDFW should project activities occur within suitable habitat areas between April 15th and August 30th 

or between October 16th to February 28th, which includes the species’ pupping season. As determined 

appropriate by CDFW, additional measures may be incorporated into the project design as a condition 

of the variance. Therefore, considering the scale of project activities and the adherence to measures 

BIO-1, BIO-10, and BIO-15 through BIO-17, project activities are not anticipated to adversely affect 

the viability of the overall pallid bat population, should they be present.  

Vernal Pool Fairy Shrimp and Vernal Pool Tadpole Shrimp. 

Potentially suitable vernal pool fairy shrimp and vernal pool tadpole shrimp habitat exists south of 

US-50 and east of Sunrise Blvd. Much of this area is outside of the project area due to its 

undeveloped nature; however, channels and detention basins adjacent to the areas with vernal pools 

are known to contain these sensitive species due to connectivity during periods of heavy rain. Should 

maintenance activities occur within the channels and basins known to support these species, Section 7 

consultation with the USFWS shall occur. Therefore, considering the scale of project activities and 

the adherence to measures BIO-1 through BIO-9, BIO-19, BIO-23, BIO-24, and BIO-30, effects to 

the vernal pool fairy shrimp and vernal pool tadpole shrimp shall be avoided and minimized.  

Central Valley spring-run Chinook salmon and Central Valley steelhead 

Potentially suitable Central Valley spring-run Chinook salmon and Central Valley steelhead habitat 

exists within the Cordova Creek Restoration Area. Although ground or vegetation disturbing 

activities would take place within stream channels suitable for the species, worker crews would be 

trained to identify and avoid all impacts to the Central Valley spring-run Chinook salmon and Central 

Valley steelhead. Should project activities be determined to have the potential to affect the Central 

Valley spring-run Chinook salmon and Central Valley steelhead, the City would initiate consultation 
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with National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). Adherence to measures BIO-1 

through BIO-10, BIO-19 and BIO-20 would avoid and minimize potential effects to the Central 

Valley spring-run Chinook salmon and Central Valley steelhead; no effects to the Central Valley 

spring-run Chinook salmon and Central Valley steelhead are anticipated.  

b. Less-than-Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated. Riparian and freshwater emergent 

wetland habitat occurs along the creeks, drainages and basins within the project limits. The project 

may require the temporary and or permanent removal of riparian habitat and the maintenance of dense 

emergent vegetation in basins, but would be limited to only what is necessary to perform the City’s 

routine maintenance activities. In addition, vegetation removal would be limited to only what is 

necessary to perform the City’s routine maintenance activities and would only occur within the creeks, 

drainage channels, detention basins or other waters. The City would maintain stream channels in such a 

manner that it avoids removal of trees greater than 4 inches diameter at breast height (dbh) to the 

greatest extent feasible. Any removal of mature trees is anticipated to be rare and, when deemed 

necessary, is anticipated to occur in areas densely vegetated where the removal is unlikely to noticeably 

affect the biological environment. However, as a practice, the City would preferentially trim rather than 

remove live trees greater than 4 inches dbh. Although some impacts to sensitive riparian habitats 

would result from project activities, incorporation of measures BIO-1 through BIO-10, BIO-22 

through BIO-26, and BIO-31 would lessen potential impacts to riparian habitat located within the 

project area to a less than significant level. Exact compensatory mitigation for routine maintenance 

impacts to riparian and emergent wetland vegetation would be determined following submittal to the 

regulatory agencies through the VRFs.  

c. Less-than-Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated. Federal and state jurisdictional wetlands 

are located in and adjacent to the streams, swales and basins within the project. Removal of sediment 

from waters of the U.S. and state, including freshwater emergent wetlands, would be limited to what 

would return flows to a more natural state. This is anticipated to potentially improve the habitat 

quality and function of the water features. Implementation of measures BIO-1 through BIO-10, BIO-

23 through BIO-25, and BIO-31 would lessen potential impacts to wetland habitat located within the 

project area to a less than significant level. For routine maintenance activities within the United States 

Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) jurisdiction, impacts would be limited to the requirements of a 

Section 404 Nationwide Permit 3 for Maintenance or Nationwide Permit 13 for Bank Stabilization. 

However, a large portion of the maintenance activities will be exempt and/or will meet the 

requirements for a non-notifying USACE permit.  

d. Less-than-Significant. The project would not permanently interfere with the movement of any native 

resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife 

corridors. Any interference with migratory wildlife corridors would be temporary and full functionality 

of all potential migratory corridors would be restored shortly after the maintenance activities complete.  

e. Less-than-Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. The proposed project is subject to comply with 

City Municipal Code, Chapter 19.12 Tree Preservation and Protection, which restricts removal of 

native oak trees for trees with a dbh of 6 inches or greater or multi-trunked of dbh 10 inches or greater 

(see BIO-26 and Appendix D). 
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f. No Impact. Within the project area, there is the proposed South Sacramento Habitat Conservation 

Plan; however, this plan is not finalized and still being studied. No other Habitat Conservation Plans 

exist within the area. The project would not conflict with any locally adopted Habitat 

Conservation Plans, Natural Community Conservation Plans, or other approved local, regional, or 

state habitat conservation plan. 
 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

The following avoidance and/or minimization measures would be incorporated to minimize potential impacts:  
 

BIO-1: Prior to beginning any maintenance work under the CDFW Agreement, the City maintenance 

supervisors and crews who would be completing the work must be trained by qualified personnel to identify 

and avoid harm to sensitive resources, special status species and their habitats. Training will include 

minimizing unnecessary access within riparian and wetland habitats and to ensure all equipment staging 

occurs in non-sensitive locations. 

BIO-2: The City must comply with all applicable conditions of the County of Sacramento’s MS4 Permit and 

Stormwater Quality Improvement Plan. 

BIO-3: Pursuant to the County of Sacramento’s MS4 Permit (NPDES No. CAS082597), construction-related 

materials, wastes, spills, or residues must be retained at the project site to avoid discharge to streets, drainage 

facilities, receiving waters, or adjacent properties by wind or runoff.  

BIO-4: Pursuant to the County of Sacramento’s MS4 permit the City must have and implement one of the 

following types of water pollution control programs for each activity: 

• Activities disturbing more than 1 acre must have a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 

(SWPPP).  

• Activities involving the grading, filling, excavating, storage, or disposal of 350 cubic yards or 

more of soil, or the clearing or grubbing of 1 acre or more must have an Erosion and 

Sediment Control Plan (ESCP).  

All other activities must have a Water Pollution Control Program.  

BIO-5: The City must stop maintenance work and implement all reasonable erosion control measures before 

all storm events. Water containing mud, silt, or other pollutants from construction activities will not be 

allowed to enter a flowing stream or placed in locations that may be subject to normal storm flows during 

periods when storm flows can reasonably be expected to occur. 

BIO-6: The City must implement best management practices (BMPs) and CDFW approved water diversions 

or dewatering plans, as appropriate, for any routine maintenance work within or immediately adjacent (i.e. 

within 15 feet) to standing water, flowing water, or areas where the City reasonably anticipates flowing water. 

BIO-7: Maintenance work will include the following BMPs, where applicable, to reduce erosion during 

project activities: 

a. The area of construction and disturbance would be limited to as small an area as feasible to 

reduce erosion and sedimentation. 
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b. Measures would be implemented during land-disturbing activities to reduce erosion and 

sedimentation. These measures may include mulches, soil binders and erosion control 

blankets, silt fencing, fiber rolls, temporary berms, sediment desilting basins, sediment traps, 

and check dams. 

c. Exposed soils would be covered by loose bulk materials or other materials to reduce erosion 

and runoff during rainfall events. 

d. Exposed soils would be stabilized, through watering or other measures, to prevent the 

movement of dust at the project site caused by wind and construction activities such as traffic 

and grading activities. 

e. All construction roadway areas would be properly protected to prevent excess erosion, 

sedimentation, and water pollution. 

f. All concrete curing activities would be conducted to minimize spray drift and prevent curing 

compounds from entering the waterway directly or indirectly. 

g. All construction materials, vehicles, stockpiles, and staging areas would be situated outside of 

the stream channel as feasible. All stockpiles would be covered, as feasible. 

h. Energy dissipaters and erosion control pads would be provided at the bottom of slope drains. 

Other flow conveyance control mechanisms may include earth dikes, swales, or ditches. 

Stream bank stabilization measures would also be implemented. 

i. All erosion control measures and storm water control measures would be properly maintained 

until the site has returned to a pre-construction state. 

j. All disturbed basins, stream banks and channel areas would be restored to pre-construction 

contours and where necessary, re-vegetated, either through hydroseeding or other means, 

with a biologist approved plant palette comprised of native, locally sourced species. 

Maintenance construction materials would be hauled off-site after completion of maintenance activities. 

BIO-8: The City must not use heavy equipment in standing or flowing water unless CDFW approves such 

work. If standing or flowing water is present or reasonably anticipated, the City must submit to CDFW a 

detailed water diversion or de-watering plan. The diversion or dewatering plan must include a plan to ensure 

uninterrupted and adequate flows would persist through the work site for safe aquatic wildlife passage. 

BIO-9: The City must prevent chemicals, paint, oil, gas, petroleum products, and other hazardous substances 

from contaminating the soil and/or entering waters of the U.S. and State. Any equipment operated adjacent to 

a stream must be checked and maintained daily to prevent leaks of materials. Refueling, lubricating and 

washing of vehicles and equipment must occur at a minimum of 100 feet from waters and must not be placed 

in areas where harmful materials, if spilled, can enter waters. Stationary equipment such as motors, pumps, 

generators, compressors, and welders located within or adjacent to the stream must be positioned over drip 

pans. 

BIO-10: Vegetation removal, sediment removal, or structure work within the limits of CDFW jurisdiction 

must only occur between October 1st and February 14th.  
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BIO-11: The City must not perform any work within 500 feet of a burrowing owl nest without first consulting 

with CDFW. The City must suspend any maintenance work that could disrupt or otherwise interfere with 

burrowing owl nesting until CDFW provides direction on how to proceed. 

BIO-12: To avoid impacts to nesting Swainson’s hawk, any work within ¼ mile of a Swainson’s hawk nest 

must only occur between September 16th and February 28th, outside the Swainson’s hawk nesting season 

(March 1st and September 15th). The City must suspend any maintenance work that could disrupt or otherwise 

interfere with Swainson’s hawk nesting until CDFW provides direction on how to proceed. 

BIO-13: All vegetation should be removed between September 16th and February 14th, outside of the nesting 

season (February 15th – September 15th). If the City needs to remove vegetation during the nesting season 

(February 15th – September 15th), a pre-construction nesting bird survey must be conducted within 7 days 

prior to vegetation removal.  

The City will establish a 100 foot no-disturbance buffer around any active songbird nest and 250 feet around 

any active raptor nest to limit the impacts of construction activities. If it is possible to establish this size 

buffer, no additional coordination with CDFW will be necessary. If an altered buffer is desired, the City must 

immediately stop work in the nesting area until the appropriate modified buffer, determined in coordination 

with wildlife agencies, is established. The City is prohibited from conducting work that could disturb the birds 

(as determined by qualified personnel and in coordination with wildlife agencies) in a buffer area until 

qualified personnel determines the young have fledged.  

BIO-14: To protect migratory swallows, unoccupied nests must be removed from the existing structures 

between September 16th and February 14th, prior to the nesting season (February 15th – September 15th). 

During the nesting season, the City may discourage the building of new swallow nests using methods 

developed in coordination with CDFW. After a nest is completed, it can no longer be removed until qualified 

personnel have determined that all birds have fledged and the nest is no longer being actively used. 

BIO-15: Structures will be assessed for bat occupation prior to initiation work. The City must coordinate with 

the CDFW prior to conducting maintenance work on bridges or structures with structural joints occupied by 

bats. Prior to activities, bats must be excluded from occupied structures if CDFW determines doing such work 

could harmfully disturb roosting bats. Bats must be excluded either March 1st -April 15th (prior to birth of 

young) or August 31st -October 15th (prior to hibernation). Exclusions must be conducted under the 

supervision of a qualified bat biologist experienced with bat roosts and exclusion methods. Exclusion devices 

must remain in place for the duration of the activity. 

BIO-16: Until all day roosting bats have been excluded, bird exclusion netting will not be installed on or in 

proximity to an occupied structure. All bird exclusion netting must be maintained in good working order to 

prevent the entrapment of roosting bats. 

BIO-17: Until all day roosting bats have been excluded, combustion equipment, such as generators, pumps, 

and vehicles, must not be parked or operated under occupied structures. 

BIO-18: If the City encounters wildlife during project activities, work will temporarily stop in the vicinity 

until the wildlife has left the work area. With the exception of nesting birds, bats or other sensitive wildlife, 

the City may attempt to flush or herd the wildlife in a safe direction away from the work area. If the wildlife is 
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a fully protected or listed species, the City must temporarily stop work in the vicinity until the fully protected 

or listed species has left the work area. The City must notify CDFW of all observations of any fully protected 

or listed species in or adjacent to any work area covered by the project. 

BIO-19: To protect aquatic wildlife, use of products with plastic monofilament will not be used. All non-

biodegradable temporary erosion control materials must be removed following activity completion. 

BIO-20: To protect anadromous fish species, the City must use hand tools to clear vegetation at the Cordova 

Creek Restoration Area. If larger equipment is necessary for maintenance of the Cordova Creek Restoration 

Area, the City must initiate Consultation with NOAA. 

BIO-21: The City would avoid impacts to elderberry shrubs. If maintenance activities cannot avoid impacts 

to elderberry shrubs, the City must initiate Consultation with the USFWS. 

BIO-22: The City must notify CDFW should trees greater than 4 inches diameter at breast height (DBH) be 

removed. Where possible trees will be trimmed or cut at the stump instead of completely removed. 

BIO-23: The removal of wetland and riparian vegetation will be avoided to the greatest extent feasible and 

will be limited to what is necessary to complete project activities. Whenever practical, repairs to bridges will 

be made from the bridge deck. Temporary access roads to the work site will be routed to avoid, to the extent 

feasible, riparian vegetation, live streams, and wetted areas.  

BIO-24: The City will not conduct routine maintenance activities within vernal pools. 

BIO-25: Prior to arrival at the project site and prior to leaving the project site, the City must clean all 

equipment that may contain invasive plants and/or seeds to reduce the spreading of noxious weeds. 

BIO-26: The City would comply with the City of Rancho Cordova’s Municipal Code, Chapter 19.12 Tree 

Preservation and Protection. Chapter 19.12 Tree Preservation and Protection protects any living native oak 

trees (valley oak [Quercus lobata], interior live oak [Quercus wislizenii], blue oak [Quercus douglasii], or 

oracle oak [Quercus morehus]) with a diameter at breast height (DBH) of 6 inches or greater, or multitrunked 

native oak trees having an aggregate diameter of 10 inches of more. In addition, the ordinance restricts 

activities including trenching, grading, or filling, within the dripline of the tree. The complete Chapter 19.12 

Tree Preservation and Protection ordinance, including definitions, permitting, and mitigation requirements, 

can be found within Appendix E City of Rancho Cordova Tree Preservation. 

BIO-27: No less than 24 hours prior to fumigation, each burrow must be inspected by qualified staff to 

confirm the burrow is only occupied by the target nuisance rodent species. River otters, badgers, burrowing 

owls, bank swallow and other non-rodent species must not be killed by fumigation efforts or targeted for 

lethal control. Burrows identified as being occupied by a species other than the targeted nuisance rodent must 

be flagged and avoided. Fumigation must not be applied within 40 feet of a flagged burrow. 

BIO-28: A qualified biologist must conduct a survey for active American badger dens between 2 weeks and 4 

weeks prior to the start of any routine maintenance activities occurring south of US-50 and east of Sunrise 

Boulevard. 

BIO-29: To avoid the potential mortality of American badgers, any routine maintenance activities within 50 

feet of an active American badger den must only occur between July 1st and February 28th, outside the 
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pupping season (March 1st and June 30th).  

BIO-30: To avoid and minimize potential impacts to vernal pool fairy shrimp and vernal pool tadpole shrimp, 

the City must obtain a Biological Opinion through initiation of Section 7 Consultation with the USFWS for 

maintenance activities occurring within channels and basins along Morrison Creek 5 or Laguna Creek 1. 

BIO-31: The City must coordinate with the CDFW through the submittal of a variance request to receive 

approval to clear trees greater than 4 inches diameter at breast height (DBH), to use heavy equipment in 

standing or flowing water, to conduct maintenance work on bridges or structures with structural joints 

occupied by bats, to perform project specific maintenance work outside of a designated work window, or if a 

sensitive species is determined to be present within the project area. CDFW will use their discretion on 

whether additional protective measures are required.  
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Potentially 
Significant 
Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 
With 
Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 
Impact 

No 
Impact 

V. CULTURAL RESOURCES - Would the project:     

a. Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of a historical resource as defined 
in §15064.5? 

 X   

b. Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of an archaeological resource 
pursuant to §15064.5? 

 X   

c. Directly or indirectly destroy a unique 
paleontological resource or site or unique 
geologic feature? 

   X 

d. Disturb any human remains, including those 
interred outside of formal cemeteries? 

 X   

 
Setting 

CEQA, at Public Resources Code §21083.2, requires planning agencies to determine if a project may have a 

significant effect on historical resources or unique archaeological resources. Public Resources Code §21083.2 

also provides that if it is demonstrated that a project would have a substantial adverse change to historic 

resources, the impact must be addressed in an environmental impact report. Public Resources Code §15064.5 

defines a substantial adverse change “as physical demolition, destruction, relocation, or alteration of the 

resource or its immediate surroundings such that the significance of an historical resource would be materially 

impaired.”  

In addition, Public Resources Code §15064.5 requires consideration of potential impacts to resources that are 

listed or qualify for listing on the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR). CEQA (Public 

Resource Code §5024) created the California Register, which includes historical resources that are listed 

automatically by virtue of their appearance on, or eligibility for, certain other lists of important resources and 

incorporates resources that have been nominated by application and listed after public hearing. Also included 

are historical resources listed as a result of the State Historical Resources Commission’s evaluation in 

accordance with specific criteria and procedures.  

Under CEQA, Public Resources Code, §21060.5, historical resources are considered part of the environment. 

CEQA (Public Resource Code §21084.4) defines an “‘historical resource’ as including, but not limited to, any 

object, building, structure, site, area, place, record, or manuscript which is historically or archaeologically 

significant, or is significant in the architectural, engineering, scientific, economic, agricultural, educational, 

social, political, military, or cultural annals of California.” 

Public Resources Code § 21083.2(g) defines a unique archaeological resource as an archaeological artifact, 

object, or site that can be clearly demonstrated to: a) “contain information needed to answer important 
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scientific research questions and that there is a demonstrable public interest in that information; b) has a 

special or particular quality such as being the oldest of its type or best available example of its type or c) it is 

directly associated with a scientifically recognized important prehistoric or historic event or person.” 

Methodology 

Dokken Engineering cultural resources staff conducted archaeological investigations for the City of Rancho 

Cordova Routine Maintenance Agreement. Archaeological investigations included reviewing archaeological 

site records and survey reports on file at the North Central Information Center (NCIC) at California State 

University, Sacramento in July 2014. The records search involved noting which portions of the streams and 

stormwater drainage systems within Rancho Cordova have been previously subjected to archaeological field 

surveys and which portions are located within fifty feet of documented archaeological or historical resources.  

In addition, the anticipated routine maintenance activities were divided into two groups, Above Ground 

Maintenance Activities and Below Ground Maintenance Activities. These two groups are defined below. 

Based on NCIC archaeological information and the types of anticipated routine maintenance activities, 

portions of the maintenance areas within the City which have not yet been subjected to an archaeological 

survey or which are near recorded archaeological resources have been classified as Category A: 

Category A: Below Ground Maintenance Activities allowed following Archaeological Survey and/or 

Evaluation. Above Ground (No Below Ground) Maintenance Activities Allowed. 

 

In routine maintenance areas not classified as Category A, both Above Ground Maintenance Activities and 

Below Ground Maintenance Activities are permitted as these areas have been previously subjected to 

archaeological surveys and were not determined to be archaeologically sensitive.  

 

Setting 

Prehistory 

Prehistoric sequences for the San Joaquin Valley have not been fully developed. Instead, sequences generated 

for the Sacramento Valley are used with the acknowledgement that a wide range of local and regional 

traditions are not incorporated. More recently a simple classification, originally developed by Fredrickson’s 

adaptation of the Willey and Phillips period and stage integrative scheme, has been refined to include further 

divisions based on radiocarbon determinations of sites within the San Joaquin Valley. Developed by 

Rosenthal et al. (2007), the prehistoric sequences are divided into the following: Paleo-Indian (11,500-8550 

cal B.C.), Lower Archaic (8550-5550 cal B.C.), Middle Archaic (5550-550 cal B.C.), Upper Archaic (550 cal 

B.C. to cal A.D. 1100), and Emergent (cal A.D. 1100 to Historic). 

 

Paleo-Indian (11,500-8550 cal B.C.) 

Not much is known from this era, as few sites can actually be confirmed. Currently, the southern basin of the 

Central Valley is believed to have very early occupation as indicated by the basally thinned and fluted 

projectile points found at a handful of sites. These types of projectile points are found in other parts in North 

America and have been dated to the interval between 11,550 and 9550 cal B.C (Rosenthal et el. 2007). It is 
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also believed that early occupation could have occurred at the Witt site (KIN-32) which contained hundreds 

of early concave base points along a remnant shoreline of Tulare Lake. Additional early sites discoveries are 

needed to better define this era. 

 

Lower Archaic (8550-5550 cal B.C.) 

This period is defined by only a few isolated finds and one site, KER-116, associated with deeply buried soil 

on the ancient shoreline of Buena Vista Lake. Artifacts include stemmed points, chipped stone crescents, 

concave base points, wide stemmed points, and bi-pointed “humpies” (most likely used in light-duty 

woodworking tasks), all discovered within the Tulare Lake basin (Rosenthal et al. 2007). Other points found 

within the Tulare Basin include Lake Mojave, Silver Lake, and Pinto points similar to those found in the 

Great Basin. KER-116 produced few finds but included stone crescents, stemmed projectile point fragment, a 

carved stone atlatl spur, human skull fragments, and evidence of fresh water fish, waterfowl, freshwater 

mussels, and artiodactyl exploitation. As neither milling tools no seeds were recovered, plant use remains 

unknown during this period in the valley. However, numerous milling tools (handstones, millingslabs, cobble-

core tools) have been recovered from sites in the Sierra Nevada and Cost Range foothills which indicate that 

adjacent populations were indeed exploiting plants as an important resource (Rosenthal et al. 2007). The 

relationship between the valley cultures and the foothill cultures continues to remain unknown until more 

archaeological sites are found. As with the Paleo-Indian period, no burial preferences are known and no 

evidence of housing has yet to be encountered. 

 

Middle Archaic (5550-550 cal B.C.) 

During this period, the wetter, cooler climate of the Pleistocene/Holocene transition is replaced by warmer 

and drier conditions. Desiccation of Tulare Lake occurs, but new wetland habitat forms in the Central Valley 

as rising sea levels create the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. Unlike the two previous periods, much more is 

known about the cultures during the Middle Archaic and there appear to be two distinct cultural traditions 

based on settlement-subsistence adaptations – the foothill traditions and the valley traditions (Rosenthal et al. 

2007).  

 

The Foothill Tradition deposits are characterized by expedient cobble-based pounding, chopping, scraping, 

and mulling tools. Evidence from CAL-789, CAL-629/630 and FRE-61 has revealed that acorn and pine nuts 

were the main plant food exploited. Projectile points include notched, stemmed, thick-leaf, and narrow 

concave base darts.  Assemblages seem to only include flake and/or groundstone utilitarian tools used in food 

procurement and processing. No bone or shell tools or ornamentation have been identified. Earth ovens and 

hearths are common and several burials capped by cairns of unmodified rock and/or milling equipment have 

been encountered (Rosenthal et al. 2007). 

 

Evidence of the Valley Tradition is scarcer due to the geomorphic changes that occurred through the valley 

during the Pleistocene/Holocene transition. Few isolated artifacts and four sites comprise the total body of 

evidence for the culture during the early Middle Archaic. The later portions of the Middle Archaic have 

significantly more associated sites and showcase diverse material culture. Assemblages point to an adaptive 

pattern of extended inhabitation along major watercourse corridors. Material culture include mortar and 
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pestles, gorge hooks, composite bone hooks, spears (fishing), notched pebble net sinkers, leaf-shaped points, 

martis corner-notched point, contracting-stemmed points, basketry, basketry awls, pottery and baked clay 

objects, stone plummets, bird bone tubes, shell and obsidian beads, and other personal ornamentation 

(Rosenthal et al. 2007). Faunal assemblages reveal exploitation of diverse ecosystems which include marshes, 

riparian forests, and grasslands. Lastly, there are numerous burials recovered from this period. The 

Windmiller Pattern is very prevalent and consists of westerly oriented, and ventrally and dorsally extended 

burials. Included with the burials are extensive grave offerings. While certainly not the most prominent 

example of burials, flexed burials are not uncommon (Rosenthal et al. 2007). 

 

Upper Archaic (550 cal B.C. to cal A.D. 1100)  

This period corresponds with the abrupt return to cooler, wetter climate conditions seen in the late Holocene. 

Tulare Lake filled as did many other lakes that were desiccated during the Middle Archaic. Cultural diversity 

is even greater during this time period than before and is marked by burial postures, artifact styles and other 

material culture (Rosenthal et al. 2007). Different geographic areas witnessed slightly different material 

cultures or resource dependence, but in general, this time period experienced new tool technology and 

settlement preferences. New bone tools and implements are present and reliance on manufactured goods such 

as beads obsidian bifacial rough-outs, and ceremonial blades are evident. Many sites show a preference for 

seasonal food resources that could be collected and stored in bulk, such as acorns, salmon, shellfish, rabbits, 

and deer (Rosenthal et al. 2007). Settlements are marked by large mounded villages with fire-cracked rock, 

shallow hearths, rock-lined earth ovens, and house floors. While evidence of somewhat large settlements is 

present, more seasonal habitation also occurs. Flexed burials become more common as this preference slowly 

phased out the Windmiller Pattern (Rosenthal et al. 2007). 

 

Emergent (cal A.D. 1100 to Historic) 

Several patterns have been identified during the Emergent period, including the Augustine Pattern in the 

lower Sacramento Valley and the Sweetwater and Shasta Complexes in the northern Sacramento Valley. No 

such formal pattern has been established for the San Joaquin Valley as of yet. In general though, archaic 

material culture assemblages are replaced by those used during contact with Europeans (Rosenthal et al. 

2007). Settlements become much larger and are located at places along watercourses where fish weirs had 

been constructed (Rosenthal et al. 2007). Material culture appears to be defined by two broad phases: the 

Lower Emergent and the Upper Emergent. The Lower is defined by the appearance of banjo-type Haliotis 

ornaments as well as elaborately incised bird bone whistles and tubes, flanged soapstone pipes, and 

rectangular Olivella sequin beads (Rosenthal et al. 2007). The Upper is defined by small corner-notched and 

desert series points, Olivella lipped and clam disk beads and bead drills, magnesite cylinders, and hopper 

mortars. Village sites roughly corresponding to later known ethnographic settlements is also prevalent 

(Rosenthal et al. 2007).  

 

Diverse material culture is abundant throughout the Emergent period and includes new types of tools and 

technologies such as the bow and arrow. Other tools include harpoons, fish hooks, netting, basketry, pottery 

(Cosumnes brownware), baked clay balls, human and animal baked clay effigies, serrated points, Panoche 

side-notched point, cottonwood points, Gunther-barbed points, and Desert side-notched points. Plant 
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exploitation is still very prevalent with countless mortars and pestles found in assemblages. Burial preferences 

continue to diversify during the Emergent period and contain various postures. Most contain grave offerings 

consisting of both utilitarian and decorative items, with some being ritually “killed” before burial.  

 

Ethnography 

Prior to the arrival of the Euro-Americans in the regions, California was inhabited by groups of Native 

Americans speaking more than 100 different languages and occupying a variety of ecological settings. The 

City of Rancho Cordova is located with a portion of the region ethnographically inhabited by the Nisenan, or 

Southern Maidu. The Yuba, Bear, and American Rivers and the lower drainages of the Feather River 

delineated the Nisenan territory.   

 

Ethnographically, the area of the APE is attributed to the Nisenan (Southern Maidu) people. Nisenan is a 

Penutian language with many local dialects, including Valley Nisenan, Oregon House, Auburn, Clipper Gap, 

Nevada City, Colfax, and Placerville (Shipley 1978:83). The territory of the Nisenan consisted of the 

drainages of the Feather and American Rivers; from the crest of the Sierra Nevada in the east to the 

Sacramento River in the west; as far south as the Cosumnes River; and north to the divide of the North Fork 

of the Yuba River and Middle Fork of the Feather River. The nearest ethnographic village to the APE was 

called Sekumni, situated on the north bank of the American River (Wilson and Towne 1978:387-388).   

 

The Nisenan lived in semi-permanent settlements situated on natural ridges, knolls, and benches located near 

small streams and tributaries of major rivers (Maniery and Maniery 2014). If suitable elevated land was not 

available in areas along the lower reaches of the American or Cosumnes rivers, artificial mounds were 

sometimes constructed to keep dwellings above the flood waters (Maniery and Maniery 2014). Such efforts 

were saved for selection of permanent settlements located near reliable food and water supply. Permanent 

settlements consisted of one village, or a number of smaller villages clustered around a large village. The 

distance between villages was small, often only two or three miles apart (Maniery and Maniery 2014). 

Despite the close distance between villages, territorial rights existed and mainly consisted of the land located 

immediately around the village. The village claimed exclusive rights to the food resources within that area 

(Maniery and Maniery 2014). 

 

Family groups often lived away from the main village and had seasonal camps for resource procurement. The 

Nisenan settlement system also had quarries, ceremonial grounds, fishing stations, and cemeteries (Wilson 

and Towne 1978:388-389). The Nisenan lived in houses that were conical-shaped with coverings of bark 

slabs, skins, and brush. Skins and tule mats were used for bedding, and deerskins were used as covers 

(Kroeber 1925:409).  Brush shelters were used in the summer and during gathering excursions. Most villages 

had bedrock mortar sites and acorn granaries (Wilson and Towne 1978:388-389). 

 

The Nisenan relied heavily on acorns, local game, and fish for subsistence. Acorns were gathered 

communally or individually. Family groups migrated to high-elevation camps during the spring, summer, and 

early fall to collect resources which could then be prepared and stored for the winter (Kroeber 1925:409-411; 

Maniery and Maniery 2014; Wilson and Towne 1978:388). Acorn granaries were constructed from wooden 
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pole and oak branch frame, bound by grapevines (Maniery and Maniery 2014). Deer, bear, salmon, birds, and 

rabbits were also important in the Nisenan diet, along with insects such as grasshoppers, crickets, and locusts. 

Deer hunting often took place over a week by groups working in hunting relays. Smaller game were flushed 

into nets and killed. Insects were caught in fields and either eaten whole, crushed into a small cake, or cooked 

like mush (Maniery and Maniery 2014). Fish were collected through the use of weirs, nets, harpoons, traps, 

and gorgehooks (Maniery and Maniery 2014). Freshwater mussels and eels were also important additions to 

the diet. In addition to the main dietery staples, Nisenan diet was supplemented with a variety of berries, wild 

plums, grapes, pine nuts, buckeye, clover, and various roots and bulbs (Kroeber 1925; Maniery and Maniery 

2014; Wilson and Towne 1978).  

 

Stone tools used by the Nisenan included knives, projectile points, arrow straighteners, scrapers, pestles, 

mortars, and pipes. The raw materials for these tools included basalt, steatite, chalcedony, jasper, and obsidian 

(Wilson and Towne 1978:391). Wooden digging sticks were used for procuring roots and other food 

resources, and wooden mortars were used for food preparation (Kroeber 1925:413-414). Tule was used for 

mats, netting, fish nets, and for canoes.  Willow and redbud were preferred materials for weaving baskets. 

Baskets were used for food storage and cooking, cradles, seed beaters, and cages (Wilson and Towne 

1978:391). 

 

History 

The Sacramento area underwent a population explosion when miners flocked to the American River with the 

discovery of gold at Sutter’s Coloma sawmill in January 1848 (Jones 1991). They quickly established mining 

camps in the vicinity of modern day Rancho Cordova (Jones 1991). The placer claims were located next to 

the American River and its creeks and much of the gold was located using crude placer mining methods.   As 

mining operations became more sophisticated, ditches were constructed by local water companies to deliver 

water to gold bearing deposits mined through the use of ground sluicing and hydraulic mining (Jones 1991). 

The Natoma Water and Mining Company, an association formed in 1851, operated many of the ditches in the 

Rancho Cordova area. By the 1880s their system of ditches included 20 miles of main canal and 50 or more, 

smaller branch ditches which served approximately 1,000 to 2,000 miners around the area (Jones 1991; 

Windmiller et al 1997). By 1865 most of the shallow gold deposits were depleted and drift mining resumed 

until the late 1890’s.   

 

As gold mining became less profitable, many miners turned to agriculture. The rush of gold miners infused 

the area with a heterogeneous mix of people and this helped to develop new methods of agricultural and 

ranching (Jones 1991). Instead of the ubiquitous barley grain crop grown almost exclusively by California 

farmers, wheat, grapes, and other fruit were cultivated beginning in the 1860s. Ranchers introduced beef cattle 

and dairy cows and in an attempt to maintain a healthy herd, modern feeding and breeding techniques were 

adopted and pastures were fenced and irrigated (Jones 1991). The rising need for irrigation for both 

agricultural and ranching practices during this period provided revenue for the water companies which had 

been severely impacted by the decline in mining.  
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The northern portion of Rancho Cordova area was part of the Rancho Rio de Los Americano land grant, given 

to William Leidesdorff by Governor Manuel Micheltorena in 1844. Joseph Libby Folsom purchased the land 

grant in 1849 from Leidesdorff’s mother, Anna Spark. Due to a series of legal questions stemming from 

cession of California to the United States, ownership of the land grant was not made legal until 1855. Joseph 

Libby Folsom hired engineers to survey the area near the mining camp of Negro Bar for a railway and 

townsite he wished to name “Granite City” (Egherman and Hatoff 2002), but was renamed Folsom in his 

honor.  In February of 1856, the Sacramento Valley Railroad constructed a route from Sacramento to Folsom, 

the first commercial railroad west of the Mississippi (Jones 1991) and it ran through the area of Rancho 

Cordova.  

 

The City of Rancho Cordova was not incorporated as a city until 2003, before which it was part of 

unincorporated Sacramento County.  The area around Rancho Cordova had many names, including Mayhew’s 

Crossing, Hangtown Crossing, Mayhew Station, Mills Station, Cordova Vineyards, and Cordova Village until 

it was officially named Rancho Cordova in 1955 when the first post office was established.  The name 

“Rancho Cordova” is a nod to the Cordova Vineyards that was in the center of the Rancho Rio de los 

Americanos land grant.   

 

Rancho Cordova was slow to develop into an urban area.  Up until the 1940s, the area supported agricultural 

land with few homes, and much of the eastern portion of the city was dominated by dredge tailings from gold 

mining.  Located directly between Sacramento and Folsom, the area served as a thoroughfare between the two 

cities.  Routier Station (est. 1871) and Mills Station (est. 1911) served as rest stops along present day Folsom 

Boulevard.  With Mather Air Force Base re-established as a primary training facility for the Army Air Corp in 

1941 (the base was initially established in 1917, but was closed during most of the 1920s and was used as a 

support post/auxiliary landing area to other air bases during the 1930s) there was a growing need to house 

airman and other base personnel as the 1,000 homes at Mather were insufficient.   

 

The establishment of Aerojet in the eastern end of Rancho Cordova along with the Cold War build up of 

Mather Air Force Base increased the need for housing within Rancho Cordova.  Small housing developments 

between continued to be constructed starting in the area between Folsom Boulevard and the American River, 

followed by the area between Folsom Boulevard and US-50, and then the areas south of US-50. 
 
Discussion 

 

a -b Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated. Based on the data collected at the NCIC, 

some portions of the routine maintenance area have not been previously surveys and some are near 

recorded archaeological resources. Some routine maintenance activities have the potential to harm 

archaeological or historic period resources, assuming such resources are present, if the appropriate 

mitigation measures are not followed.  At these portions, activities that take place above or on the 

ground surface do not have the potential to harm these resources and activities that require below 

ground (any type of excavation or earth movement) do have the potential to harm historical or 

archaeological resources.  
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Above Ground (no excavation) Maintenance Activities consist of the following: removing debris, 

modern trash, downed trees (grinding of tree stumps is permitted; root ball removal is prohibited), 

beaver dams, woody and herbaceous vegetation and branches obstructing channels or streams; 

mowing or cutting weeds, grasses, shrubs and woody undergrowth; removing or replacing manhole 

covers, and above ground utilities; dewatering waterways; and washing, painting, and cleaning 

bridges, culverts, and miscellaneous structures. 
 

Below Ground Maintenance Activities consist of the following: mechanically (including the use of 

backhoes, excavators, dump trucks, skip loaders, front loaders, bulldozers, etc.) altering vegetation, 

the ground surface, or dirt such as removing deposited sediment, repairing and/or maintaining erosion 

control, or channel alignment maintenance, etc.; removing standing dead or living trees in danger of 

falling in or across streams (including root ball removal); planting trees, shrubs, and/or groundcover; 

removal or replacement of culverts, inlets, and other miscellaneous structures; converting concrete-

lined channels to a natural state; collecting core samples; and installation of rock slope projection 

armoring, rock gabions, and/or sacked concrete/rocks. 
 

Based on the data collected at the NCIC and the types of routine maintenance activities, those 
portions of the routine maintenance area which have not been previously surveyed and/or which are 
situated near recorded archaeological resources have been classified as Category A and defined below 
under CR-1. These areas are depicted on Figure 7 (a larger version of Figure 7 is included in a pocket 
of this document) and correspond with Table 3 below. For all routine maintenance areas not classified 
as Category A, both Above Ground and Below Ground Maintenance Activities are allowed. 

 

Table 3: Cultural Resource Mitigation Measures 

Category Mitigation Measure 

A 

-Above Ground (no excavation) Maintenance Activities may proceed as needed.  

-Areas which require Below Ground Maintenance Activities must first be surveyed by 

an archaeologist who meets the Secretary of the Interiors Professional Qualification 

Standards in Archaeology.  

-If the area is deemed sensitive for cultural resources, only Above Ground Maintenance 

Activities are allowed. If no cultural resources are located, Below Ground Maintenance 

Activities may proceed as needed. 

 

Adherence to mitigation measures CR-1, CR-2, CR-3, CR-4, and CR-5 would ensure the project 

shall not impact the significance of an historical or archaeological resource. 

 

c. No Impact. The possibility of a paleontological discovery is unlikely because project maintenance 

activities largely consist of above ground maintenance or stream sediment removal. However, there is 

a possibility of unanticipated and accidental paleontological discoveries during ground-disturbing 

project-related activities. Unanticipated and accidental paleontological discoveries during project 

implementation have the potential to affect significant paleontological resources.  If paleontological 

resources are found, all work in the area would stop until a qualified paleontologist completes a 

determination of their significance.   
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FIGURE 7
Cultural Mitigation Meaure CR-1 Defined Areas

 City of Rancho Cordova Stormwater Management Project
City of Rancho Cordova, Sacramento County, California

City of Rancho Cordova
Future Project Area
Both Above Ground and Below Ground (subsurface) activities are allowed.
Category A: Below Ground Maintenance Activities are allowed following archaeological survey and/or evaluation. Above Ground Maintenance Activities are allowed.

Below Ground Maintenance Activities:
mechanically (including the use of
backhoes, excavators, dump trucks, skip
loaders, front loaders, bulldozers, etc.)
altering vegetation, the ground surface,
or dirt such as removing deposited
sediment, repairing and/or maintaining
erosion control, or channel alignment
maintenance, etc.; removing standing
dead or living trees in danger of falling in
or across streams (including root ball
removal); removal or replacement of
culverts, inlets, and other miscellaneous
structures; collecting core samples; and
installation of rock slope projection

Above Ground (no excavation)
Maintenance Activities:
removing debris, modern trash, downed
trees (grinding of tree stumps is
permitted; root ball removal is prohibited),
beaver dams, woody and herbaceous
vegetation and branches obstructing
channels or streams; mowing or cutting
weeds, grasses, shrubs and woody
undergrowth; removing or replacing
manhole covers, and above ground
utilities; dewatering waterways; and
washing, painting, and cleaning bridges,
culverts, and miscellaneous structures.

Maintenance Activity Definitions
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d. Less than significant with mitigation incorporated. If human remains are discovered, State Health and 

Safety Code Section 7050.5 states that further disturbances and activities shall cease in any area or 

nearby area suspected to overlie remains, and the County Coroner contacted. Pursuant to Public 

Resources Code (PRC) Section 5097.98, if the remains are thought to be Native American, the 

coroner would notify the Native American Heritage Commission who would then notify the Most 

Likely Descendent. Further provisions of PRC 5097.98 are to be followed as applicable. 

 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

The following avoidance and/or minimization measures would be incorporated to minimize potential impacts:  
 

CR-1: In routine maintenance areas classified as Category A, Below Ground Maintenance Activities are 

permissible only if first surveyed by an archaeologist meeting the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional 

Qualification Standards in Archaeology first completes a pedestrian field and/or evaluates present 

archaeological resources. Above Ground Maintenance activities are allowed.  

 

CR-2: The City would provide training to distinguish modern period trash from historic period trash. An 

archaeologist who meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualifications Standards for Archaeology 

shall prepare and conduct the training.  

 

CR-3: Additional archaeological survey would be needed if project limits are extended beyond the present 

survey limits. If routine maintenance activities have the potential to impact structures (bridges, buildings, etc.) 

the resource must be surveyed and potentially evaluated by an architectural historian. 

 

CR-4: If previously unidentified cultural materials are unearthed during maintenance activities, work shall be 

halted in that area until an archaeologist meeting the Secretary of the Interiors Professional Qualification 

Standards in Archaeology can assess the significance of the discovery and develop a plan for documentation 

and removal of resources, if necessary. 

 

CR-5: If human remains are discovered, State Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 states that further 

disturbances and activities shall cease in any area or nearby area suspected to overlie remains, and the 

County Coroner contacted. PRC Section 5097.98, if the remains are thought to be Native American, the 

coroner would notify the Native American Heritage Commission who would then notify the Most Likely 

Descendent. Further provisions of PRC 5097.98 are to be followed as applicable. 
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

VI. GEOLOGY AND SOILS - Would the project:     

a. Expose people or structures to potential substantial 
adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, 
or death involving: 

   X 

i. Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as 
delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo 
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the 
State Geologist for the area or based on 
other substantial evidence of a known fault? 
Refer to Division of Mines and Geology 
Special Publication 42. 

   X 

ii. Strong seismic ground shaking?    X 

iii. Seismic-related ground failure, including 
liquefaction? 

   X 

iv. Landslides?    X 

b. Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of 
topsoil? 

  X  

c. Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is 
unstable, or that would become unstable as a result 
of the project, and potentially result in on- or off-
site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, 
liquefaction or collapse? 

   X 

d. Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 
18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code (1994), 
creating substantial risks to life or property? 

   X 

e. Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the 
use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater 
disposal systems where sewers are not available 
for the disposal of wastewater? 

   X 

 
Discussion 
 

a.i-iv. No Impact. The project would not expose people or structures to potential substantial or adverse effects 

based on the following:  

i. California Department of Conservation (CDC) California Geological Survey does not list 

Sacramento County as affected by the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone. According to the 

Fault Activity Map of California and Adjacent Areas, no active faults are located in the City 

(Bryant 2005, CDC 2007).  
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ii. The proposed project would not expose people or structures to seismic ground shaking due to 

the lack of active faults within the City and the nature of the proposed project activities 

(Bryant 2005, CDC 2007). Specifically, the project would be performing routine maintenance 

on existing structures and would not involve the construction of new structures which would 

regularly be occupied by people.  

iii. Given the project would be performing routine maintenance on existing structures, the project 

would not create ground failure or liquefaction.  

iv. The CDC does not list Sacramento County as an area at risk for Landslides as identified in the 

California Department of Transportation’s (Caltrans) Highway Corridor Mapping project 

(CDC 2007). In addition, the project would be performing routine maintenance on existing 

structures within the City’s creeks and drainages and therefore would not create a substantial 

risk of landslides.  

b. Less than Significant. Routine channel maintenance activities could disturb land and result in some 

soil and sediment removal, cut and fill, debris and obstruction removal and other ground disturbing 

activities. However, as described in the project description, among the main objectives of the project is 

to perform tasks such as bank stabilization, and repair of previous erosion control work which would 

be performed to improve water flow and minimize erosion concerns under the existing conditions. In 

addition, work included in routine channel maintenance activities would minimize soil and habitat 

disturbances through use of small construction equipment or hand tools used in the channel or on the 

channel banks. The proposed project would limit the amount of fill or sediment removal that can occur 

below the ordinary high water mark at any single location. In addition, should gunite is to be used, it 

would only be used at locations where it would not enter or be washed into a stream. Since the City is 

a joint participant of Sacramento County's National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

(NPDES) Municipal Stormwater Permit No. CAS082597, the project would also be required to 

comply with the County’s NPDES for discharges of urban runoff from Municipal Separate Storm 

Sewer Systems (MS4s). Further, the project must comply with the Stormwater Quality Improvement 

Plan (SQIP), which would adequately control erosion. Therefore, potential adverse impacts from soil 

erosion are considered less than significant. 

c. No Impact. Refer to section a.i-iv. Routine channel maintenance activities are not located on an 

unstable geologic or soil unit. There is no potential for on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, 

subsidence, liquefaction or collapse. 

d. No Impact. Routine channel maintenance activities are not located on expansive soils. The 

construction of buildings or structures is not included as a part of routine channel maintenance 

activities. 

e. No Impact. The proposed project would not use a septic tank system. Sewage is not required for 

routine channel maintenance activities. 
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Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 
 

The following avoidance and/or minimization measures would be incorporated to minimize potential impacts:  
 

GEO-1: Work included in routine channel maintenance activities would minimize soil and habitat 

disturbances through use of small construction equipment or hand tools used in the channel or on the 

channel banks. The proposed project would limit the amount of fill or sediment removal that can occur 

below the ordinary high water mark at any single location. In addition, should gunite be used, it would 

only be used at locations where it would not enter or be washed into a stream. Since the City is a joint 

participant of Sacramento County's National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 

Municipal Stormwater Permit No. CAS082597, and subsequent NPDES permits once No. CAS082597 

expires, the project would also be required to comply with the County’s NPDES for discharges of urban 

runoff from Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4s). Further, the project must comply with the 

Stormwater Quality Improvement Plan (SQIP), which would adequately control erosion. 
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

VII. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS - Would the 
project: 

    

a. Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either 
directly or indirectly, that may have a significant 
impact on the environment? 

  X  

b. Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or 
regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing 
the emissions of greenhouse gases? 

  X  

 
Setting 

Global Warming is a public health and environmental concern around the world. As global concentrations of 

atmospheric greenhouse gases (GHG) increase, global temperatures increase, weather extremes increase, and 

air pollution concentrations increase. Global warming has been observed to contribute to poor air quality, 

rising sea levels, melting glaciers, stronger storms, more intense and longer droughts, more frequent heat 

waves, wildfires, and other threats to human health (ALA California 2011; IPCC 2007). From 1994 through 

2006, eleven of those twelve years rank among the 12 warmest years on record (since 1850), with the 

warmest two years being 1998 and 2005 (IPCC 2007). Hotter days facilitate the formation of ozone, increases 

in smog emissions, and increases in public health impacts (e.g., premature deaths, hospital admissions, asthma 

attacks, respiratory conditions, and acute bronchitis) (ALA California 2011). Global temperatures have risen 

by 1.3ºF over the past century, and if GHG emissions continue to increase, climate models predict that the 

average temperature at the Earth’s surface could increase by 2 to 11.5ºF by the year 2100 (IPCC 2007). 

Because reducing GHG emissions is very important to reduce the potential impacts of climate change, 

California has adopted AB 32, the Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006. The CARB is in the process of 

implementing a comprehensive, multi-year strategy to reduce GHG emissions. The state Attorney General’s 

Office has identified various measures for all development types that may reduce the global warming impacts 

at the individual project level. The various measures include the following list categories: 

 
• Energy Efficiency 
• Renewable Energy and Energy Storage 
• Water Conservation and Efficiency 
• Solid Waste Measures 
• Land Use Measures 
• Transportation and Motor Vehicles 
• Agriculture and Forestry 

The Attorney General’s Office also suggests that if, after analyzing and requiring all reasonable and feasible 

on-site mitigation measures for avoiding or reducing GHG-related impacts, the lead agency determines that 

additional mitigation is required, the agency may consider additional off- site mitigation (California Attorney 

General's Office 2010). 
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Table 4 lists 2008 California GHG emissions estimated by CARB based on carbon dioxide (CO2) equivalent 

emission rates. California CO2 equivalent emissions were approximately 454.01 million tons in 2009. As 

shown in the table, over 37 percent of GHG emissions from within California occur from transportation, and 

22 percent occur from electric power. 

 
 

Table 4: California 2009 Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory - Gross Emissions and Sinks 

Category CO2 Equivalent (million tonnes) Percent Total (of gross)

Transportation 173.34 37.9 

Electric Power 103.58 22.6 

Agriculture 32.81 7.2 

Commercial and Residential 42.61 9.3 

Industrial 83.60 18.3 

Recycling and Waste 6.94 1.5 

High GWP1 14.76 3.2 

Forestry 0.19 0.0 

Total (gross) 457.83 100.00

Sinks and Sequestrations -3.81 -- 

Total (net) 454.01 --
1 Includes Ozone Depleting Substance Substitutes, Electricity Grid SF6 Losses, and Semiconductor Manufacturing.  
Source: (CARB 2010)  

 

The earth naturally absorbs and reflects incoming solar radiation, and emits longer wavelength terrestrial 

(thermal) radiation back into space. On average, the absorbed solar radiation is balanced by the outgoing 

terrestrial radiation emitted to space. A portion of this terrestrial radiation, though, is itself absorbed by gases 

in the atmosphere. The energy from this absorbed terrestrial radiation warms the earth’s surface and 

atmosphere, creating what is known as the “natural greenhouse effect.” Without the natural heat-trapping 

properties of these atmospheric gases, the average surface temperature of the earth would be below the 

freezing point of water (IPCC 2007). Although the earth’s atmosphere consists mainly of oxygen and 

nitrogen, neither plays a significant role in this greenhouse effect because both are essentially transparent to 

terrestrial radiation. The greenhouse effect is primarily a function of the concentration of water vapor, carbon 

dioxide, methane (CH4), nitrous oxide (N2O), ozone, and other trace gases in the atmosphere that absorb the 

terrestrial radiation leaving the surface of the earth (IPCC 2007). Changes in the atmospheric concentrations 

of these s can alter the balance of energy transfers between the atmosphere, space, land, and the oceans. 

Radiative forcing is a simple measure for both quantifying and ranking the many different influences on 

climate change; it provides a limited measure of climate change because it does not attempt to represent the 

overall climate response (IPCC 2007). Holding everything else constant, increases in GHG concentrations in 

the atmosphere would produce positive radiative forcing (i.e., a net increase in the absorption of energy by the 

earth) (EPA 2010 and 1999). 

Naturally occurring GHGs include water vapor, CO2, CH4, N2O, and ozone. Several classes of halogenated 

substances that contain fluorine, chlorine, or bromine are also GHGs, but they are, for the most part, emitted 

solely by human activities. There are also several gases that, although they do not have a direct radiative 
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forcing effect, do influence the formation and destruction of ozone, which does have such a terrestrial 

radiation absorbing effect. These gases, referred to here as ozone precursors, include carbon monoxide, NOx, 

and non-methane volatile organic compounds. Aerosols (extremely small particles or liquid droplets emitted 

directly or produced as a result of atmospheric reactions) can also affect the absorptive characteristics of the 

atmosphere (EPA 2010). 

Regulatory Framework Relating to Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

CARB is the agency responsible for coordination and oversight of state and local air pollution control 

programs in California, and for implementing the CCAA. Various statewide and local initiatives to reduce the 

state’s contribution to GHG emissions have raised awareness that, even though the various contributors to and 

consequences of global climate change are not yet fully understood, global climate change is under way, and 

there is a real potential for severe adverse environmental, social, and economic effects in the long-term. 

Because every nation emits GHGs, and therefore makes an incremental cumulative contribution to global 

climate change, cooperation on a global scale would be required to reduce the rate of GHG emissions to a 

level that can help to slow or stop the human-caused increase in average global temperatures and associated 

changes in climatic conditions. 

There are numerous laws that have been signed into effect in California in efforts to reduce GHG emissions. 

Assembly Bill (AB) 1493 (signed in 2002) requires that CARB develop and adopt, by January 1, 2005, 

regulations that achieve “the maximum feasible reduction of GHGs emitted by passenger vehicles and light-

duty trucks and other vehicles determined by CARB to be vehicles whose primary use is noncommercial 

personal transportation in the state.” To meet the requirements of AB 1493, in 2004 CARB approved 

amendments to the California Code of Regulations (CCR) adding GHG emissions standards to California’s 

existing standards for motor vehicle emissions. 

Executive Order S-3-05, which was signed by Governor Schwarzenegger in 2005, proclaims that California is 

vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. It declares that increased temperatures could reduce the Sierra’s 

snowpack, further exacerbate California’s air quality problems, and potentially cause a rise in sea levels. To 

combat those concerns, the Executive Order established total GHG emission targets. Specifically, emissions 

are to be reduced to the 2000 level by 2010, the 1990 level by 2020, and to 80 percent below the 1990 level 

by 2050. 

In September 2006, Governor Schwarzenegger signed AB 32, the California Climate Solutions Act of 2006. 

AB 32 established regulatory, reporting, and market mechanisms to achieve quantifiable reductions in GHG 

emissions and a cap on statewide GHG emissions. AB 32 requires that statewide GHG emissions be reduced 

to 1990 levels by 2020. This reduction would be accomplished through an enforceable statewide cap on GHG 

emissions that would be phased in starting in 2012. As stated in its September 2010 progress report, 40 

percent of reductions identified in the Scoping Plan have been secured through CARB actions. 

SB 97, signed August 2007, acknowledges that climate change is a prominent environmental issue that 

requires analysis under CEQA. This bill directed the State Office of Planning and Research (OPR) to prepare, 

develop, and transmit to the Resources Agency guidelines for the feasible mitigation of GHG emissions or the 

effects of GHG emissions, as required by CEQA by July 1, 2009. The Resources Agency certified and 

adopted those guidelines on December 30, 2009. On February 16, 2010, the Office of Administrative Law 
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approved the Amendments, and filed them with the Secretary of State for inclusion in the CCR. The 

Amendments were made effective March 18, 2010. The amendments contain changes to fourteen sections of 

the existing guidelines, including: the determination of significance as well as thresholds; statements of 

overriding consideration; mitigation; cumulative impacts; and specific streamlining approaches. The 

amendments also include an explicit requirement that EIRs analyze GHG emissions resulting from a project 

when the incremental contribution of those emissions may be cumulatively considerable. 

Discussion 

a. Less-than-Significant Impact. Short-term, negligible GHG emissions would result from construction 

equipment and worker vehicles. Worker vehicles would be limited to the minimum necessary, which 

would have a less-than-significant impact to generation of GHG emissions in the region.  

b. Less-than-Significant Impact. While the City has not adopted a Climate Action Plan, or specific 

GHG reductions measures, provisions of the Green Building Standards Code and the Energy Code 

adopted by the City would be implemented as pertinent (City of Rancho Cordova 2014a, 2014b). 

 
Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 
 
No mitigation is required or proposed. 
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 
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Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

VIII. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS - 
Would the project: 

    

a. Create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment through the routine transport, use, or 
disposal of hazardous materials? 

   X 

b. Create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment through reasonably foreseeable 
upset and accident conditions involving the 
release of hazardous materials into the 
environment? 

   X 

c. Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous 
or acutely hazardous materials, substances, or 
waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or 
proposed school? 

   X 

d. Be located on a site which is included on a list 
of hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to 
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a 
result, would it create a significant hazard to the 
public or the environment? 

   X 

e. For a project located within an airport land use 
plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted, 
within two miles of a public airport or public use 
airport, would the project result in a safety 
hazard for people residing or working in the 
project area? 

   X 

f. For a project within the vicinity of a private 
airstrip, would the project result in a safety 
hazard for people residing or working in the 
project area? 

   X 

g. Impair implementation of or physically interfere 
with an adopted emergency response plan or 
emergency evacuation plan? 

   X 

h. Expose people or structures to a significant risk 
of loss, injury or death involving wildland fires, 
including where wildlands are adjacent to 
urbanized areas or where residences are 
intermixed with wildlands? 

   X 
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Setting 
 
The State of California Hazardous Waste and Substances Site List (also known as the "Cortese List") is a 

planning document used by state, local agencies, and developers to comply with the CEQA requirements in 

providing information about the location of hazardous materials sites. Government Code Section 65962.5 

requires the California Environmental Protection Agency (Cal-EPA) to annually update the Cortese List. 

The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) is responsible for preparing a portion of the 

information that comprises the Cortese List. Other state and local government agencies are required to 

provide additional hazardous material release information that is part of the complete list. EnviroStor 

Database is compiled by the DTSC to identify and track potential hazardous waste sites. Searches of the 

above resources identified 13 sites (DTSC 2014) within the City limits known to handle and store hazardous 

materials and are associated with a hazardous material related release or occurrence. These results are 

identified in Table 5: Hazardous Site List in the City. The terms "release" or "occurrence" include any means 

by which a substance could harm the environment by spilling, leaking, discharging, dumping, injecting or 

escaping. It should be noted that none of the project facilities are on the "Cortese List." 

 

Table 5: Hazardous Site List in the City 

SITE/FACILITY NAME   
ESTOR /  
EPA ID PROGRAM TYPE   STATUS   Address 

WHITE ROCK 
DUMP NORTH - 
SACTO CO. SWDS 

34490002 EVALUATION 
REFER: 
RWQCB 

WHITE ROCK ROAD AT 
GRANTLINE ROAD,  
RANCHO CORDOVA 

AMERICAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
CORP 

CAD0678253
64 

NON-
OPERATING 

NON-
OPERATING 

11855 WHITE ROCK RD, 
RANCHO CORDOVA 

AEROJET 
GENERAL 
CORPORATION 

34370002 
FEDERAL 
SUPERFUND 

ACTIVE 
HIGHWAY 50 AND 
AEROJET ROAD, 
RANCHO CORDOVA 

GENERAL 
ELECTRIC 
MEDICAL 
SYSTEMS 

80001343 
CORRECTIVE 
ACTION 

NO ACTION 
REQUIRED 

3920 SECURITY PARK, 
RANCHO CORDOVA 

MCDONNELL 
DOUGLAS - 
INACTIVE TEST 
SITE 

34370069 
STATE 
RESPONSE 

ACTIVE 
11505 DOUGLAS RD, 
RANCHO CORDOVA 

AEROJET-
GENERAL 
CORPORATION 

80001284 
CORRECTIVE 
ACTION 

REFER: 
SMBRP 

HWY US 50 & AEROJET 
RD, RANCHO 
CORDOVA 

AEROJET 
ROCKETDYNE, 
INC. 

CAD0000304
94 

OPERATING 
OPERATING 
PERMIT 

US HWY 50 & AEROJET 
RD, RANCHO 
CORDOVA 

GENERAL 
ELECTRIC 
MEDICAL 
SYSTEMS 

CAD0008196
80 

NON-
OPERATING 

CLOSED 
3920 SECURITY PARK, 
RANCHO CORDOVA 
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WHITE ROCK 
DUMPS 1 AND 2 

60001748 
STATE 
RESPONSE 

ACTIVE 

WHITE ROCK DUMPS 
(WRD) 1 AND 2 ARE 
LOCATED ON AEROJET 
PROPERTY.WRD 1, 
SOUTH OF WHITE 
ROCK ROAD ON THE 
INACTIVE RANCHO 
CORDOVA TEST SITE 
(IRCTS). WRD 2, 
NORTH SIDE OF WHITE 
ROCK ROAD., RANCHO 
CORDOVA 

ANATOLIA II 
ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL 

60002009 
SCHOOL 
INVESTIGATIO
N 

ACTIVE 

SOUTHWEST CORNER 
OF APPOLON DRIVE 
AND SOPHISTRY 
DRIVE, RANCHO 
CORDOVA 

BROWNING 
FERRIS IND 

80001770 
CORRECTIVE 
ACTION 

NO ACTION 
REQUIRED 

11875 WHITE ROCK RD, 
RANCHO CORDOVA 

GEM OF RANCHO 
CORDOVA LLC 

80001756 
CORRECTIVE 
ACTION 

NO FURTHER 
ACTION 

11855 WHITE ROCK RD, 
RANCHO CORDOVA 

GEM OF RANCHO 
CORDOVA LLC 
DBA PSC 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
SVS OF RANCHO 
CORDOVA 

CAD9808841
83 

OPERATING 
OPERATING 
PERMIT 

11855 WHITE ROCK RD, 
RANCHO CORDOVA 

AMERICAN 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
CORP 

80001465 
CORRECTIVE 
ACTION 

NO ACTION 
REQUIRED 

11855 WHITE ROCK RD, 
RANCHO CORDOVA 

ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL NO. 42 

34010025 
SCHOOL 
INVESTIGATIO
N 

NO ACTION 
REQUIRED 

DOUGLAS 
ROAD/SUNRISE 
BOULEVARD, RANCHO 
CORDOVA 

B & J 
MANUFACTURING 

34360005 
STATE 
RESPONSE 

CERTIFIED 
11390 AMALGAM WAY, 
RANCHO CORDOVA 

GOLD RIVER 
INDUSTRIAL 
PARK 

34340120 EVALUATION 
NO FURTHER 
ACTION 

11355 PYRITES WAY, 
RANCHO CORDOVA 

SAFETY-KLEEN 
RANCHO 
CORDOVA 

80001787 
CORRECTIVE 
ACTION 

CERTIFIED 
2576 MERCANTILE DR, 
RANCHO CORDOVA 
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SUNRISE RIVER 
INDUSTRIAL 
PARK 

34490055 
STATE 
RESPONSE 

CERTIFIED 
O&M - LAND 
USE 
RESTRICTION
S ONLY 

GOLD RIVER ROAD 
AND U.S. HIGHWAY 50, 
RANCHO CORDOVA 

PURITY OIL SALES 
- DELTA GUNITE 

34170001 
STATE 
RESPONSE 

ACTIVE 
WHITE ROCK ROAD & 
KILGORE ROAD,  
RANCHO CORDOVA 

VILLAGE OF 
ZINFINDEL 

34470001 
VOLUNTARY 
CLEANUP 

NO FURTHER 
ACTION 

3145 KILGORE ROAD, 
RANCHO CORDOVA 

NAVIGATOR 
ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL 

34820006 
SCHOOL 
INVESTIGATIO
N 

NO ACTION 
REQUIRED 

BEAR HOLLOW 
DRIVE/ROBOLA WAY, 
RANCHO CORDOVA 

MILLS STATION 
CROSSING 

60001173 EVALUATION 
INACTIVE - 
ACTION 
REQUIRED 

1059 FOLSOM BLVD., 
764 EL CAPRICE 
DRIVE, 1035 FOLSOM 
BLVD., RANCHO 
CORDOVA 

VETERANS 
MARTINIZING 
CLEANERS 

34720121 EVALUATION 
REFER: 
RWQCB 

10161 FOLSOM BLVD., 
RANCHO CORDOVA 

Source: (DTSC 2014) 

Discussion 
 

a-b. No Impact. Routine maintenance activities would not require the transport, use, or disposal of 

hazardous materials. The proposed project is not anticipated to create a significant hazard to the 

public or the environment through a reasonably foreseeable accident involving the release of 

hazardous materials into the environment. The City would prevent chemicals, paint, oil, gas, other 

petroleum products, and other substances that could be deleterious to aquatic life from 

contaminating the soil and/or entering waters of the state by immediately removing the hazardous 

material from any place where it could enter waters, containing any releases or spills of such 

materials, maintaining vehicles reasonably free of external petroleum residue, and locating staging 

and storage areas away from the stream and wetland zones. 

Those activities involving hazardous materials would be required to comply with all local, state, 

and federal standards associated with the handling of hazardous materials including, but not limited 

to, the City's NPDES permit and SQIP. 

c. No Impact. While routine maintenance activities may occur within ¼ mile of local schools, the 

proposed routine maintenance activities would not involve the use or handling of hazardous or 

acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste.  

d. No Impact. The routine maintenance activities would occur along levees, creeks, basins and drainages. 

No potential project activities would occur at sites included on a list of hazardous materials sites listed on 

EXHIBIT A 315

AGENDA ITEM 11.2



DOKKEN ENGINEERING INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

2014 ROUTINE MAINTENANCE OF STREAM CHANNELS AND DRAINAGE FACILITIES 

 98 

Table 5 from EnviroStor; therefore, no impact would occur (DTSC 2014). Work may occur in 

channels that receive water from the groundwater extraction and treatment (GET) facilities, which 

were installed to remediate contaminated groundwater from Aerojet; however, this water has been 

treated and is not considered a significant hazard to the public.  

e-f. No Impact. The project areas are not located near an airport or airstrip. Since the project sites are not 

located within two miles of an airport or an area for which an Airport Land Use Plan has been prepared, 

and no public or private airfields are within two miles of the project areas, users of the proposed 

project would not be exposed to hazards due to over flight aircraft. Thus, no significant impact would 

occur, and no mitigation would be necessary. 

g. No Impact. The project areas are not expected to impair the implementation of or physically interfere 

with an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan. As set forth in the 

Sacramento County’s Multi-Hazard Disaster Plan, the City maintains pre-designated emergency 

evacuation routes along major streets and thoroughfares (City of Rancho Cordova 2006). No aspect of 

the proposed project would modify these streets or preclude their continued use as an emergency 

evacuation route. The proposed project would not result in an increased concentration of large 

numbers of persons in any at-risk location, and the proposed project would not have a significant 

impact on any emergency plans. Thus, no significant impact would occur, and no mitigation would be 

necessary. 

h. No Impact. The proposed project does not present conditions that are subject to wildland fires. There 

is no potential to expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or death involving 

wildland fires, including where wildlands are adjacent to urbanized areas or where residences are 

intermixed with wildlands. Therefore, no impacts are potential or expected. 

 
Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 
 
No mitigation is required or proposed. 
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

VIV.  HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY - Would 
the project: 

    

a. Violate any water quality standards or waste 
discharge requirements? 

  X  

b. Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or 
interfere substantially with groundwater 
recharge such that there would be a net deficit 
in aquifer volume or a lowering of the local 
groundwater table level (e.g., the production rate 
of pre-existing nearby wells would drop to a 
level which would not support existing land 
uses or planned uses for which permits have 
been granted)? 

   X 

c. Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern 
of the site or area, including through the 
alteration of the course of a stream or river, in a 
manner which would result in substantial 
erosion or siltation on- or off-site? 

  X  

d. Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern 
of the site or area, including through the 
alteration of the course of a stream or river, or 
substantially increase the rate or amount of 
surface runoff in a manner which would result 
in flooding on- or off-site? 

  X  

e. Create or contribute runoff water which would 
exceed the capacity of existing or planned storm 
water drainage systems or provide substantial 
additional sources of polluted runoff? 

   X 

f. Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard 
area as mapped on a federal Flood Hazard 
Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate Map or other 
food hazard delineation map? 

   X 

g. Place within a 100-year flood hazard area 
structures which would impede or redirect flood 
flows? 

   X 

h. Expose people or structures to a significant risk 
of loss, injury or death involving flooding, 
including flooding as a result of the failure of a 
levee or dam? 

  X  

i. Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow?    X 
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Setting 
The City occurs within the Lower American River Watershed, which is part of the greater Lower Sacramento 

Watershed (USGS 2014). The major creeks and channels within the City where the routine maintenance 

activities are anticipated to occur include the following waterways: the Lower American River, Tributaries to 

the Lower American River 1 and 2, Cordova Creek, Morrison Creek 1 through 5, Laguna Creek 1 and 2, and 

Buffalo Creek. Runoff from irrigation, groundwater extraction and treatment (GET), groundwater, 

precipitation, and snowmelt from the Sierra Nevada mountains are the main sources of surface water supply 

in Rancho Cordova. 

Background 
The City is a joint participant with Sacramento County's NPDES Municipal Stormwater Permit No. 

CAS082597. The permit was renewed in September 2008, and allows for the City to discharge urban runoff 

from Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4s) in their municipal jurisdictions. The permit requires 

that the City impose water quality and watershed protection measures for all development and municipal 

project. In compliance with the NPDES permit, the City has established a storm water management program 

known as the SQIP. The Sacramento SQIP describes the storm water pollution prevention efforts to be 

implemented by the County of Sacramento and the Cities of Citrus Heights, Elk Grove, Folsom, Galt, and 

Rancho Cordova. The SQIP activities fall into the following nine main categories: program management, 

target pollutant reduction, monitoring program, commercial program element, commercial/industrial program 

element, municipal operations program element, illicit discharge program element, public outreach program 

element, new development program element. 

The municipal operations program element requires a variety of activities to prevent or reduce pollutants in 

runoff from all municipal land use areas, facilities, and activities. Municipal facilities include buildings, 

transportation facilities (e.g., roads, roadsides, parking lots, and fleet service areas), and drainage collection 

and storage systems (e.g., pipes, open channels, storm water detention basins, and roadside ditches). 

Municipal activities include materials storage and handling, waste storage and disposal, vehicle and 

equipment washing and maintenance, pipe, channel and basin maintenance, street cleaning, vegetation 

management, and repair/construction. The SQIP requires that the routine management and operations, 

maintenance of the storm drain system, streets, and public areas be conducted in a manner that does not 

inadvertently contribute to pollution within local creeks and rivers. 

Discussion 

a.  Less than Significant Impact. The project would be required to comply with the City’s NPDES permit, the 

SQIP, and the conditions of the CDFW Routine Maintenance Agreement (RMA). If necessary, individual 

maintenance activities may be required to obtain a Section 404 Nationwide Permit from the USACE and 

a Section 401 Water Quality Certification from the RWQCB. Activities exempt from notifying USACE 

include the removal of sediment accumulated in channels. Additional exempt activities include discharges 

into waters of the U.S. in order to return the channel to original condition. Activities which qualify as a 

404(f) Exemption for Maintenance Activities, including emergency reconstruction of recently damaged 

parts, of currently serviceable structures such as dikes, dams, levees, groins, riprap, breakwaters, 

causeways, bridge abutments or approaches, and transportation structures, which occurs within a 

reasonable period of time after damage occurs, do not require a 401 Water Quality Certification. The 
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City’s existing MS4 permit will serve as the Waste Discharge Requirement Permit for any activities 

requiring it. If the activities are exempt under 404(f), the MS4 will also serve as the 401 WQC, if the 

features are included in the MS4. If activities are not exempt, but instead non-reporting, a 401 WQC will 

be still necessary. If the activities do not include a discharge, there is no requirement to obtain permits. The 

City would perform the maintenance work at a time and in a manner that minimizes adverse impacts to 

fish and wildlife resources and provides for the protection and continuance of those resources. 

Specifically, the City would time the maintenance work with an awareness of precipitation and other 

events that could increase stream flows and an understanding of the amount of time and materials 

necessary to implement erosion control measures. In addition, the City would cease the maintenance work 

and implement all reasonable erosion control measures before all storm events. Routine channel 

maintenance activities would not violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements. 

b.  No Impact. No groundwater wells would be drilled as part of the proposed project. The proposed project 

would not deplete groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with groundwater recharge that would 

result in a net deficit in aquifer volume or lowering of the local groundwater table level.  

c. Less than Significant Impact. Channel maintenance involves the removal/displacement of silt, sand or 

sediment in the vicinity of man-made facilities or structures which cause an obstruction to the channel's 

flow. As a part of this project, temporary stream diversions may be required, which may result in increased 

erosion and a corresponding increase in siltation within the water. However, any increase in flow 

velocities due to stream diversions would be temporary and all appropriate BMPs would be employed.  

d. Less than Significant Impact. Routine channel maintenance activities would improve drainage and reduce 

potential flooding impacts by removing obstacles and debris from the channels, including creeks, streams, 

and natural and man-made drainages within the City. The project would be required to comply with the 

Sacramento County NPDES permit and the conditions of the CDFW RMA. If necessary, individual 

maintenance activities may be required to obtain a Section 404 Nationwide Permit from the USACE and 

a Section 401 Water Quality Certification from the RWQCB. 

e. No Impact. The proposed project activities would not create or contribute runoff water. Rather, the routine 

channel maintenance activities would result in improved conveyance of runoff water. The proposed 

project would not result in additional polluted runoff. 

f. No Impact. As a routine maintenance project on existing creeks, channels and basins, the project does not 

involve housing or exposure of habitable structures to the 100-year flood event.  

g.  No Impact. Routine maintenance activities do not involve the construction of structures. Maintenance of 

existing erosion control and new minor erosion control may temporarily impede or redirect water flow 

during the maintenance activity. However, such items used to temporarily divert flows would be 

removed upon completion of the maintenance activity. The project would be required to comply with 

the CDFW RMA conditions, the City NPDES permit, and the SQIP. If necessary, individual 

maintenance activities may be required to obtain a Section 404 Nationwide Permit from the USACE and 

a Section 401 Water Quality Certification from the RWQCB. 

h. Less-than-Significant. The project area does not include any dams, although dams are found just 

upstream along the American River. The City is within a dam inundation area. The proposed project 
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would not result in an increased concentration of large numbers of persons in any at-risk location, and 

the proposed project would not have a significant impact on any emergency plans. In addition, the 

project would ultimately reduce the potential for flooding by providing sediment removal, vegetation 

control, and beaver dam maintenance. Thus, no significant adverse impact as a result of the project 

would occur, and no mitigation is necessary. 

i. No Impact. The project does not involve exposure of persons to flooding risks or inundation by seiche, 

tsunami or mudflows. 

 
Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 
 

The following avoidance and/or minimization measures would be incorporated to minimize potential impacts:  
 
HYD-1: If necessary, individual maintenance activities may be required to obtain a Section 404 Nationwide 
Permit from the USACE and a Section 401 Water Quality Certification from the RWQCB.  
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

IX.  LAND USE AND PLANNING - Would the 
project: 

    

a. Physically divide an established community?    X 

b. Conflict with any applicable land use plan, 
policy, or regulation of an agency with 
jurisdiction over the project (including, but 
not limited to the general plan, specific plan, 
local coastal program, or zoning ordinance) 
adopted for the purpose of avoiding or 
mitigating an environmental effect? 

   X 

c. Conflict with any applicable habitat 
conservation plan or natural community 
conservation plan? 

   X 

 
Setting 

A wide range of existing land uses, including residential developments, commercial/retail uses, office uses, 

industrial uses, agricultural uses, and recreational uses characterize Rancho Cordova. According to the 2007 

City Zoning Map, open space, residential and commercial/retail uses were the primary land uses in the City. 

Institutional uses such as schools, churches, and other public entities also serve as major land uses. 
 

There are a number of large projects underway that would increase the acreage of residential, commercial, 

school and park uses in the City. While areas east of Sunrise Boulevard are currently being studied for 

further development within the area, these areas are generally outside the proposed project limits. 
 

Discussion 

a. No Impact. All activities would occur within existing levees, detention basins, drainage ways and 

facilities. Routine channel maintenance activities would not physically disrupt or divide an 

established community. 

b. No Impact. The proposed project would not affect the roadway designation or change the zoning 

ordinance within the project areas.  

c. No Impact. There are no habitat conservation plans or natural community conservation plans existing 

within the project areas, therefore, the project would not conflict with any existing habitat 

conservation plan or natural community’s conservation plan. Further, routine maintenance activities 

would have no potential conflicts with the proposed South Sacramento Habitat Conservation Plan.  
 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 
 
No mitigation is required or proposed.  
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

X.  MINERAL RESOURCES - Would the project:     

a. Result in the loss of availability of a known 
mineral resource that would be of value to the 
region and the residents of the state? 

   X 

b. Result in the loss of availability of a locally-
important mineral resource recovery site 
delineated on a local general plan, specific plan 
or other land use plan? 

   X 

Discussion 

a-b. No Impact. The proposed project is for maintenance of existing levees, detention basins, drainage 

features and therefore, would involve removal or fill of limited amounts of sediment. However, routine 

channel maintenance activities would not result in the loss of known mineral resources or the 

availability of a mineral resource recovery site.  

 
Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 
No mitigation is required or proposed. 
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

XI.  NOISE - Would the project result in:     

a. Exposure of persons to or generation of noise 
levels in excess of standards established in the 
local general plan or noise ordinance, or 
applicable standards of other agencies? 

 X   

b. Exposure of persons to or generation of 
excessive ground borne vibration or ground borne 
noise levels? 

  X  

c. A substantial permanent increase in ambient 
noise levels in the project vicinity above levels 
existing without the project? 

   X 

d. A substantial temporary or periodic increase in 
ambient noise levels in the project vicinity above 
level existing without the project? 

 X   

e. For a project located within an airport land use 
plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted, 
within two miles of a public airport or public use 
airport, would the project expose people residing 
or working in the project to excessive noise 
levels? 

   X 

f. For a project within the vicinity of a private 
airstrip, would the project expose people residing 
or working in the project area to excessive noise 
levels? 

   X 

 
Setting 
 
City Regulation of the Noise Environment 

The City’s General Plan Noise Element establishes land use compatibility criteria for both transportation 

noise sources such as roadways, and for non-transportation (stationary) noise sources. For transportation noise 

sources, the City establishes a noise level criterion of 60 dB Ldn/CNEL1 or less in outdoor activity areas, and 

45 dB Ldn/CNEL or less for interior noise levels (City of Rancho Cordova 2006). 

For stationary noise sources, the City has adopted a Noise Ordinance as §6.68 of the Rancho Cordova 

Municipal Code (City of Rancho Cordova 2014). The Noise Ordinance establishes hourly noise level 

performance standards, which are most commonly quantified in terms of hourly averages (Leq), and 

instantaneous maximums (Lmax). Table 6 shows the City’s noise level performance standards for stationary 

noise sources for both day and nighttime periods. Section 6.68.090 E exempts construction noise from the 

provisions of the Code, provided such activities do not take place before 8:00 a.m. or after 6:00 p.m. on any 

day except Monday through Friday, or before 8:00 a.m. or after 7:00 p.m. on Saturday or Sunday. 
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Table 6:  Exterior Hourly Noise Level Performance Standards for New Project and 

Developments in the City  

 Maximum Acceptable Noise Level, dBA 
 

Minutes/Hour of Noise Generation (Ln) Daytime 
(7 am - 10 pm) 

Nighttime 
(10 pm - 7 am)

30 (L50) 55 50 
15 (L25) 60 55 
5 (L8.3) 65 60 
1 (L1.7) 70 65 
0 (Lmax) 75 70 

Note: Ln means the percentage of time the noise level is exceeded during an hour. L50 means the level exceeded 50 
percent of the hour, L25 is the level exceeded 25 percent of the hour, etc.Source: (City of Rancho Cordova 2014) 
 
The standard construction specifications are required to be adhered to by any contractor constructing a public 

or private project within the City. Standards regarding the noise environment are summarized below. 

 

• Noise Control – requires that all construction work comply with the Rancho Cordova Noise 

Ordinance, and that all construction vehicles be equipped with a muffler to control sound levels. 

• Weekend, Holiday, and Night Work – Prohibits construction work during evening hours or on Sunday 

or holidays, to reduce noise and other construction nuisance effects. 

 
Discussion 
 
a. Less-than-Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. Noise may be generated during routine 

maintenance activities by traffic associated with transport of heavy materials and equipment to and 

from maintenance sites and the use of motorized equipment during routine maintenance activities. 

Noise sources such as lawn mowers, grass trimmers, chainsaws, bobcats and backhoes could be used 

as maintenance tools. This noise increase would be of short duration, and would likely occur 

primarily during daytime hours. Examples of noise generating actions involved in maintenance 

activities would generate maximum noise levels, as indicated in Table 7 below, ranging from 71 to 

94 dB at a distance of 50 feet. Routine channel maintenance activities would be temporary in nature 

and are anticipated to occur during normal daytime working hours. The City’s General Plan contains 

a noise standard with a policy setting the limit of acceptable noise within residential land use 

classifications (as detected at the property line) of 60 dB (City of Rancho Cordova 2006).  
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Table 7: Typical Maximum Construction Equipment Noise Levels  

ID Type of Equipment
Range of Maximum Sound Level 

Measured at 50 feet (dBA) 
1 Pneumatic Tools 78 to 88 
2 Pumps 74 to 84 
3 Dozers 77 to 90 
4 Tractors 77 to 82 
5 Front-End Loaders 77 to 90 
6 Hydraulic Backhoes 81 to 90 
7 Hydraulic Excavators 81 to 90 
8 Graders 79 to 89 
9 Air Compressors 76 to 89 
10 Trucks 81 to 87 
11 Scrapers 83 to 91 
12 Haul Trucks 83 to 94 
13 Portable Generators 71 to 87 

Source: (Bolt, Beranek, and Newman 1987). 

Project activities could generate temporary noise levels in excess of the above mentioned noise 

guidelines. Mitigation measures NOI-1 through NOI-2 would reduce noise impacts to less-than-

significant.  

b. Less-than-significant Impact. The proposed maintenance activities would require use of small 

construction equipment (such as, excavators, backhoes, dump trucks, and bobcats) that would not 

generate excessive ground borne vibration or noise levels. All potential noise effects to the 

environment would be temporary. 

c. No Impact. The project would likely result in temporary increases in noise from use of small 

construction equipment for the duration of the maintenance activity. However, the project does not 

propose to introduce any permanent noise sources at any of the maintenance sites. Routine 

maintenance activities would not result in permanent increases in noise levels. 

d. Less-than-Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated. During routine maintenance activities, 

there would be a temporary noise increase from use of power tools, equipment, and other non-

powered hand-tools. The City would comply with all applicable noise and occupational safety 

standards, and to protect workers and other persons from health effects of increased noise levels 

from the use of construction equipment. Routine channel maintenance activities would be temporary 

in nature and are anticipated to occur during normal daytime working hours. Mitigation measures 

NOI-1 through NOI-2 would reduce the noise impacts to less-than-significant.  

e-f. No Impact. The project site is not located near an existing airport and is not within an area covered by 

an existing airport land use plan. Therefore, no impact would occur. 

 

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

No mitigation is required; however, the following avoidance and/or minimization measures would be 

incorporated to minimize potential impacts: 
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NOI-1: Construction shall comply with all the City’s noise ordinances. 

 

NOI-2: All construction equipment used for the project shall be properly maintained and equipped with 

noise-reduction intake and exhaust mufflers and engine shrouds, in accordance with manufacturers’ 

recommendations.  
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

XII. POPULATION AND HOUSING - Would the 
project: 

    

a. Induce substantial population growth in an area, 
either directly (for example, by proposing new 
homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, 
through extension of roads or other 
infrastructure)? 

   X 

b. Displace substantial numbers of existing housing, 
necessitating the construction of replacement 
housing elsewhere? 

   X 

c. Displace substantial numbers of people, 
necessitating the construction of replacement 
housing elsewhere? 

   X 

 
Discussion 
 
a-c. No Impact. The proposed project would not affect population and housing. Routine channel 

maintenance activities would maintain the design capacity of existing drainage features and would not 

directly or indirectly induce population growth, displace housing or necessitate construction of 

replacement housing. 

 
 
Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 
No mitigation is required or proposed. 
  

EXHIBIT A 327

AGENDA ITEM 11.2



DOKKEN ENGINEERING INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

2014 ROUTINE MAINTENANCE OF STREAM CHANNELS AND DRAINAGE FACILITIES 

 110 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

XIII. PUBLIC SERVICES     

a. Would the project result in substantial adverse 
physical impacts associated with the provision 
of new or physically altered governmental 
facilities, need for new or physically altered 
governmental facilities, the construction of 
which could cause significant environmental 
impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service 
ratios, response times or other performance 
objectives for any of the public services: 

    

Fire protection?    X 

Police protection?    X 

Schools?    X 

Parks?    X 

Other public facilities?    X 

 
Discussion 
 
a. No Impact. The project involves maintenance of existing levees, detention basins, drainage features 

and some new construction of erosion control features. The proposed project does not include 

construction of any habitable structures or other structures that would require public services or 

impact the service ratios, response times, or other performance objectives of any service providers. 

Routine channel maintenance activities would not result in a need for additional public services or 

substantial adverse physical impacts tor construction of new public facilities with respect to fire 

protection, police protection, schools, parks, or other public facilities. 

 
Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 
No mitigation is required or proposed. 
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

XIV. RECREATION     

a. Would the project increase the use of 
existing neighborhood and regional parks 
or other recreational facilities such that 
substantial physical deterioration of the 
facility would occur or be accelerated? 

   X 

b. Does the project include recreational 
facilities or require the construction or 
expansion of recreational facilities which 
might have an adverse physical effect on 
the environment? 

   X 

 
Discussion  
 
a-b. No Impact. The project would not affect recreation or recreation facilities in the area because the 

project involve routine channel maintenance activities of existing drainage channels and other storm 

water facilities and would not increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other 

recreational facilities. No impacts to recreational resources are expected.  

 
Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 
No mitigation is required or proposed. 
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

XV. TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC - Would the 
project: 

    

a. Cause an increase in traffic which is substantial 
in relation to the existing traffic load and 
capacity of the street system (i.e., result in a 
substantial increase in either the number of 
vehicle trips, the volume to capacity ratio on 
roads, or congestion at intersections)? 

  

X  

b. Exceed, either individually or cumulatively, a 
level of service standard established by the 
county congestion management agency for 
designated roads or highways? 

  

X  

c. Result in a change in air traffic patterns, 
including either an increase in traffic levels or a 
change in location that results in substantial 
safety risks? 

  

 X 

d. Substantially increase hazards due to a design 
feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous 
intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm 
equipment)? 

  

 X 

e. Result in inadequate emergency access?    X 

f. Result in inadequate parking capacity?    X 

g. Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or 
programs supporting alternative transportation 
(e.g., bus turnouts, bicycle racks)? 

  
 X 

 
Discussion 
 
a-b. Less-than-Significant Impact. Routine channel maintenance activities may have some affects to traffic 

while going to, hauling from, and leaving sites. However, any affects to traffic would be minimal and 

insignificant compared to the existing traffic load and capacity of the street system. These trips would 

be dispersed throughout the City and are not expected to result in level of service impacts during peak 

traffic periods.  

 

c. No Impact. The proposed project does not require any changes to existing regional air traffic activity, 

and the project site is not located near an airport. Therefore, no impact would occur. 

 

d. No Impact. The design features associated with the project would not increase hazards, considering the 

routine channel maintenance activities would not result in the development of new roadways. 
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e. No Impact. The project would not affect emergency vehicle access.  
 
f. No Impact. The project would not reduce available parking within the project area.  
 
g. No Impact. There are no conflicts with adopted policies, plans, or programs supporting alternative 

transportation. 

 
Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 

The following avoidance and/or minimization measures would be incorporated to minimize potential impacts:  

 
TRANS-1: The City shall obtain an encroachment permit from Caltrans if routine maintenance activities 

are anticipated to occur within Caltrans right-of-way.  
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

XVI. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS - Would 
the project: 

    

a. Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of 
the applicable Regional Water Quality Control 
Board? 

   
X 

b. Require or result in the construction of new 
water or wastewater treatment facilities or 
expansion of existing facilities, the 
construction of which could cause significant 
environmental effects? 

   

X 

c. Require or result in the construction of new 
storm water drainage facilities or expansion of 
existing facilities, the construction of which 
could cause significant environmental effects? 

  

X  

d. Have sufficient water supplies available to 
serve the project from existing entitlements and 
resources, or are new or expanded entitlements 
needed? 

   

X 

e. Result in a determination by the wastewater 
treatment provider which serves or may serve 
the project that it has adequate capacity to 
serve the project's projected demand in 
addition to the provider's existing 
commitments? 

   

X 

f. Be served by a landfill with sufficient 
permitted capacity to accommodate the 
project's solid waste disposal needs? 

  
X  

g. Comply with federal, state, and local statutes 
and regulations related to solid waste? 

   
X 

 
Discussion 
 
a. No Impact. The project is restricted to the routine channel maintenance activities; therefore, the 

project would not involve wastewater treatment requirements. 

 

b.  No Impact. The project would not require or result in the construction of new water or wastewater 

treatment facilities or expansion of existing facilities.  

 

c.  Less Than Significant Impact. Routine channel maintenance activities would result in the 

maintenance of drainage channels and ultimately would improve storm water drainage to the region. 
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No new storm water drainage facilities would be required as a result of routine channel maintenance 

activities. 

 

d. No Impact. The project would not increase water supply demand.  

 

e.  No Impact. The project would not affect wastewater treatment. 

 

f.  Less Than Significant Impact. Although the project would generate some solid waste as a result of 

silt, gravel and sediment removal, quantities are not anticipated to be significantly burdensome to 

local disposal facilities. In addition, the City anticipates disposing of solids at a combination of local 

City disposal sites and the County landfill; therefore, project activities would not significantly 

increase solid waste disposal needs at the local landfill.  

 

g. No Impact. The project would comply with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations related to 

solid waste.  

 
Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures 
No mitigation is required or proposed. 
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

With 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

XVII. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE     

a. Does the project have the potential to degrade the 
quality of the environment, substantially reduce 
the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a 
fish or wildlife population to drop below self-
sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or 
animal community, reduce the number or restrict 
the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal 
or eliminate important examples of the major 
periods of California? 

 X   

b. Does the project have impacts that are 
individually limited, but cumulatively 
considerable? ("Cumulatively considerable" 
means that the incremental effects of a project are 
considerable when viewed in connection with the 
effects of past project, the effects of other current 
project, and the effects of). 

   X 

c. Does the project have environmental effects 
which will cause substantial adverse effects on 
human beings, either directly or indirectly? 

 X   

 
Discussion 
 
a. Less-than-Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. As discussed in this study, the proposed project 

could result in impacts to biological resources, cultural resources, geology and soils, and the noise 
environment, but these impacts would be mitigated to less than significant levels. Mitigation 
measures included in this document have been identified to reduce these potentially adverse 
environmental impacts to a less than significant level.  

 
b. No Impact. The project does not directly or indirectly contribute to cumulative impacts based on 

analysis provided within this study. 
 
c. Less-than-Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. As discussed in this study, the proposed project 

could result in impacts on human beings indirectly due to noise impacts. Mitigation measures 
included in this study would reduce impacts to less-than-significant levels. 
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DISTRIBUTION LIST  

 
A copy of the draft Environmental Document and a Notice of Availability have been distributed to the 
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California Department of Fish and Wildlife,  
North Central Region (2) 
1701 Nimbus Road, Suite A 
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 
 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife,  
Water Branch 
830 S Street 
Sacramento, CA 95811 
 
Cordova Recreation and Park District  
2729 Prospect Park Drive, Suite 230  
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 
 
US Fish & Wildlife Service 
650 Capitol Mall, 8th Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
California Department of Parks and Recreation 
P.O. Box 942896 
Sacramento, CA 94296 

 
Regional Water Quality Control Board 
11020 Sun Center Drive, Suite 200 
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670-6114 
 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
Sacramento District 
1325 J Street, Rm 1350 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 

 
 
 

Central Valley Flood Protection Board 
3310 El Camino Ave, LL40 
Sacramento, CA 95821 
 
State Clearinghouse 
Office of Planning & Research 
1400 Tenth Street 
P.O.Box 3044 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 
 
Sacramento County, Department of Water 
Resources  
827 7th Street, Room 230 
Sacramento, California 95814 
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Appendix A List of Abbreviated Terms 

ALA California American Lung Association of California 

BMPs Best Management Practices 

Cal-EPA California Environmental Protection Agency 

Caltrans California Department of Transportation 

CARB California Air Resources Board 

CCAA California Clean Air Act 

CCR California Code of Regulations 

CDC California Department of Conservation 

CDFW California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

CEQA California Environmental Quality Act 

City City of Rancho Cordova 

CNDDB California Natural Diversity Data Base 

CNPS California Native Plant Society 

CO Carbon monoxide 

CO2 Carbon dioxide 

CH4 Methane 

CRHR California Register of Historical Resources 

dbh Diameter At Breast Height 

District American River Gold Mining District 

DTSC Department of Toxic Substances Control 

EIR Environmental Impact Report 

EPA U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

GHG Greenhouse Gas 

IS/MND Initial Study/ Mitigated Negative Declaration 

IPCC Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

MOU Memorandum of Understanding 

MS4 Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems 

NAAQS National Ambient Air Quality Standards 

NCIC North Central Information Center 

NMFS National Marine Fisheries Service 

NOAA National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

NOx Nitrogen Oxides 

N2O Nitrous Oxide 
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NPDES National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

O3 Ozone 

PM10 Respirable Particulate Matter 

PM2.5 Fine Particulate Matter 

PRC Public Resources Code 

Project Routine Maintenance of Stream Channels and Drainage 

Facilities Project 

RMA Routine Maintenance Agreement 

ROG Reactive Organic Gasses 

SAAQS State Ambient Air Quality Standards 

SACOG Sacramento Area Council of Governments 

SIP State Implementation Plan 

SMAQMD Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management District 

SQIP Stormwater Quality Improvement Plan 

SVAB Sacramento Valley Air Basin 

USACE United States Army Corps of Engineers 

USFWS United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

USGS U.S. Geological Survey 
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Variance Requests Required 
Monthly Limitations by Activity 

Activity January February March April May June July August September October November December 

Vegetation Removal1 
 Variance Request: Migratory Nesting Birds    
 Variance Request: Sensitive Aquatic Species    

Bridge Work2  Variance Request: Bat Pupping Season    
Sediment Removal (No 
shrub or tree removal)3 

 Variance Request: Sensitive Aquatic Species    

In Water/Wetland Work4  Variance Request: Sensitive Aquatic Species    
1 No removal or trimming of elderberry shrubs without consulting with USFWS 
2 Structures with joints/ Suitable for bats 
3 Where water is present 
4 No large equipment work within the Cordova Creek Restoration Area without consulting with NOAA. Hand tool work is allowed. 
 

 

EXHIBIT A 
347

A
G

E
N

D
A

 IT
E

M
 11.2



EXHIBIT A 
348

A
G

E
N

D
A

 IT
E

M
 11.2



Appendix C 

 

Appendix C  Summary of Mitigation 
Commitments  
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Summary of Mitigation Commitments For 

Routine Maintenance of Stream Channels and Drainage Facilities 

Commitment Resource Commitment Measure 

Aesthetics  

AES-1 

Vegetation removal would be limited to only what is necessary to 

perform the City’s routine maintenance activities and would only 

occur within the creeks, drainage channels, detention basins or other 

waters. 

AES-2 

Maintain stream channels in such a manner that it avoids removal of 

trees greater than 4 inches diameter at breast height (dbh) to the 

greatest extent feasible. Any removal of mature trees is anticipated to 

occur in areas densely vegetated where the removal is unlikely to 

noticeably affect the visual environment. However, as a practice, the 

City would preferentially trim rather than remove live trees greater 

than 4 inches dbh. 

Air Quality  

AQ-1 
SMAQMD’s Rules 401 (Visible Emissions), 402 (Nuisance), 403 

(Fugitive Dust) must be followed. 

Biological   

BIO-1 

Prior to beginning any maintenance work under the CDFW 

Agreement, the City maintenance supervisors and crews who would 

be completing the work must be trained by qualified personnel to 

identify and avoid harm to sensitive resources, special status species 

and their habitats. Training will include minimizing unnecessary 

access within riparian and wetland habitats and to ensure all 

equipment staging occurs in non-sensitive locations. 

BIO-2 

The City must comply with all applicable conditions of the City of 

Rancho Cordova’s MS4 Permit and Stormwater Quality 

Improvement Plan. 

BIO-3 

Pursuant to the City of Rancho Cordova’s MS4 Permit (NPDES No. 

CAS082597), construction-related materials, wastes, spills, or 

residues must be retained at the project site to avoid discharge to 

streets, drainage facilities, receiving waters, or adjacent properties by 

wind or runoff.  

BIO-4 
Pursuant to the City of Rancho Cordova’s MS4 permit the City must 

have and implement one of the following types of water pollution 

EXHIBIT A 351

AGENDA ITEM 11.2



Appendix C 

 

control plans for each activity: 

 Activities disturbing more than 1 acre must have a 

Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP).  

 Activities involving the grading, filling, excavating, storage, 

or disposal of 350 cubic yards or more of soil, or the clearing 

or grubbing of 1 acre or more must have an Erosion and 

Sediment Control Plan (ESCP).  

All other activities must have a Water Pollution Control Plan.  

BIO-5 

The City must stop maintenance work and implement all reasonable 

erosion control measures before all storm events. Water containing 

mud, silt, or other pollutants from construction activities will not be 

allowed to enter a flowing stream or placed in locations that may be 

subject to normal storm flows during periods when storm flows can 

reasonably be expected to occur. 

BIO-6 

The City must implement best management practices (BMPs) and 

CDFW approved water diversions or dewatering plans, as 

appropriate, for any routine maintenance work within or immediately 

adjacent (i.e. within 15 feet) to standing water, flowing water, or 

areas where the City reasonably anticipates flowing water. 

BIO-7 

Maintenance work will include the following BMPs, where 

applicable, to reduce erosion during project activities: 

a. The area of construction and disturbance would be limited to 

as small an area as feasible to reduce erosion and 

sedimentation. 

b. Measures would be implemented during land-disturbing 

activities to reduce erosion and sedimentation. These 

measures may include mulches, soil binders and erosion 

control blankets, silt fencing, fiber rolls, temporary berms, 

sediment desilting basins, sediment traps, and check dams. 

c. Exposed soils would be covered by loose bulk materials or 

other materials to reduce erosion and runoff during rainfall 

events. 

d. Exposed soils would be stabilized, through watering or other 

measures, to prevent the movement of dust at the project site 

caused by wind and construction activities such as traffic and 

grading activities. 
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e. All construction roadway areas would be properly protected to 

prevent excess erosion, sedimentation, and water pollution. 

f. All concrete curing activities would be conducted to minimize 

spray drift and prevent curing compounds from entering the 

waterway directly or indirectly. 

g. All construction materials, vehicles, stockpiles, and staging 

areas would be situated outside of the stream channel as 

feasible. All stockpiles would be covered, as feasible. 

h. Energy dissipaters and erosion control pads would be 

provided at the bottom of slope drains. Other flow conveyance 

control mechanisms may include earth dikes, swales, or 

ditches. Stream bank stabilization measures would also be 

implemented. 

i. All erosion control measures and storm water control 

measures would be properly maintained until the site has 

returned to a pre-construction state. 

j. All disturbed basins, stream banks and channel areas would be 

restored to pre-construction contours and where necessary, re-

vegetated, either through hydroseeding or other means, with a 

biologist approved plant palette comprised of native, locally 

sourced species. 

Maintenance construction materials would be hauled off-site after 

completion of maintenance activities. 

BIO-8 

The City must not use heavy equipment in standing or flowing water 

unless CDFW approves such work. If standing or flowing water is 

present or reasonably anticipated, the City must submit to CDFW a 

detailed water diversion or de-watering plan. The diversion or 

dewatering plan must include a plan to ensure uninterrupted and 

adequate flows would persist through the work site for safe aquatic 

wildlife passage. 

BIO-9 

The City must prevent chemicals, paint, oil, gas, petroleum products, 

and other hazardous substances from contaminating the soil and/or 

entering waters of the U.S. and State. Any equipment operated 

adjacent to a stream must be checked and maintained daily to prevent 

leaks of materials. Refueling, lubricating and washing of vehicles and 

equipment must occur at a minimum of 100 feet from waters and 

must not be placed in areas where harmful materials, if spilled, can 
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enter waters. Stationary equipment such as motors, pumps, 

generators, compressors, and welders located within or adjacent to 

the stream must be positioned over drip pans. 

BIO-10 

Vegetation removal, sediment removal, or structure work within the 

limits of CDFW jurisdiction must only occur between October 1st and 

February 14th.  

BIO-11 

The City must not perform any work within 500 feet of a burrowing 

owl nest without first consulting with CDFW. The City must suspend 

any maintenance work that could disrupt or otherwise interfere with 

burrowing owl nesting until CDFW provides direction on how to 

proceed. 

BIO-12 

To avoid impacts to nesting Swainson’s hawk, any work within ¼ 

mile of a Swainson’s hawk nest must only occur between September 

16th and February 28th, outside the Swainson’s hawk nesting season 

(March 1st and September 15th). The City must suspend any 

maintenance work that could disrupt or otherwise interfere with 

Swainson’s hawk nesting until CDFW provides direction on how to 

proceed. 

BIO-13 

All vegetation should be removed between September 16th and 

February 14th, outside of the nesting season (February 15th – 

September 15th). If the City needs to remove vegetation during the 

nesting season (February 15th – September 15th), a pre-construction 

nesting bird survey must be conducted within 7 days prior to 

vegetation removal. 

 

The City will establishA a minimum 100 foot no-disturbance buffer 

must be established around any active songbird nest and 250 feet 

around any active raptor nest to limit the impacts of construction 

activities. If it is possible to establish this size buffer, no additional 

coordination with CDFW will be necessary. If an altered buffer is 

desired, the The City must immediately stop work in the nesting area 

until the appropriate modified buffer, determined in coordination with 

wildlife agencies, is established. and  The City is prohibited from 

conducting work that could disturb the birds (as determined by 

qualified personnel and in coordination with wildlife agencies) in a 

the buffer area until qualified personnel determines the young have 

fledged 
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BIO-14 

To protect migratory swallows, unoccupied nests must be removed 

from the existing structures between September 16th and February 

14th, prior to the nesting season (February 15th – September 15th). 

During the nesting season, the City may discourage the building of 

new swallow nests using methods developed in coordination with 

CDFW. After a nest is completed, it can no longer be removed until 

qualified personnel have determined that all birds have fledged and 

the nest is no longer being actively used. 

BIO-15 

Structures will be assessed for bat occupation prior to initiation work. 

The City must coordinate with the CDFW prior to conducting 

maintenance work on bridges or structures with structural joints 

occupied by bats. Prior to activities, bats must be excluded from 

occupied structures if CDFW determines doing such work could 

harmfully disturb roosting bats. Bats must be excluded either March 

1st -April 15th (prior to birth of young) or August 31st -October 15th 

(prior to hibernation). Exclusions must be conducted under the 

supervision of a qualified bat biologist experienced with bat roosts 

and exclusion methods. Exclusion devices must remain in place for 

the duration of the activity. 

BIO-16 

Until all day roosting bats have been excluded, bird exclusion netting 

will not be installed on or in proximity to an occupied structure. All 

bird exclusion netting must be maintained in good working order to 

prevent the entrapment of roosting bats. 

BIO-17 

Until all day roosting bats have been excluded, combustion 

equipment, such as generators, pumps, and vehicles, must not be 

parked or operated under occupied structures. 

BIO-18 

If the City encounters wildlife during project activities, work will 

temporarily stop in the vicinity until the wildlife has left the work 

area. With the exception of nesting birds, bats or other sensitive 

wildlife, the City may attempt to flush or herd the wildlife in a safe 

direction away from the work area. If the wildlife is a fully protected 

or listed species, the City must temporarily stop work in the vicinity 

until the fully protected or listed species has left the work area. The 

City must notify CDFW of all observations of any fully protected or 

listed species in or adjacent to any work area covered by the project. 

BIO-19 
To protect aquatic wildlife, use of products with plastic monofilament 

will not be used. All non-biodegradable temporary erosion control 
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materials must be removed following activity completion. 

BIO-20 

To protect anadromous fish species, the City must use hand tools to 

clear vegetation at the Cordova Creek Restoration Area. If larger 

equipment is necessary for maintenance of the Cordova Creek 

Restoration Area, the City must initiate Consultation with NOAA. 

BIO-21 

The City would avoid impacts to elderberry shrubs. If maintenance 

activities cannot avoid impacts to elderberry shrubs, the City must 

initiate Consultation with the USFWS. 

BIO-22 

The City must notify CDFW should trees greater than 4 inches 

diameter at breast height (DBH) be removed. Where possible trees 

will be trimmed or cut at the stump instead of completely removed. 

BIO-23 

The removal of wetland and riparian vegetation will be avoided to the 

greatest extent feasible and will be limited to what is necessary to 

complete project activities. Whenever practical, repairs to bridges 

will be made from the bridge deck. Temporary access roads to the 

work site will be routed to avoid, to the extent feasible, riparian 

vegetation, live streams, and wetted areas.  

BIO-24 
The City will not conduct routine maintenance activities within 

vernal pools. 

BIO-25 

Prior to arrival at the project site and prior to leaving the project site, 

the City must clean all equipment that may contain invasive plants 

and/or seeds to reduce the spreading of noxious weeds. 

BIO-26 

The City would comply with the City of Rancho Cordova’s 

Municipal Code, Chapter 19.12 Tree Preservation and Protection. 

Chapter 19.12 Tree Preservation and Protection protects any living 

native oak trees (valley oak [Quercus lobata], interior live oak 

[Quercus wislizenii], blue oak [Quercus douglasii], or oracle oak 

[Quercus morehus]) with a diameter at breast height (DBH) of 6 

inches or greater, or multitrunked native oak trees having an 

aggregate diameter of 10 inches of more. In addition, the ordinance 

restricts activities including trenching, grading, or filling, within the 

dripline of the tree. The complete Chapter 19.12 Tree Preservation 

and Protection ordinance, including definitions, permitting, and 

mitigation requirements, can be found within Appendix E City of 

Rancho Cordova Tree Preservation. 
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BIO-27 

No less than 24 hours prior to fumigation, each burrow must be 

inspected by qualified staff to confirm the burrow is only occupied by 

the target nuisance rodent species. River otters, badgers, burrowing 

owls, bank swallow and other non-rodent species must not be killed 

by fumigation efforts or targeted for lethal control. Burrows identified 

as being occupied by a species other than the targeted nuisance rodent 

must be flagged and avoided. Fumigation must not be applied within 

40 feet of a flagged burrow. 

BIO-28 

A qualified biologist must conduct a survey for active American 

badger dens between 2 weeks and 4 weeks prior to the start of any 

routine maintenance activities occurring south of US-50 and east of 

Sunrise Boulevard. 

BIO-29 

To avoid the potential mortality of American badgers, any routine 

maintenance activities within 50 feet of an active American badger 

den must only occur between July 1st and February 28th, outside the 

pupping season (March 1st and June 30th).  

BIO-30 

To avoid and minimize potential impacts to vernal pool fairy shrimp 

and vernal pool tadpole shrimp, the City must obtain a Biological 

Opinion through initiation of Section 7 Consultation with the USFWS 

for maintenance activities occurring within channels and basins along 

Morrison Creek 5 or Laguna Creek 1. 

BIO-31 

The City must coordinate with the CDFW through the submittal of a 

variance request to receive approval to clear trees greater than 4 

inches diameter at breast height (DBH), to use heavy equipment in 

standing or flowing water, to conduct maintenance work on bridges 

or structures with structural joints occupied by bats, to perform 

project specific maintenance work outside of a designated work 

window, or if a sensitive species is determined to be present within 

the project area. CDFW will use their discretion on whether 

additional protective measures are required. 

Cultural   

CR-1 

In routine maintenance areas classified as Category A, Below Ground 

Maintenance Activities are permissible only if first surveyed by an 

archaeologist meeting the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional 

Qualification Standards in Archaeology first completes a pedestrian 

field and/or evaluates present archaeological resources. Above 

Ground Maintenance activities are allowed.  
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CR-2 

The City would provide training to distinguish modern period trash 

from historic period trash. An archaeologist who meets the Secretary 

of the Interior’s Professional Qualifications Standards for 

Archaeology shall prepare and conduct the training. 

CR-3 

Additional archaeological survey would be needed if project limits 

are extended beyond the present survey limits. If routine maintenance 

activities have the potential to impact structures (bridges, buildings, 

etc.) the resource must be surveyed and potentially evaluated by an 

architectural historian. 

CR-4 

If previously unidentified cultural materials are unearthed during 

maintenance activities, work shall be halted in that area until an 

archaeologist meeting the Secretary of the Interiors Professional 

Qualification Standards in Archaeology can assess the significance of 

the discovery and develop a plan for documentation and removal of 

resources, if necessary. 

CR-5 

If human remains are discovered, State Health and Safety Code 

Section 7050.5 states that further disturbances and activities shall 

cease in any area or nearby area suspected to overlie remains, and the 

County Coroner contacted. PRC Section 5097.98, if the remains are 

thought to be Native American, the coroner would notify the Native 

American Heritage Commission who will then notify the Most Likely 

Descendent. Further provisions of PRC 5097.98 are to be followed as 

applicable. 

Geology  

GEO-1 

Work included in routine channel maintenance activities would 

minimize soil and habitat disturbances through use of small 

construction equipment or hand tools used in the channel or on the 

channel banks. The proposed project would limit the amount of fill or 

sediment removal that can occur below the ordinary high water mark 

at any single location. In addition, should gunite be used, it would 

only be used at locations where it would not enter or be washed into a 

stream. Since the City is a joint participant of Sacramento County's 

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 

Municipal Stormwater Permit No. CAS082597, and subsequent 

NPDES permits once No. CAS082597 expires, the project would 

also be required to comply with the County’s NPDES for 

discharges of urban runoff from Municipal Separate Storm Sewer 
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Systems (MS4s). Further, the project must comply with the 

Stormwater Quality Improvement Plan (SQIP), which would 

adequately control erosion. 

Hydrology and Water 

Quality 

 

HYD-1 

If necessary, individual maintenance activities may be required to 

obtain a Section 404 Nationwide Permit from the USACE and a 

Section 401 Water Quality Certification from the RWQCB. 

Noise  

NOI-1 Construction shall comply with all the City’s noise ordinances. 

NOI-2: 

All construction equipment used for the project shall be properly 

maintained and equipped with noise-reduction intake and exhaust 

mufflers and engine shrouds, in accordance with manufacturers’ 

recommendations. 

Transportation / 

Traffic 

 

TRANS-1 The City shall obtain an encroachment permit from Caltrans if routine 

maintenance activities are anticipated to occur within Caltrans right-

of-way. 
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Appendix D  Chaptber 19.12 – Tree 
Preservation and Protection 

EXHIBIT A 361

AGENDA ITEM 11.2



Appendix C 

 

 

EXHIBIT A 362

AGENDA ITEM 11.2



EXHIBIT A 363

AGENDA ITEM 11.2



EXHIBIT A 364

AGENDA ITEM 11.2



EXHIBIT A 365

AGENDA ITEM 11.2



EXHIBIT A 366

AGENDA ITEM 11.2



EXHIBIT A 367

AGENDA ITEM 11.2



EXHIBIT A 368

AGENDA ITEM 11.2



EXHIBIT A 369

AGENDA ITEM 11.2



EXHIBIT A 370

AGENDA ITEM 11.2



EXHIBIT A 371

AGENDA ITEM 11.2



EXHIBIT A 372

AGENDA ITEM 11.2



Appendix E. Public Circulation & Response to 
Public Comments 

   

EXHIBIT A 373

AGENDA ITEM 11.2



   

EXHIBIT A 374

AGENDA ITEM 11.2



EXHIBIT A 375

AGENDA ITEM 11.2



EXHIBIT A 376

AGENDA ITEM 11.2



EXHIBIT A 377

AGENDA ITEM 11.2



EXHIBIT A 378

AGENDA ITEM 11.2



Comment 1 
 
 California Department of Transportation (received via letter, October 2, 2014) 
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Response 1 
 
Thank you for your comments; they have been included in the final environmental 
document.  
 
Response 1A: Precautions will be taken to ensure that any channels converted from 
concrete-lined to a more natural state will maintain the existing capacity and direction of 
flow. No obstructions or back-up of water onto State facilities is anticipated as a result of 
the proposed project. 
 
Response 1B: The City will notify Caltrans if flows from State facilities are obstructed 
occurs during routine maintenance activities; however, no obstructions or back-up of 
water onto State facilities is anticipated as a result of the proposed project. 
 
Response 1C: The City will notify Caltrans if routine maintenance activities are 
anticipated to increase the runoff onto State facilities; however, no increased runoff onto 
State facilities is anticipated as a result of the proposed project. 
 
Response 1D: The City will contact Caltrans if routine maintenance activities are 
anticipated to be performed within Caltrans right-of-way. If the work is to be performed 
by the City, the City will request an encroachment permit. Measure TRANS-1 under 
Section XV. TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC has been included within the document, 
which reads as follows: 
 

TRANS-1: The City shall obtain an encroachment permit from Caltrans if routine 
maintenance activities are anticipated to occur within Caltrans right-of-way. 
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Response 1E: The City will contact Caltrans if routine maintenance activities are 
anticipated to require traffic restrictions or detours affecting State facilities, and 
determine if preparation of a TMP for approval is necessary.  
 
Response 1F: Movement of oversized or excessively sized vehicles along State 
facilities to perform routine maintenance activities is not anticipated as part of the 
proposed project. If such activities are necessary, a transportation permit will be 
obtained. 
 
Response 1G: The City will contact Caltrans if routine maintenance activities are 
anticipated to be performed within Caltrans right-of-way. If the work is to be performed 
by the City, the City will request an encroachment permit. Measure TRANS-1 under 
Section XV. TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC has been included within the document, 
which reads as follows: 
 

TRANS-1: The City shall obtain an encroachment permit from Caltrans if routine 
maintenance activities are anticipated to occur within Caltrans right-of-way. 
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Comment 2 
 
 California Department of Fish & Wildlife (received via mail, September 25, 2014)  
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Response 2 
 
Thank you for your comments; they have been included in the final environmental 
document.  
 
Response 2A: The following has been added to the project description under Removal 
or Replacement of Facilities: 

 Culverts larger than 72” in diameter are not anticipated to be replaced under the 
maintenance agreement. No more than an approximate 102 culvert features are 
anticipated to be replace under the Agreement over the 12 year period.   

 
Response 2B: Burrowing owl, tricolored blackbird, swainson’s hawk, and white-tailed 
kite have been rated as high potential due to their previously known proximity to the 
project area, and potentially suitable habitat that exists within the City of Rancho 
Cordova. Western spadefoot has been rated as high potential due to their previously 
known proximity to the project area and the existence of vernal pools within the City of 
Rancho Cordova; however, no work is proposed to occur within vernal pools. Western 
pond turtle has been rated as high potential due to their previously known proximity to 
the project area, and connectivity from previously known locations to potentially suitable 
habitat that exists within the City of Rancho Cordova. Valley elderberry longhorn beetle 
has been rated as present due to their known existing within the project area along the 
American River. Central valley steelhead has been rated as high potential due to their 
known use of the lower American River.  
 

2I 

2H 
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American badger has been rated as high potential due to the large areas of 
undeveloped land south of US-50 and east of Sunrise Boulevard. American badgers are 
not anticipated to be found within the project area, but may be discovered during 
maintenance activities along the edges of the project boundaries, where the land is 
undeveloped. The last known occurrence of the American badger within the City limits is 
presumed extirpated (Occurrence #72) due to development at this location. The last 
known occurrence in proximity to the City was from 1991 (Occurrence #73), 
approximately 25 years ago. Since this time, the City of Rancho Cordova has grown 
and expanded, and much of any remaining potential habitat for the American badger 
has been degraded except for the undeveloped areas outside of the project area found 
south of US-50 and east of Sunrise Boulevard. Measures BIO-29 through BIO-30 have 
been included in the document to avoid and minimize impacts to American badger. 
 
Response 2C: The area denoted as being outside of the Project Area is marked as such 
due to the undeveloped nature and environmental sensitivity of this area. These areas 
contain undeveloped creeks, channels, wetlands, and vernal pools that do not require 
maintenance at this time. Once these areas are developed, and facilities are 
established which require maintenance, this document will be addended to include the 
areas currently outside of the Project Area. The project description has been revised to 
include the following sentence under Project Location: “The areas as denoted on Figure 
3 as outside of the Project Area are currently undeveloped and do not require routine 
maintenance.” 
 
Response 2D: Measure BIO-26 was revised to include a more complete summary of the 
tree preservation ordinance and has included Chapter 19.12 Tree Preservation and 
Protection in its entirety within Appendix D City of Rancho Cordova Tree Preservation. 
 
The City will mitigate protected trees (native oaks with a dbh greater than 6”) based on 
the mitigation requirements described in BIO-26 and Appendix D City of Rancho 
Cordova Tree Preservation.  
 
For impacts to trees within riparian corridors with a dbh greater than 4”, the City will 
coordinate with CDFW through the submittal of a variance request in order to mitigate at 
an onsite location or an offsite agency approved location as described in BIO-31.  
 
Response 2E: Minimizations measures BIO-1 through BIO-10, BIO-22 through BIO-25, 
and BIO-30 are applicable to wetland and riparian habitats, have been revised to 
include additional protection. These revised measures are included in Section IV 
Biological and Appendix E Summary of Mitigation Commitments. 
 
Response 2F: BIO-3 has been removed and replaced with individual measures, BIO-10 
through BIO-15, containing work windows to protect aquatic species, nesting birds, and 
bats. 
 
Response 2G: BIO-9 is now BIO-27, and information relevant to the project description 
has been move to the section regarding Levee Maintenance and Animal Population 
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Control. BIO-27 now contains measures specific to avoid and minimize impacts to 
biological resources. 
 
Response 2H: BIO-31 has been added regarding requesting a variance from CDFW, 
which is intended to receive action specific guidance should situations require work 
during the active seasons for sensitive wildlife. The variance will not take the place of a 
designated work window or BMPs. 
 
Minimizations measures BIO-1, BIO-8, BIO-11 through BIO-20, applicable to nesting 
birds, bats and aquatic species, have been revised to include additional protection. 
These revised measures are included in Section IV Biological and Appendix D 
Summary of Mitigation Commitments. 

 
Response 2I: The City will pay all fees associated with the Notice of Determination 
filing. 
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Comment 3 
 
 Cordova Recreation & Park District (received via mail, October 2, 2014) 
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Response 3 
 
Thank you for your comments; they have been included in the final environmental 
document.  
 
Response 3A: The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for the Villages of Zinfandel 
(VOZ) is not necessary to discuss within this document, as this is a standalone project. 
Routine maintenance activities that occur within the area of the VOZ will need to comply 

3D 

3E 

3F 

3G 

3H 
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with the measures proposed within this document; however, the MOU for the VOZ may 
have additional measures that will need to be adhered to during the duration of the 
MOU. 
 
Response 3B: The City will determine on a case by case basis if the CRPD routine 
maintenance activities are covered under the RMA.  If it is determined at that a CRPD 
routine maintenance activity will be covered under the RMA, this covered activity will 
need to be submitted through the City to CDFW.  
 
Response 3C: The project description section discussing Vegetation Control in 
Channels has been revised to include the hand removal of invasive plant species by 
volunteers so activities performed during annual Creek Week will be covered under the 
RMA. 
 
Response 3D: Spring mowing and other CRPD activities have been included in the 
project description and are covered under this RMA. 
 
Response 3E: The figures have been revised and now correctly state that these are 
representative of the City of Rancho Cordova.  
 
Response 3F: Planting trees, shrubs, and/or groundcover is considered a below ground 
maintenance activity and will need to comply with measure CR-1. These activities have 
been included in the description of Below Ground Maintenance Activities in 
V. CULTURAL RESOURCES of the environmental document.  
 
Response 3G: The uses of herbicides and pesticides been added to various parts of the 
project description as methods of conducting routine maintenance activities. The 
following language was added to the environmental document: “If necessary, the use of 
herbicides and pesticides will be conducted by a licensed applicator in accordance with 
the MS4 permit and existing regulations regarding application of herbicides and 
pesticides.” 
 
Response 3H: A copy of the final adopted MND will be provided to CPRD to ensure 
compliance with the document.   
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Comment 4 
 
 Regional Water Quality Control Board (received via mail, October 6, 2014) 
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Response 4 
 
Thank you for your comments; they have been included in the final environmental 
document.  
 
Response 4A: The project qualifies as regular maintenance activities to restore the 
original line, grade, or capacity of the facility. A Construction General Permit is not 
anticipated to be obtained for the proposed project. 
 
Response 4B: The proposed project is covered by an existing MS4 permit for the City of 
Rancho Cordova and will abide by the requirements of the existing MS4 permit. 
 
Response 4C: The proposed project is not industrial by nature and is not anticipated to 
need to comply with the Industrial Storm Water General Permit. 
 
Response 4D: For maintenance activities that are not exempt, a Section 404 
Nationwide Permit 3 or Nationwide Permit 13 are anticipated to be obtained. 
Additionally, a long-term Section 1602 Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement are 
anticipated to be obtained for the proposed project.  
 
Response 4E: A Water Quality Certification from the Central Valley Regional Water 
Quality Control Board is anticipated to be obtained for non-exempt activities prior to 
commencement of any work.  
 
Response 4F: Jurisdictional waters of the U.S. are present within the project limits. The 
project does not propose to conduct work within non-jurisdictional waters of the State 
and does not anticipate obtaining a Waste Discharge Requirement Permit. 
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Response 4G: Proposed actions which require construction dewatering will apply for 
coverage under the General Order NPDES permits from the Central Valley Regional 
Water Quality Control Board.   
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Comment 5 
 
 Sacramento Municipal Utility District (received via mail, October 6, 2014) 
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Response 5 
 
Thank you for your comments; they have been included in the final environmental 
document.  
 
Response 5A: The proposed RMA does not anticipate impacts to overhead and/or 
underground transmission and distribution line easements; however, the City will 
contact SMUD if project activities are anticipated to impact utilities during the course of 
the project. The RMA does not anticipate additional electrical load on the SMUD as a 
result of the RMA as the equipment proposed to be used is largely hand powered or gas 
powered. No impacts to energy efficiency or utility line routing are anticipated as a result 
of the proposed RMA project. Lastly, the project’s potential to impact climate change is 
addressed under Section VII. Greenhouse Gas Emissions, which found that the 
proposed project will have a less than significant impact to climate change as a result of 
negligible emissions from construction equipment and worker vehicles.  
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Comment 6 
 

California Department of Fish & Wildlife (received via e-mail, November 14, 
2014)  

 
 
 
Response 6 
 
Thank you for your comments; they have been included in the final environmental 
document.  
 
Response 6A: Based on your comment, the document has been revised to place all 
variance language within a single measure, BIO-31, which is provided below. Due to the 
sensitive nature of streambeds and waterways, aquatic wildlife such as frogs and other 
organisms are anticipated to use the sediment-filled streambeds and fallen debris to 
breed and forage during the spring and summer months. The October 1st- February 14th 
work window was kept to limit sediment removal to occur outside of the spring and 
summer aquatic breeding season.  

6A

6B
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BIO-31: The City must coordinate with the CDFW through the submittal of a variance 
request to receive approval to clear trees greater than 4 inches diameter at breast 
height (DBH), to use heavy equipment in standing or flowing water, to conduct 
maintenance work on bridges or structures with structural joints occupied by bats, to 
perform project specific maintenance work outside of a designated work window, or if a 
sensitive species is determined to be present within the project area. CDFW will use 
their discretion on whether additional protective measures are required. 
 
Response 6B:  Based on your comment, the document was revised to include a 
minimum 250 foot no disturbance buffer for nesting raptors. However, the 100 foot no-
disturbance buffer was intended to be the minimum buffer required should the City not 
coordinate with CDFW or alternatively, to allow work to continue during coordination 
effort with CDFW should a smaller no-disturbance buffer be desired. As a result, the 
measure was reworded to reflect its original intent. 
 
Response 6C: Mitigation measure BIO-22 was revised to require the City to notify 
CDFW should trees greater than 4 inches dbh be removed. Removal of trees under 2” 
inches or small amounts of trees and vegetation removed with hand crews/tools will not 
require a variance/special notification of tree removal. In addition, the measure was 
revised to place all variance language within a single measure, BIO-31. See comment 
response 6A for Mitigation measure BIO-31.  
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City Council Staff Report 1 of 12 AHS Large Care Home 
December 15, 2014  Conditional Use Permit 

 
 

 MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: December 15, 2014 
 
TO: Honorable Mayor and Council Members 
 
FROM: Paul Junker, Planning Director 
 
SUBJECT: AMERICAN HEALTH SERVICES LARGE RESIDENTIAL CARE HOME 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT; PROJECT DD8397 – LOCATED AT 10087 
TERRA LOMA DRIVE. 

 

 

PROPERTY OWNER: 
AHS Properties, LLC  
Dr. Stan Sharma 
26460 Summit Circle   
Santa Clarita, CA 91350 

APPLICANT/DEVELOPER: 
Same as owner 

 

PROJECT: The applicant is seeking a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to operate a large 
residential care home with up to 20 beds that will provide treatment for alcohol 
and substance dependency within an existing 10-bedroom house located at 
10087 Terra Loma Drive.  

FILE: DD8495 
LOCATION: 10087 Terra Loma Drive 
APN: 075-0033-002-0000 
PLANNER: Paul Junker  

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Adopt Resolution No. 104-2014. 
 
RESULT OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
Adoption of Resolution 104-2014 would grant the applicant’s request for a Conditional Use 
Permit from the City of Rancho Cordova to operate a large residential care home with up to 20 
beds that would provide treatment for alcohol and substance dependency within an existing 10-
bedroom house.  Approval of this resolution would allow the applicant to apply for a business 
license and establish a residential care home that could accommodate more than six clients. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On June 20, 2014 American Health Services (AHS) submitted an application to establish a large 
residential care home at 10087 Terra Loma Drive.  The facility would be located within an 
existing 9,000 square foot, two-story house built in 1938 that sits atop a 29,000 square foot lot. 
This facility would be a detoxification center for no more than twenty adult patients.  The facility 
would be licensed and regulated by the State Department of Alcohol and Drug Programs.   
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City Council Staff Report 2 of 12 AHS Large Care Home 
December 15, 2014  Conditional Use Permit 

This would be a voluntary treatment program that would include housing, boarding, and 
counseling only with typical stays lasting 15 days.  The facility would include a secured room 
where patients prescribed medicines would be stored and patients would be given supervised 
access to take medications consistent with prescriptions.  However, staff of the facility would not 
be administering medications or other forms of medical treatment. Staff would consist of 
approximately 12 employees, that include a program manager (always on call), one or two off-
site medical staff (medical on call 24-hours, 7-days a week), six counselor's (two for day shift, 
two for swing shift, and two for midnight hours), two cooks and two other support staff. 
  
Consistent with the applicant’s project description, patients at the facility would adhere to the 
following restrictions: 
 

• AHS patients at the American Health Services Residential Detox facility will spend their 
time either within the facility or in the rear yard/fenced portion of the property.  

• The patients will not congregate in front of the structure or on the Terra Loma street 
frontage. 

• AHS patients will not be allowed to leave the facility unattended at any time during their 
stay. While patients may voluntarily leave the facility, by doing so they will forfeit the right 
to return to the facility. 

• AHS will provide a 15 day detox program at American Health Services Residential Detox 
facility. Patients will typically only stay for 15 days at the facility, with the exception that 
in limited cases patients may stay several additional days while an alternate residential 
care facility is identified. 

• Patients will be substantially isolated from outside influences – no visitors, no cell 
phones, remaining in the facility building or in the facility interior yards. 

• Patients will not have personal vehicles at the facility. 

• During the first 24 hours of treatment bed checks occur every 30 minutes, after which 
bed checks will occur every hour for the next six days. 

• AHS will not accept patients with known criminal histories related to violence, sexually 
related activities or arson. 

 
A neighborhood meeting was held on Monday August 4, 2014 at which the applicant and City 
staff met with residents from the immediate area of the facility to discuss the project. Questions 
and concerns identified by residents included potential impacts to the neighborhood, the 
reasoning for choosing the City, how the adjacent medical facility would function with the 
residential care home, and operational details regarding the handling of patients on a day-to-day 
basis.  Detailed notes from this meeting are provided as Attachment 3.    
 
REQUIRED PERMITS AND REGULATORY BASIS 
 
Local land use authority is subject to state and federal law as local land use decisions must 
conform to all federal laws such as the Fair Housing Act, the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), and the Equal Protection Clause of the United States Constitution.  Local land use 
decisions and regulations are also subject to state fair housing statutes and laws applicable to 
residential care facilities. (Bay Area Addiction Research and Treatment (BAART) v. City of 
Antioch, 179 F.3d 725 (9th Cir. 1999); 42 U.S.C. § 12132.) 
 
Under these state and federal laws, local jurisdictions may not discriminate against protected 
classes of individuals on the basis of things like race, religion, gender, or disability when making 
land use decisions.  Recovering addicts and alcoholics seeking treatment are individuals with 
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disabilities and therefore are protected by these laws. (42 U.S.C. §§ 12210(a) and 12210(b)(2); 
BAART v. City of Antioch, 179 F.3d at 736-737.)   This is one area where the City’s local 
authority is severely restricted by state and federal laws. 
 
Residential care facilities for recovering addicts and alcoholics are  protected under the ADA, as 
well as fair housing laws.  (Fair Housing Act, § 804(f)(1); 42 U.S.C. §§ 3602(f) and (h), and 
3604(f)(1); City of Edmunds v. Washington State Bldg. Code Council, 18 F.3d 802-804 (9th Cir. 
1994); Lakeside Resort Enterprises, LP v. Board of Supervisors of Palmyra Township, 455 
F.3rd 154 (3rd Cir. 2006, certiorari denied).  Under state law, homes with six or fewer individuals 
are permitted by right in residential areas and must be treated like any other single family home.  
Homes with seven or more residents may be subject to land use permits, such as a Conditional 
Use Permit.  (Health and Safety Code § 11834 et seq.).  However, they may not be treated any 
differently than similar facilities (large care homes for the elderly and nursing homes for 
example).  The City may not place prohibitions, requirements, or restrictions on the use based 
upon concerns related to the population the facility serves. 
 
Fair housing laws and the ADA also require cities to make accommodations to local rules to 
afford protected individuals the equal opportunity to use and enjoy housing.  (Cal. Civil Code § 
54.1; 42 U.S.C. § 3604(f)(3)B).)  The City may not deny such a use on the basis of fears about 
this particular population (recovering addicts and alcoholics seeking treatment) – as doing so 
could amount to discrimination.  ( Pacific Shores Properties LLC v. City of Newport Beach,  730 
F.3d 1142 (9th Cir. 2012); 42 U.S.C. 3604(f)(1); 42 U.S.C. § 12132.)  The City must consider 
the permit application under the standards in the zoning code (listed below).  This occurs at a 
fair and impartial hearing before the City Council at a publicly noticed meeting.  The meeting is 
noticed in the newspaper, on the City website, and to residents within 500 feet of the project. 
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Figure 1 – Aerial of Site  
 

 
 
ANALYSIS 
 
General Plan Compliance 
 
The site is designated High Density Residential (HDR) within the General Plan. The proposed 
American Health Services detoxification facility fits within the HDR designation because it is a 
high-density living facility.  Uses immediately north and west of the project site are apartments 
that are built at a higher density than the proposed AHS facility. 
  
 

Table 1: Surrounding Designations and Existing Uses 

Location Existing Use  General Plan Designation Zoning Designation 

Project Site Vacant residential home HDR RD 30 

North  
Low Rise 

Apartments/parking area HDR RD 30 

East  Housing MDR RD 10 

South  
Light 

Warehousing/Commercial FBPA CMU (FBSP) 

West  Low Rise Apartments HDR RD 30 
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Figure 2 – Surrounding Use  

  

 
 
Zoning Compliance 
 
The site is zoned for high density residential at a density of up to 30 dwellings per acre (RD-30). 
This zoning district allows for high density residential development (e.g., apartments, 
condominium) in the 25.1 to 30.0 dwelling per units acre range. For this particular site, the RD-
30 zoning would allow approximately 20 dwelling units, which could accommodate up to 
approximately 40 residents.  The Residential Zoning Districts, in general, are intended to 
provide adequate space for residential development in appropriate locations so that the housing 
needs of the present and expected future population of the city are met  with due allowance for 
the need for a choice of sites. This residential district (RD-30), like other high density residential 
districts, also provides additional living opportunities for people who have varying needs and are 
from various income levels (e.g., residential care facilities, assisted living facilities, congregate 
care facilities).  
 
The proposed residential care facility at 10087 Terra Loma Drive fits within the RD-30 Zoning 
District because it is a high-density residential development. Even though it will be a temporary 
residence for the patients of the facility, the facility itself fits within the high-density development. 
The facility falls under residential care or assisted living facility because of the services the 
American Health Services facility provides such as boarding and counseling to clients with 
chemical and/or alcohol addiction.  
 

 
  

Project Site 
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Figure 3 – Zoning Map 

 
 

Figure 4 – Photo from front yard looking North  

 
 

Project Site 
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Figure 5 – Photo from rear yard looking west 

 
 

Figure 6 – Photo of Rear Yard Looking South 
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Figure 7 – Photo from Kitchen area 

 
 
 

Figure 8 – Photo of living room 
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Figure 9 – Photo from typical bedroom 

 
 

 
APPROVAL FINDINGS 
 
The required findings for approval of the Conditional Use Permit (CUP) are outlined in Zoning 
Code section 23.134.030. The City Council may approve or approve with conditions an 
application for a Conditional Use Permit after finding all of the following. If the City Council does 
not make all of these findings, the Council shall deny the conditional use permit. 
 

A) The site size, dimensions, location, topography, and access are adequate for the needs 
of the proposed use, considering the proposed building mass, parking, traffic, noise, 
vibration, exhaust/ emissions, light, glare, erosion, odor, dust, visibility, safety, and 
aesthetic considerations. 

 
Evidence: The current proposal is for a CUP to allow a large residential care home within an 
existing 10-bedroom home with full-time staff. The project site is located within an RD-30 zone, 
which allows for up to 30 dwelling units per acre.  The proposed use would not include any 
physical changes and/or expansion that would impact the built facilities or increase unwanted 
impacts on traffic, noise, vibration, exhaust/emissions, light, glare, erosion, odor, dust, visibility, 
safety, and aesthetic considerations. Based on the zoning designation and the size of the 
building and parcel, the size, dimensions, location, topography and access are adequate for the 
needs of the proposed use. 
 

B) The negative impacts of the proposed use on adjacent properties and on the public can 
be mitigated through application of other code standards or other reasonable conditions 
of approval. 
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Evidence: The proposed 10-bedroom large residential care home has been reviewed by all City 
departments for its consistency with all local guidelines.  The proposed 20-client large 
residential care home is surrounded by similar high density residential uses and the project has 
been conditioned to adhere to all applicable local development standards to improve the site as 
well as additional conditions that further reduce the potential for conflicts with and impacts upon 
the neighborhood.  The site has adequate space for parking to accommodate the use and is 
zoned for up to 30 units per acre. 
 

C) All required public facilities have adequate capacity to serve the proposal. 
 

Evidence: The application for the large residential care home does not propose substantial 
interior or exterior changes that would significantly change the existing 10-bedroom house. Any 
minor improvement (paint, sidings, and interior work) would need to be reviewed by the City for 
determination of building and design review consistency. The project site currently has access 
to all public utilities, streets, and City services and has been conditioned to seek building and 
fire department approval prior to occupancy. The required public facilities have adequate 
capacity to serve the proposed use of the existing home and site. 

 
D) The project meets the requirements of the zoning code including development 

standards, design guidelines, and special use provisions. 
 
Evidence: There are no physical improvements or changes proposed within this application. Any 
proposed changes related to the facility’s operations would require review by the City 
departments. The facility is proposing to occupy a vacant 10-bedroom home and improve the 
site to meet current zoning and design standards. 
 

E)  If structures and site plans are considered nonconforming, the elements of a project that 
are nonconforming have been brought into compliance with the zoning code, where 
feasible. [Ord. 12-2011 § 3 (Exh. A); Ord. 27-2008 § 1 (Exh. A § 1.12.030)]. 

 
Evidence: The proposed large residential care home would be located in an existing 10-
bedroom home built in 1938 which was vacant prior to this proposed use and does not appear 
to have any active nonconforming issues outside of unpaved parking and outdated fence 
material. A previous residential care facility had occupied the site for many years, however staff 
was unable to find information pertaining to the legality of the facility that was in operation prior 
to the City’s incorporation. Approval of the proposed CUP for a large residential care home 
would legalize the facility and the project has been conditioned to improve the site’s parking, 
adequate screening, and any other structural items within review of a subsequent building and 
fire review.   
 

FISCAL ANALYSIS OF PROJECT 
 
The City anticipates the fiscal impact to be slightly positive due to additional revenues collected 
from taxes generated by the facility, increase in general sale of goods purchased by the facility 
staff, and a slight increase in employee growth due to facility permanent staffing and 
construction activity should it be required prior to occupancy.    
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
 
The project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Section 
15301 (Existing Facilities). A description of the evidence for the exemption is found in the 
findings included in Attachment 1.   
 

CONCLUSION 
 
The large residential care home is consistent with all residential zoning standards and similar in 
size and density to the adjacent residential uses in the project’s vicinity. The facility would be 
providing a new health service to the residents of the City while bringing a vacant home up to 
code. 
 
The applicant has agreed to conditions that clarify the operation beyond the initial project 
narrative. These items include: 
 

• Condition #17:  AHS agrees that for the first four (4) months of operation of the Terra 
Loma Residential Care Facility the total patients at the facility shall not exceed ten (10) 
patients at any given time and that AHS will consult with the City prior to increasing to 
greater than ten (10) patients at any given time.  This consultation will be in the form of a 
written request from AHS that the City will review within five (5) working days. 
 

• Condition #18:  AHS agrees that if, in any twelve month period there are more than three 
(3) calls for Police Services to the Residential Care Facility that the total patients at the 
facility shall be reduced to no more than twelve (12) patients for either a period of six (6) 
months or until measures have been implemented to the City’s satisfaction that law 
enforcement issues have been resolved and the City approves returning to the 
previously approved twenty (20) concurrent patients.  Calls triggering a patient reduction 
would be limited to calls related to clients of AHS.  Calls by AHS reporting illegal or 
criminal activity not related to AHS clients would not trigger the reduction in patients 
identified herein. 

 

• Condition #19:  AHS patients at the Terra Loma Residential Care Facility will spend their 
time either within the facility or in the rear yard/fully enclosed fenced portion of the 
property. The patients will not congregate in front of the structure or on the Terra Loma 
street frontage. 

 

• Condition #23:   AHS will conduct criminal background checks of patients and AHS will 
not accept patients with criminal histories related to violence, sexually related activities 
or arson. 

 

• Condition #24:   A uniformed security guard, shall be on duty during all hours of 
operation of the Folsom Boulevard Clinic.  The security guard shall patrol the area 
between the Folsom Boulevard Clinic, properties adjacent to the Clinic on Folsom 
Boulevard, and the Terra Loma Residential Care Facility, including sidewalk areas.  
Such guards shall have appropriate training and background verification through a 
service such as Lexus/Nexus. 
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• Condition #25:   AHS shall maintain security systems within both the Residential Care 
Facility and the Folsom Boulevard Clinic that shall include panic buttons within the 
facilities and day and night video cameras that monitor the sites of each facility.  
 

• Condition #26:   AHS shall enforce a no loitering policy at its Folsom Boulevard Medical 
Clinic and shall post signage and provide written information to inform its patients that 
congregation and loitering at the Clinic, at adjacent properties, and area sidewalks is in 
violation of Clinic policies. 

 

• Condition #27:  AHS agrees that classical music shall be played over speakers outside 
of the Folsom Boulevard Clinic during all hours of operation of the Clinic. 

 

• Condition #28:  AHS will work with the City to identify and implement strategies to 
reduce illegal pedestrian traffic from Terra Loma, across private property, to Folsom 
Boulevard.  Remedies to this issue may include construction of a vandal-proof barrier if 
determined necessary by the City. 

 

RECOMMENDED MOTION 
 
Move the City Council adopt Resolution 104-2014 to approve the Conditional Use Permit based 
on the proposal meeting all of the approval findings. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 

1. Resolution 104-2014, including the Project Plans (Exhibit A) and the Conditions of 
Approval (Exhibit B). 

2. 500’ Mailing List and Labels. 
3. Staff notes from community meeting hosted by residents on August 4, 2014. 
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CITY OF RANCHO CORDOVA 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 104-2014 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RANCHO CORDOVA 

APPROVING A REQUEST FOR A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT  

FROM THE CITY OF RANCHO CORDOVA FOR  

THE AMERICAN HEALTH SERVICES’ LARGE RESIDENTIAL CARE HOME 

PROJECT #DD8495 

 

WHEREAS, On June 20, 2014, American Health Services (hereinafter referred to as 
Applicant) filed an application with the City of Rancho Cordova for Conditional Use Permit 
(CUP) to establish a large residential care home that would provide treatment for alcohol and 
substance dependency within an existing 10-bedroom house for up to twenty clients, located at 
10087 Terra Loma Drive, Assessor’s Parcel Number 075-0033-002-0000; and 
 

WHEREAS, on August 4, 2014 a neighborhood meeting was held by area residents to 
discuss the project; and  

 
WHEREAS, on August 18, 2014, the City Council of the City of Rancho Cordova 

conducted a properly noticed public hearing and, after determining that more information was 
necessary to complete the project review, continued the item to a date undetermined; and  

 
WHEREAS, on the 15th of December, 2014, the City Council of the City of Rancho 

Cordova conducted a properly noticed public hearing pursuant to Government Code section 
65090 and duly considered all written and verbal testimony presented during the hearing.   

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF RANCHO CORDOVA does authorize and adopt Resolution No. 104-2014 to approve a 
Conditional Use Permit for the American Health Services’ large residential care home at 10087 
Terra Loma Drive, Project No. DD8495, subject to the attached Project Description and Plans 
(Exhibit A) and Conditions of Approval (Exhibit B), based on the following findings:   
 
1. The project site was adequately analyzed according to the California Environmental Quality 

Act (CEQA) Guidelines and found to be categorically exempt under Section 15301 (Existing 
Facilities) of the CEQA Guidelines, in that the proposed use does not have the potential for 
causing significant effects on the environment. 

 
2. Conditional Use Permit: Rancho Cordova Zoning Code section 23.134.030 states that the 

City Council must make the required findings to approve the Conditional Use Permit (CUP).  
The required findings, and evidence to support them, are as follows: 

 
a) Finding:  The site size, dimensions, location, topography, and access are adequate 

for the needs of the proposed use, considering the proposed building mass, parking, 
traffic, noise, vibration, exhaust/ emissions, light, glare, erosion, odor, dust, visibility, 
safety, and aesthetic considerations.   
 
Evidence: The current proposal is for a CUP to allow a large residential care home 
within an existing 10-bedroom home with full-time staff. The project site is located 
within an RD-30 zone, which allows for up to 30 dwelling units per acre.  The 
proposed use would not include any physical changes and/or expansion that would 
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impact the built facilities or increase unwanted impacts on traffic, noise, vibration, 
exhaust/emissions, light, glare, erosion, odor, dust, visibility, safety, and aesthetic 
considerations. Based on the zoning designation and the size of the building and 
parcel, the size, dimensions, location, topography and access are adequate for the 
needs of the proposed use. 

 
b) Finding:  The negative impacts of the proposed use on adjacent properties and on 

the public can be mitigated through application of other code standards or other 
reasonable conditions of approval.   
 
Evidence: The proposed 10-bedroom large residential care home has been reviewed 
by all City departments for its consistency with all local guidelines.  The proposed 20-
client large residential care home is surrounded by similar high density residential 
uses and the project has been conditioned to adhere to all applicable local 
development standards to improve the site as well as additional conditions that 

further reduce the potential for conflicts with and impacts upon the neighborhood.  

The site has adequate space for parking to accommodate the use and is zoned for 
up to 30 units per acre. 

 
c) Finding:  All required public facilities have adequate capacity to serve the proposal.   

 
Evidence: The application for the large residential care home does not propose 
substantial interior or exterior changes that would significantly change the existing 
10-bedroom house. Any minor improvement (paint, sidings, and interior work) would 
need to be reviewed by the City for determination of building and design review 
consistency. The project site currently has access to all public utilities, streets, and 
City services and has been conditioned to seek building and fire department 
approval prior to occupancy. The required public facilities have adequate capacity to 
serve the proposed use of the existing home and site. 

 
d) Finding:  The project meets the requirements of the zoning code including 

development standards, design guidelines, and special use provisions.   
 
Evidence: There are no physical improvements or changes proposed within this 
application. Any proposed changes related to the facility’s operations would require 
review by the City departments. The facility is proposing to occupy a vacant 10-
bedroom home and improve the site to meet current zoning and design standards.  

 
e) Finding:  If structures and site plans are considered nonconforming, the elements of 

a project that are nonconforming have been brought into compliance with the zoning 
code, where feasible.  
 
Evidence: The proposed large residential care home would be located in an existing 
10-bedroom home built in 1938 which was vacant prior to this proposed use and 
does not appear to have any active nonconforming issues outside of unpaved 
parking and outdated fence material. A previous residential care facility had occupied 
the site for many years, however staff was unable to find information pertaining to the 
legality of the facility that was in operation prior to the City’s incorporation. Approval 
of the proposed CUP for a large residential care home would legalize the facility and 
the project has been conditioned to improve the site’s parking, adequate screening, 
and any other structural items within review of a subsequent building and fire review.   
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 PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Rancho Cordova on the 
_____   day of____________________, 2014 by the following vote: 
 
AYES:   
 

NOES:   
 

ABSENT:  
 

ABSTAIN:  
 
 

 ____________________________ 
 Robert J. McGarvey, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
      

Mindy Cuppy, MMC, City Clerk 
 

2313172.1  
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American Health Services 
26460 Summit Circle 

Santa Clarita ǀ California ǀ91305 
661-254-6630 TEL 

661-254-6644 FAX 

 

 

 

 

 

Terra Loma Residential Detox 

Program Narrative 

 

TLRD is a structured, 24-hour, non-institutional, non-medical and social model Residential 
Detoxification Treatment Program that relies on supportive services to ease the passage through 

withdrawal.  

Detoxification services are designed to support and assist residents in the alcohol and/or drug 
withdrawal process and to explore plans for continued service. In addition to detoxification 

services, TLRD provides residential rehabilitation services.  

Our program includes up to 20 resident beds with 2 to 3 resident per room, for residents who need 

to detoxify from alcohol and/or drugs. We provide support and treatment services as residents 
strive to restore, maintain and apply interpersonal and independent living skills and access 

community support systems during the initial phase of the recovery process. 

 

While at Terra Loma Residential Detox our clients will adhere to the guidelines as follows:  

 

 AHS patients at the Terra Loma Residential Detox facility will spend their time either 
within the facility or in the rear yard/fence portion of the property. The patients will 

not congregate in front of the structure or on the Terra Loma street frontage.  
 

 AHS patients will not be allowed to leave the facility unattended at anytime during 
their stay. While patients may voluntarily leave the facility, by doing so they will forfeit 

the right to return to the facility. 
 

 AHS will provide a 15 day detox program at Terra Loma Residential Detox facility. 
Patients will typically only stay for 15 days at the facility, with the exception that in 

limited cases patients may stay several additional days while an alternate residential 
care facility is identified. 

 
 AHS will not accept patients with known criminal histories related to violence, sexually 

related activities or arson. 
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Timing/ 

Implementation 

 
Enforcement/ 

Monitoring 

 
Verification 
(date and 
Signature) 

 
1. The project shall be constructed in substantial compliance with the 

Project Description and Project Plans (Exhibit A) and these 
Conditions of Approval (Exhibit B). The project is located at 10087 
Terra Loma Drive, (Assessor’s Parcel Number: 0075-0033-002-0000) 
 

On-Going Planning 
 

 

2. The applicant shall hold harmless the City, its Council Members, 
officers, agents, employees, and representatives from liability for any 
award, damages, costs and fees incurred by the City and/or awarded 
to any plaintiff in an action challenging the validity of this permit or 
any environmental or other documentation related to approval of this 
permit.  Applicant further agrees to provide a defense for the City in 
any such action. 
 

On-Going Planning  

3. Applicant shall not carry a negative account balance with the City for 
the processing of the project. If a negative account balance occurs, it 
will be the developer's responsibility to pay the balance due, in order 
to avoid delays in the processing of future permits or recordation of 
maps. Please email the Finance Department at 
billings@cityofranchocordova.org  or the status of your account with 
the City. 
 

On-Going Finance  

4. Applicant shall be responsible for all damage to City streets 
associated with construction of the project and shall repair any 
damage as soon as possible. 
 

On-Going Public Works  

5. This action does not relieve the applicant of the obligation to comply 
with all ordinances, statutes, regulations, and procedures. Applicant 
shall keep all required local, state, and federal licenses in good 
standing.  Applicant shall comply with all local, state, and federal 
regulations and laws applicable to this use. 
 

On-Going Planning  
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6. The permit holder is hereby notified that failure to comply with any 
one of these conditions may result in the revocation of this permit, 
pursuant to the City of Rancho Cordova Zoning Code. 
 

On-Going Planning  

7. The large residential care home hours of operation are stated to be 
24-hours a day, 7 days a week, with services limited to maximum of 
20-beds for 20 clients. Any alteration of the approved site plan or 
project description must be presented to the planning department for 
review by the Planning Director.  
 

On-Going Planning  

8. Applicant shall operate in a manner consistent with its business 
practice to not allow clients with a history of criminal convictions for 
sexual offenses, arson, or violent acts. 

On-Going Planning  

9. Emergency contact list for the care home must be submitted to the 
planning department prior to operation of the large residential care 
home. This is to contact the facility should the City need to contact 
the facility.  

On-Going Planning  

10. Should any formal complaints be submitted in regards to the impacts 
of this facility, the operation will be reevaluated by the Planning 
Department.  

On-Going Planning  

11. In accordance with zoning code section 23.719 “Parking and Loading” 
the facility will require a minimum of five parking stalls on paved and 
stripped parking surface. All parking improvements must be reviewed 
and approved by the planning and building department prior to 
operation of the large care facility.   

Prior to issuance 
of building 

permits 

Planning/Building  

12. Applicant shall apply for an encroachment permit from the Public 
Works Department for the replacement of damaged sidewalk along 
property frontage to the satisfaction of The Public Works Department. 
Please contact the Public Works Department at (916) 851-8713 to 
arrange for a site meeting and markout of damaged sidewalk. 
Sidewalk panels shall be replaced to the nearest joint prior to 
occupancy. 

Prior to issuance 
of building 

permits 

Public Works  

13. The project will require fire inspection and construction plan review 
and approval prior to occupancy.  For further questions please 
contact Amy Nygren; Fire Inspector II- Metro Fire at 916-851-8934  

Prior to 
Occupancy 

Sacramento 
Metropolitan Fire 

District 

 
 
 
 

419

A
G

E
N

D
A

 IT
E

M
 12.1



DRAFT Conditions of Approval      EXHIBIT B 

City Council - DRAFT 3 of 5 American Health Services (AHS) 
December 15, 2014  Conditional Use Permit 

14. The project shall be inspected by the City, building permits shall be 
secured as determined necessary and any building code violations 
shall be remedied. 

Prior to 
Occupancy 

Building  

15. The use of the property shall not constitute a nuisance. The property 
shall not be operated in a manner that adversely affects neighboring 
uses and the public welfare. 

On-Going Police, Fire, Code 
Enforcement 

 

16. All nonconforming structures and active building violations shall be 
brought up to current standards. This includes all utilities (water, 
sewer, electric) as well as past work completed without the proper 
building permit approval.   

Prior to 
Occupancy 

Public Works, 
Building, Planning 

 

17. AHS agrees that for the first four (4) months of operation of the Terra 
Loma Residential Care Facility the total patients at the facility shall 
not exceed ten (10) patients at any given time and that AHS will 
consult with the City prior to increasing to greater than ten (10) 
patients at any given time.  This consultation will be in the form of a 
written request from AHS that the City will review within five (5) 
working days.  

On-Going Police, Planning, 
Code 

Enforcement 

 

18. AHS Agree that if, in any twelve month period there are more than 
three (3) calls for Police Services to the Residential Care Facility that 
the total patients at the facility shall be reduced to no more than 
twelve (12) patients for either a period of six (6) months or until 
measures have been implemented to the City’s satisfaction that law 
enforcement issues have been resolved and the City approves 
returning to the previously approved twenty (20) concurrent patients.  
Calls triggering a patient reduction would be limited to calls related to 
clients of AHS.  Calls by AHS reporting illegal or criminal activity not 
related to AHS clients would not trigger the reduction in patients 
identified herein.  

On-Going Police, Planning, 
Code 

Enforcement 

 

420

A
G

E
N

D
A

 IT
E

M
 12.1



DRAFT Conditions of Approval      EXHIBIT B 

City Council - DRAFT 4 of 5 American Health Services (AHS) 
December 15, 2014  Conditional Use Permit 

19. AHS patients at the Terra Loma Residential Care Facility will spend 
their time either within the facility or in the rear yard/fully enclosed 
fenced portion of the property. The patients will not congregate in 
front of the structure or on the Terra Loma street frontage. 

On-Going Police, Planning, 
Code 

Enforcement 

 

20. AHS patients will not will not be park, store or have their private 
vehicles on-site at the Terra Loma facility.  

On-Going Police, Planning, 
Code 

Enforcement 

 

21. AHS patients at the Residential Care Facility will not be allowed to 
leave the facility unattended at any time during their stay. While 
patients may voluntarily leave the facility, by doing so they will forfeit 
the right to return to the facility. 

On-Going Police, Planning, 
Code 

Enforcement 

 

22. AHS will generally provide a 15 day detox program at Terra Loma 
Residential Care Facility. Patients will typically only stay for 15 days 
at the facility, with the exception that, in limited cases, patients may 
stay several additional days while an alternate residential care facility 
is identified.  Length of stay may also be extended based on patient 
requirements. 

On-Going Police, Planning, 
Code 

Enforcement 

 

23. AHS will conduct criminal background checks of patients and AHS 
will not accept patients with criminal histories related to violence, 
sexually related activities or arson.  

On-Going Police, Planning, 
Code 

Enforcement 

 

24. A uniformed security guard shall be on duty during all hours of 
operation of the Folsom Boulevard Clinic.  The security guard shall 
patrol the area between the Folsom Boulevard Clinic, properties 
adjacent to the Clinic on Folsom Boulevard, and the Terra Loma 
Residential Care Facility, including sidewalk areas. Such guards shall 
have appropriate training and background verification through a 
service such as Lexus/Nexus. 

On-Going Police, Planning, 
Code 

Enforcement 

 

25. AHS shall maintain security systems within both the Residential Care 
Facility and the Folsom Boulevard Clinic that shall include panic 
buttons within the facilities and day and night video cameras that 
monitor the sites of each facility. 

On-Going Police, Planning, 
Code 

Enforcement 
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DRAFT Conditions of Approval      EXHIBIT B 

City Council - DRAFT 5 of 5 American Health Services (AHS) 
December 15, 2014  Conditional Use Permit 

26. AHS shall enforce a no loitering policy at its Folsom Boulevard 
Medical Clinic and shall post signage and provide written information 
to inform its patients that congregation and loitering at the Clinic, at 
adjacent properties, and area sidewalks is in violation of Clinic 
policies. 

On-Going Police, Planning, 
Code 

Enforcement 

 

27. AHS agrees that classical music shall be played over speakers 
outside of the Folsom Boulevard Clinic during all hours of operation of 
the Clinic. 

On-Going Police, Planning, 
Code 

Enforcement 

 

28. AHS will work with the City to identify and implement strategies to 
reduce illegal pedestrian traffic from Terra Loma, across private 
property, to Folsom Boulevard.  Remedies to this issue may include 
construction of a vandal-proof barrier if determined necessary by the 
City. 

On-Going Police, Planning, 
Code 

Enforcement 

 

29. AHS will conduct outreach to residents surrounding the Terra Loma 
facility that will include: 
               A.  Notification by mail of residents within one (1) mile of the 
facility prior to commencement of patient operations, with descriptions 
of operations included in such notice. 
               B.  Offer and conduct educational meetings with interested 
residents within one (1) month of commencing patient services at the 
facility and again prior to expanding patient population above twelve 
(12) patients. 
               C.  Periodically meet with a citizen’s committee to be formed 
by residents from neighborhoods generally surrounding the Terra 
Loma facility. 

On-Going Planning  

 
2312933.1  
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ATTACHMENT 3 

 

Terra Loma neighborhood meeting Monday August 4, 2014; hosted by residents at Cordova 

Meadows Elementary School 

 

Presentation from Staff (Paul Junker and Katherine “Kate” Cook) 

• American Health Services (AHS) proposes two different uses for two different buildings.  

Medical clinic (methadone dispensary and other medical services) on Folsom Boulevard 

and residential care facility (15 day detox program) on Terra Loma. 

o Clinic is allowed by right as a medical office – City has no authority to deny right 

to operate this use. 

o Residential care facility is a by right use for up to 6 patients.  More than 6 

patients requires City approval of a Conditional Use Permit (CUP).  City must 

make very specific findings to either approve or deny the CUP. 

• City staff discussed the discretionary review process for a CUP for the proposed large 

residential care home. 

• Staff discussed the special restriction placed upon City authority for these projects – 

people suffering from addition that are actively seeking treatment are considered 

individuals with a disability.  Therefore, this use receives various protections under the 

Americans with Disabilities Act and the Fair Housing Act.  

o These Federal laws substantially limit how the City may review and take action 

on the AHS projects, and require the City to make accommodations to allow this 

population equal access to housing. 

 

Presentation from AHS staff (Rebecca Lira) 

• Rebecca Lira, director for American Health Services (project applicant) described the 

proposed use and responded to questions from residents. 

• AHS has 24 clinics in California and in other states. The clinic on Folsom Blvd. offers 

mental health services and narcotic replacement therapy and is open from 6 a.m. to 

2:30 p.m. 

• AHS is asking for 20-bed residential care facility but only anticipates 18 total patients at 

any given time.  

• Patients would be closely monitored and controlled: 

o Bed check every 30 minutes for the first 24-hours 

o Bed check every 1 hour after that till 7 days 

o Patient agree not to leave facility without supervision during their 15 day stay  

o Patients may not have visitors and may not have cell phones or vehicles  

o Patients will be required to be inside the facility building or in the property’s 

fenced yard – will not be “hanging out” at front of property. 

• AHS proposed staff for the residential care facility:  

o Staffed with three counselors. 

o Facility will have full time chef and various housekeeping staff. 

o Day and night managers. 
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• Operational guidelines: 

o Patients will only be at facility for 15 days – facility focuses on detox phase of 

recovery. 

o Structured program of group and individual therapy. 

o After 15 days patients are referred to a longer term treatment program or 

residential facility. 

o Facility will not have on-site security – staff will manage issues and would 

contact law enforcement or emergency medical services if needed. 

o Facility will control patient medications through a “prescription lock down” 

process – patients are supervised when the take prescription meds. 

o Facility cannot, by State law, provide medical services. 

• Patient guidelines: 

o Patients are at facility voluntarily – payment for services is either through 

insurance or paid by patient/patient’s family. 

o Price for patient care will be approximately $250 to $300 per day.  

o Clinic will not accept patients with a history of criminal offenses related to 

violence, sex or arson.   

 

Comments/Questions from Audience:  

• Comment: If the client walks out of the facility, if anything was to happen would it be a 

care home issue or polices issue?  

o Applicant: AHS will not forcibly detain a patient – they may leave at their 

discretion.  AHS would inform the clients emergency contact if a patient leaves. 

Technically it would be a police issue should the client begin to conduct illegal 

activities after leaving the care home. If they leave the facility they are out of the 

program. 

• Comment: What happens to sick clients during detox? 

o Applicant: AHS is not allowed to have medical services onsite. 911 would have to 

be called in the event someone became ill during treatment.  

• Comment: What is the mission statement of AHS and this use?   

o Applicant: Just detoxification services. The care home is one part of the overall 

addiction recovery program.    

• Comment: What is your success rate? 

o Applicant: Applicant was not able to respond directly to this question – 

assumption is success rate refers to patients that go through the recovery 

program and do not resume drug or alcohol use – applicant commented that 

“relapse is part of recovery.” 

• Comment: Why this neighborhood and not an industrial area? Why residential?   

o Applicant: looked at the fact that the light rail was close and they wanted to be 

close to the medical facility.  Comments provided that these facilities do not 

belong in an industrial area, they belong in a residential neighborhood close to 

where patients live. 
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• Comment: What have the applicants done to ensure the clinic and residential care 

facility won’t impact nearby stores, restaurants or other services?  

o Applicant: Patients are not allowed to leave residential facility, and so should not 

affect local businesses.  For the clinic, hope is that this use will help revitalize the 

site – AHS is making substantial improvements at both properties that will 

improve their appearance.   

• Comment: AHS was aggressive is seeking letters of support from local businesses, in 

some cases returning several times asking for support and pre-writing support letters 

for business owners.  

o Applicant: AHS was proactive to seeking support. Most businesses willing to 

support a clinic want AHS to write a draft letter.  Handing our completed forms 

helps them to obtain the support signatures in a timely manner.  

• Comment: It seems the bigger issue with loitering at the medical center – how will you 

control this? 

o Applicant: State law requires us to control the loitering. We must have staff 

there making sure clients not staying in the area. Acknowledged that while AHS 

may control loitering on its property, will not control loitering at nearby 

properties or at the Light Rail Station. 

• Comment: Given your lack of experience with residential care facilities, why so many 

patients initially? Why not start with six and build experience?  

o Applicant: We feel we can treat and support the 18 patients at this facility.  

Within this industry, 18 to 20 patients is not a large facility. 

• Comment: Is counseling required with meds? What about the addiction of other meds? 

The methadone studies shows less than 10% success rate.  

o Applicant: Yes, counseling is required with methadone treatment and there will 

be other meds depending on recommendation of physician.    

• Comment: Big concern about the amount of crime around the light rail station and 

having more people access through the site.  

o Applicant: Light rail access should not be the biggest issue since most of the 

clients will be dropped off by friends and family. The medical clinic may have 

some clients access the site by rail however most will probably drive since they 

will have adequate parking.  

• Comment: How do you handle residents who get violent? 

o Applicant: AHS will not accept patients with a history of violence and violence at 

the facility will not be tolerated.  

• Comment: Who assigns patients to the facility? Courts?  

o Applicant: Could be directed by courts, however this is an at-will facility.  

• Comment: what do you charge? 

o Applicant: $300 dollars a day. Expensive facilities charge as much as $50,000 to 

$70,000 for 30 day treatment programs 

• Comment: Would like addresses of other AHS treatment facilities to see how it went. 

Also what is your history of philanthropic activity?  

o Applicant: Will provide those upon request after the meeting.  
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• Comment: Main concern was the history of existing troubles on West La Loma. Are they 

going to have more problems with these new uses? 

o Applicant: Studies have shown that opening addiction-related clinics has positive 

effects on reducing overall crime in areas around the clinic. 

• Comment: Is the 15 day program long enough to assist?  

o Applicant: The facility is a detox center, and after patients finish detox they 

would then find another program to enter if they chose to continue seeking help. 

• Comment: Concerned that residents would be responsible to “police” the patients if 

they leave.  Concerned the patients would wander into neighborhoods as they have 

seen from other residential facilities. 

o Applicant: Patients are not free to come and go from facility – if they leave the 

facility unescorted then they could not reenter. No details were provided about 

police calls once patients have left.  

• Comment: Do you have a success rate for your residential program?  

o Applicant:  This is AHS’s first residential detox facility, so they don’t have any 

stats on program success. 

• Comment: Did the applicant consider asking the daycare next door or the surrounding 

businesses?  

o Applicant:  They did and they received a few supporting letters from surrounding 

businesses.  One of the businesses next door offered to provide parking 

assistance. 

• Comment: Several residents said the number of rooms and number of beds they’ve 

explained don’t add up. 

o Applicant:  Described a combination of mostly 2 patients per bedroom and 3 

patients in one bedroom.  Note: this tallied 17 patients rather than the described 

18 patients. 

• Applicant:  Asked residents several times to join their Advisory Board for the residential 

facility. Also shared that residents could email, call or visit the facilities if they have any 

questions or concerns. 

 

Closing comments from Residents: 

• Believe the site location was chosen because of low real estate cost. 

• Impacts at the light rail station are a concern. 

• History of that area has high calls for narcotic issues – concern this use will add to 

problems. 

• The residents in the area suffering from drug addiction wouldn’t be the patients – this 

facility will be too expensive for most local residents. 

• Concern over no security at either facility. 

• Should contact their other facilities to find out what issues they’ve encountered related 

to clinics and residential care facilities. 

• Concern that AHS has not provided any statistics for their own programs. 

• What has AHS provided to other communities they’ve been part of?  Do they support 

and fund any projects in other communities? 
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American Health Services (AHS) 

Large Residential Care Facility 

Conditional Use Permit

Rancho Cordova City Council

Paul Junker, Planning Director 

December 15, 2014
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Requested Approvals

• Applicant is seeking to establish a new 

10-bedroom residential care facility for 

a maximum of 20-patients.

• Actions Include:

–Conditional Use Permit 
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Context Map

Project Site
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Project Site 
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Background
• The facility will be within an existing 9,000 square foot, two-

story house built in 1938. The lot is 29,000 square feet as the      

site is zoned RD-30 (30 dwelling units per acre maximum).

• On June 20, 2014 a representative for American Health Services 

(AHS) submitted an application to establish a large residential     

care home at 10087 Terra Loma Drive. care home at 10087 Terra Loma Drive. 

• A neighborhood meeting was held on August 4th 2014 hosted by 

residents at Cordova Meadows Elementary School. A copy of the 

meetings notes were included with the staff report. 

• This items was scheduled for the August 18th City Council;            

however it was continued to a date undetermined.  
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Current Proposal 
• The large residential care home hours of operation are stated to 

be 24-hours a day, 7 days a week, with services limited to a        

maximum of 20-beds for 20 clients. 

• AHS agrees that

– For the first four (4) months of operation of the Terra Loma R

esidential Care Facility the total patients at the facility shall nesidential Care Facility the total patients at the facility shall n

ot exceed ten (10) patients at any given time: and 

– that AHS will consult with the City prior to increasing to great

er than ten (10) patients at any given time.  This consultation 

will be in the form of a written request from AHS that the 

City will review within five (5) working days.
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Current Proposal 
• AHS Agree that if

– in any twelve month period there are more than three (3) call

s for Police Services to the Residential Care Facility that the to

tal patients at the facility shall be reduced to no more than t

welve (12) patients for either a period of six (6) months or un

til measures have been implemented to the City’s satisfaction 

that law enforcement issues have been resolved and the City that law enforcement issues have been resolved and the City 

approves returning to the previously approved twenty (20) co

ncurrent patients.  

– Calls triggering a patient reduction would be limited to calls r

elated to clients of AHS.  Calls by AHS reporting illegal or crim

inal activity not related to AHS clients would not trigger the r

eduction in patients identified herein.
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Site Photos (existing)

Photo from front yard looking North

Photo from rear yard looking West

Photo of Rear Yard at facing East 440
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Site Photos (existing)

Photo from Kitchen area

Photo from typical bedroom

Photo from Kitchen area

Photo of living room
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Key Conditions of Approval (COA)
• COA #8: Applicant shall operate in a manner 

consistent with its business practice to not allow 

clients with a history of criminal convictions for 

sexual offenses, arson, or violent acts.

• COA #22: AHS will conduct criminal background 

checks of patients and AHS will not accept patients checks of patients and AHS will not accept patients 

with criminal histories related to violence, sexually 

related activities or arson. 
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Key Conditions of Approval (COA)
• COA #19: AHS patients at the Terra Loma Residential 

Care Facility will spend their time either within the 

facility or in the rear yard/fully enclosed fenced 

portion of the property. The patients will not 

congregate in front of the structure or on the Terra 

Loma street frontage.Loma street frontage.

• COA #20: AHS patients at the Residential Care Facility 

will not be allowed to leave the facility unattended at 

any time during their stay. While patients may 

voluntarily leave the facility, by doing so they will 

forfeit the right to return to the facility.
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Key Conditions of Approval (COA)
• COA #23: A uniformed security guard shall be on 

duty during all hours of operation of the Folsom 

Boulevard Clinic.  The security guard shall patrol the 

area between the Folsom Boulevard Clinic, 

properties adjacent to the Clinic on Folsom 

Boulevard, and the Terra Loma Residential Care Boulevard, and the Terra Loma Residential Care 

Facility, including sidewalk areas. 

• COA #24: AHS shall maintain security systems within 

both the Residential Care Facility and the Folsom 

Boulevard Clinic (i.e. panic buttons, day and night 

video cameras that monitor the sites).
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Key Conditions of Approval (COA)
• COA #25: AHS shall enforce a no loitering policy at its 

Folsom Boulevard Medical Clinic and shall post 

signage and provide written information to inform its 

patients that congregation and loitering at the Clinic, 

at adjacent properties, and area sidewalks is in 

violation of Clinic policies. violation of Clinic policies. 

• COA #27: AHS will work with the City to identify and 

implement strategies to reduce illegal pedestrian 

traffic from Terra Loma, across private property, to 

Folsom Boulevard (i.e. construction of a vandal-proof 

barrier).
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CEQA Determination
• The project site was adequately analyzed according 

to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

Guidelines

• The project was found to be categorically exempt 

under Section 15301 (Existing Facilities) of the CEQA under Section 15301 (Existing Facilities) of the CEQA 

Guidelines, in that no substantial changes to the 

existing facility are proposed.
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Recommendation
Adopt Resolution 104-2014.

Adoption of this Resolution would allow the 

applicants to proceed with their proposal to 

establish a large residential care home with a establish a large residential care home with a 

maximum capacity of 20 patients, subject to 

various conditions of approval
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Questions and CommentsQuestions and Comments
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City Council Staff Report 1 of 2 Clear Channel Outdoor Digital Freeway Sign 
December 15, 2014  Conditional Use Permit and Operating Agreement 

 
 

 MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: December 15, 2014 
 

TO: Honorable Mayor and Council Members 
 

FROM: Jessica Jordan, Principal Planner 
 

SUBJECT: CLEAR CHANNEL OUTDOOR DIGITAL FREEWAY SIGN CONDITIONAL USE 

PERMIT AND OPERATING AGREEMENT; PROJECT NO. DD8480 – 

LOCATED AT 12137 FOLSOM BOULEVARD 

 

 

PROPERTY OWNER: 
John & Susan Hansen 
Mr. John Hansen 
2201 Francisco Drive 
El Dorado Hills, CA 95762 

APPLICANT/DEVELOPER: 

Clear Channel Outdoor 
Mr. Michael Wagener 
401 Slobe Avenue 
Sacramento, CA 95815 

 

PROJECT: The applicant requests a Conditional Use Permit and Operating Agreement 
for the installation of a digital freeway sign at 12137 Folsom Boulevard (APN 
069-0160-004-0000). The proposed digital freeway sign would be 60 feet in 
height and would have two digital display areas measuring 14 feet by 48 feet, 
for a sign area of 672 square feet on each side.  Decorative pole cladding 
would surround the center-mounted pole base. The ten existing redwood 
trees along Highway 50 in this location will be removed and replaced by a 
substantial hedgerow. The project also includes the removal of two existing 
traditional billboards located at 2300 Mine Shaft Lane and 2286 Sunrise 
Boulevard. 

FILE: DD8480 
LOCATION: 12137 Folsom Boulevard 
APN: 069-0160-004-0000 
PLANNER: Jessica Jordan 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 
Conduct the continued public hearing for this item, and Item 12.3 regarding the Sierra 
Outdoor/CBS Outdoor application, simultaneously. Consider the Conditional Use Permit and 
Operating Agreement request by Clear Channel Outdoor; receive comments from the public and 
project applicants; provide direction to staff as determined appropriate by the City Council; and 
continue the public hearing to a date certain. 
 
RESULT OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 

 
This continued public hearing will provide the City Council with further opportunity to discuss the 
two proposals currently seeking approval of two separate digital freeway signs to be located 
adjacent to Highway 50.  In light of the competing request by Sierra Outdoor/CBS Outdoor, staff 
is requesting direction from the City Council on this item, and to continue the public hearing so 
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City Council Staff Report 2 of 2 Clear Channel Outdoor Digital Freeway Sign 
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that staff may return with a Council Resolution reflecting the preferred direction. Holding the 
continued public hearing on this item and Sierra Outdoor/CBS Outdoor item simultaneously will 
allow staff to address all questions related to the competing applications during the hearing. The 
application does not fully adhere to the physical development standards included in the Code 
but, as allowed through an Operating Agreement, the applicant has proposed alternative 
community benefits for the Council’s consideration. The City Council may direct staff to prepare 
a Resolution to approve this item, deny this item, or otherwise alter this item as desired.  
 
Approval of the project as currently proposed would allow the Applicant to construct a new 
digital freeway sign at 12137 Folsom Boulevard, immediately adjacent to the Highway 50 
corridor. The action would also require the removal of two existing traditional billboards located 
at 2300 Mine Shaft Lane and 2286 Sunrise Boulevard. Additionally, the Operating Agreement 
would provide the City with alternative community benefits. Approval of this application would 
also very likely prevent Council from approving the competing application from Sierra 
Outdoor/CBS Outdoor, as RCMC Section 23.743.150(C)(3) requires that Council only approve a 
billboard operating agreement if it achieves community benefits equivalent to those achieved 
through strict compliance with the development standards in the code (including the requirement 
that digital billboards be located at least 2,500 feet apart). 
 
BACKGROUND 

 
The City Council conducted an initial discussion and public hearing of this item on November 
17, 2014.  During the first public hearing, staff presented the details of the project and answered 
questions as desired.  The applicant provided a presentation to the City Council as well.  No 
specific direction was given at the end of this initial meeting.  Since that time, the applicant has 
provided an additional letter for the Council’s consideration (Attachment 1).  Additionally, staff 
has prepared an exhibit indicating the location of the City’s Digital Freeway Signs Overlay area, 
existing and proposed digital freeway signs, and the approximate footprint of the future 
interchange at Rancho Cordova Parkway (Attachment 2).  Public comments received to date 
are included in Attachment 3. 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

 

1. Letter from Mr. Mark Thompson, Clear Channel Outdoor, dated December 3, 2014 

2. Aerial Exhibit with Digital Freeway Signs Overlay and Existing and Propose Sign 
Locations 

3. Public Comments 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED AS OF DECEMBER 11, 2014 
 
To Whom it may concern: 
 
It is my understanding that The Rancho Cordova City Council is considering two proposals to 
construct two separate digital freeway signs to be located adjacent to Highway 50, one from 
Clear Channel Outdoor at 12137 Folsom Boulevard and the other from Sierra Outdoor/CBS 
Outdoor at 12125 Folsom Boulevard. One of the proposals includes the removal of ten mature 
redwood trees. 
 
THESE SIGNS WOULD HAVE A HUGE NEGATIVE IMPACT ON THE NATURAL BEAUTY 
OF THIS AREA SO CLOSE TO LAKE NATOMAS AND THE PARKWAY.  
 
It is my understanding that the City of Rancho Cordova prides itself in the beauty of the 
location of the City. The City logo promotes this image. These digital signs are in direct 
conflict with that image. We should be promoting the beautification of the areas along hwy 
50 by adding trees to frame the view of the foothills and mountains. 
 
I ask that the City Council reject these proposals.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kelly Mingle 

Dear Sir/s, 
I understand there is a plan to install two bright lit billboards at the intersection of State Route 
50 and Hazel Avenue. Because this area is very close to the wildlife rich American River Park, 
these bright lit billboards most likely will cause problems of disorientation to the different wildlife 
as well as being an eyesore in the middle of this beautiful mostly unspoiled area. For these 
reasons I am completely opposed to their installation. 
 
Please reconsider the installation of these billboards 
 
G. LAMIEL 

To: Rancho Cordova City Council Members: 
 
As a close neighbor of Rancho Cordova, I know our two communities (Fair Oaks and Rancho 
Cordova) share a vision for ensuring a positive image of our areas. As you are aware, we 
worked very hard together last year to ensure the Joint Operations Center would not be built 
along the American River Parkway. Likewise, we have a common interest in the Highway 50 
corridor and its impact on the public views of our communities. 
 
With this in mind, I am urging the Rancho Cordova City Council to disapprove both applications 
for digital billboards between Sunrise and Hazel.  
 
Rancho Cordova residents are clearly interested in increasing the positive view of living in the 
city as shown in the most recent issue of City Views by two responses to your question of 
“What one thing would you change about Rancho Cordova?” 
 
Adam Ahmed, resident, said: “Its perception in the region by some that it’s an undesirable 
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place to live, work, or play. Those are very old ideas and we have come a long way in making 
the complete opposite true! I would really love to see perceptions of our city more accurately 
reflect its reality.” 
 
Mary Nesel, resident, said: “I would change the outdated and undeserved, negative reputation 
that stubbornly clings to us from the days before we became incorporated as our own city. So 
much has improved and too many have no idea how we’ve grown and improved." 
 
Additionally, you have a Citywide Goal that states “Promote the positive image of Rancho 
Cordova.” 
 
Approval of either one of these applications will go in the opposite direction and be 
unsupportive of your new logo of “A fresh take.” Rancho Cordova recently installed LEDs in its 
street lights and noted that one of the benefits was to “reduce light pollution in Rancho 
Cordova.” Approval of these applications will, of course, increase light pollution in Rancho 
Cordova, a seemingly backward step. 
 
While I recognize the lure of the added revenue, it appears that Rancho Cordova is not in such 
dire financial straits as to need to take this negative step (with a 25-50 year impact) to ensure 
fiscal soundness. Donna Silva, Rancho Cordova Finance Director, said: “The City of Rancho 
Cordova has had a balanced budget and produced an operating surplus from incorporation 
through the depths of the recession, continuing still today. Operating within our means has 
allowed us to save up a small pot of discretionary funds that the City has put away in a rainy-
day reserve and has made it possible for us to focus on important projects that make Rancho 
Cordova a better place to live.” 
 
In addition to the “visual blight” that the digital billboards would create, I have additional 
concerns about these billboards: 
 

 They are a dangerous distraction to drivers exiting the freeway at Hazel. This exit often 
has traffic backed up, with sudden starts and stops, for hundreds of yards during rush 
hour. Flashing billboards will undoubtedly lessen drivers' focus of attention on the road 
and cars ahead. 

 From dusk to dawn, they would be a cause of light pollution, whether blinking off and on 
and detracting from views of the valley or simply adding to our residents’ already 
diminishing ability to gaze at the stars and planets at night. 

 Eradicating ten mature redwood trees along the corridor in order to erect an electronic 
billboard with messages changing every 8 seconds is the wrong direction for the area. 
visual blight should be removed and more redwoods should be planted. 

 
I urge the Rancho Cordova City Council to support the joint vision and objectives of its 
neighbor communities, including Fair Oaks, and reject both of the proposals for digital 
billboards along the Highway 50 corridor. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sue O’Donnell 

Dear Mindy, 
 
I am opposed to have anymore digital signs put up on the side of highway 50. this distracts 
drivers and makes driving unsafe. 
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Kind Rgards, 
John Piff 

Please do not put up digital billboards. 
Please do not remove trees. 

Hi, 
 
I want to submit my objection to the proposal to add two new electronic billboards along the 
American River and Highway 50. My home will have direct sight of the offensive lighting, it will 
be disruptive to my personal space. I live in the Bluffs above the fish hatchery. 
 
Marcia Dravis 

Dear Ms. Mcuppy, 
 
Thank you for creating a communications path to you. I wish to add my opinion to the plan for 
more electronic billboards in our city. My wife and I are against the idea, even though it would 
add income to our city. Such billboards are unsightly and distracting, in our opinion. 
 
Sincerely, 
Lee Lundgren 
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Clear Channel Outdoor CUP and 

Operating Agreement DD8480 & 

Sierra Outdoor/CBS Outdoor CUP 

and Operating Agreement 

DD8490DD8490

Rancho Cordova City Council

Jessica Jordan, Project Planner

December 15, 2014
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Digital Freeway Signs Overlay
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Clear Channel Outdoor

• No revisions to the physical project

• No revisions to Conditional Signing Bonus 

($75,000) and Additional Landscape Monies 

($25,000)

• Revisions to Monthly Fee proposed as follows:Revisions to Monthly Fee proposed as follows:

Contract Years Annual Amount to City

1-5 $60,000

6-10 $80,000

11-25 (currently stated life of 

contract

$100,000

Total Value for 25 years $2,200,000
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Sierra Outdoor/CBS Outdoor
• No revisions to the physical project; willingness to 

move sign to achieve 1,000 foot separation from 

Clear Channel’s proposed sign

• Revised Conditional Signing Bonus ($100,000)

• Revisions to Monthly Fee proposed as follows:

Contract Years Annual Amount to City

• Dedicated “click” every 64 seconds for City PSAs

Contract Years Annual Amount to City

1 $130,000

2-25 

(optional 25 year extension not included)

$50,000

Total Value for 25 years $1,330,000
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Various Signs 

at Night

Typical Commercial Monument Sign

Existing Digital Freeway Sign

Traditional Billboard
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Requested Direction

• Staff requests that Council provide direction on 

whether it supports either or both proposed 

digital freeway signs

• Staff will return to the Council at a future 

meeting for formal action on these two 

Staff will return to the Council at a future 

meeting for formal action on these two 

applications
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 MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: December 15, 2014 
 

TO: Honorable Mayor and Council Members 
 

FROM: Jessica Jordan, Principal Planner  
 

SUBJECT: SIERRA OUTDOOR/CBS OUTDOOR DIGITAL FREEWAY SIGN 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT AND OPERATING AGREEMENT; PROJECT 

NO. DD8490 – LOCATED AT 12125 FOLSOM BOULEVARD. 

 

 

PROPERTY OWNER: 
1988 Keyes Family Limited Partnership 
Ms. Lisa Keyes 
12125 Folsom Boulevard 
Rancho Cordova, 95742 

APPLICANTS: 

Sierra Outdoor, LLC 
Mr. Patrick Gardner 
3445 American River Drive, Suite A 
Sacramento, CA 95864 
 
CBS Outdoor 
Mr. Kevin Johnson 
2050 W. Fremont Street 
Stockton, CA 95203 

 

PROJECT: The applicant is requesting a Conditional Use Permit and Operating 
Agreement for a digital freeway sign in the parking lot of the Naturwood Home 
Furnishing store, located at 12125 Folsom Boulevard (APN 069-0160-021-
0000). The proposed digital freeway sign would be 60 feet in height and would 
have two digital display areas measuring 14 feet by 48 feet, for a sign area of 
672 square feet on each side.  Decorative pole cladding will surround the pole 
base.  In addition to the new digital freeway sign, two traditional billboards will 
be removed at 11373 Folsom Boulevard and near 9847 Folsom Boulevard at 
the City’s western city limits respectively. 

FILE: DD8490 
LOCATION: 12125 Folsom Boulevard 
APN: 069-0160-021-0000 
PLANNER: Jessica Jordan 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 

Conduct the continued public hearing for this item, and Item 12.2 regarding the Clear Channel 
Outdoor application, simultaneously. Consider the Conditional Use Permit and Operating 
Agreement request by Sierra Outdoor/CBS Outdoor; receive comments from the public and 
project applicants; provide direction to staff as determined appropriate by the City Council; and 
continue the public hearing to a date certain. 
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City Council Staff Report 2 of 2 Sierra Holdings/CBS Outdoor Digital Freeway 
December 15, 2014  Sign CUP and Operating Agreement 

RESULT OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 

 
This continued public hearing will provide the City Council with further opportunity to discuss the 
two proposals currently seeking approval of two separate digital freeway signs to be located 
adjacent to Highway 50. In light of the competing request by Sierra Outdoor/CBS Outdoor, staff 
is requesting direction from the City Council on this item, and to continue the public hearing so 
that staff may return with a Council Resolution reflecting the preferred direction. Holding the 
continued public hearing on this item and Clear Channel Outdoor item simultaneously will allow 
staff to address all questions related to the competing applications during the hearing. The 
application does not fully adhere to the physical development standards included in the Code 
but, as allowed through an Operating Agreement, the applicant has proposed alternative 
community benefits for the Council’s consideration. The City Council may direct staff to prepare 
a Resolution to approve this item, deny this item, or otherwise alter this item as desired.  
 
Approval of the project as currently proposed would allow the Applicant to construct a new 
digital freeway sign in the parking lot area of Naturwood Home Furnishings at 12125 Folsom 
Boulevard. The action would also require the removal of two existing traditional billboards 
located at 11373 Folsom Boulevard and near 9847 Folsom Boulevard. Additionally, the 
Operating Agreement would provide the City with alternative community benefits. Approval of 
this application would also very likely prevent Council from approving the competing application 
from Clear Channel Outdoor, as RCMC Section 23.743.150(C)(3) requires that Council only 
approve a billboard operating agreement if it achieves community benefits equivalent to those 
achieved through strict compliance with the development standards in the code (including the 
requirement that digital billboards be located at least 2,500 feet apart). 
 
BACKGROUND 

 
The City Council conducted an initial discussion and public hearing of this item on November 
17, 2014.  During the first public hearing, staff presented the details of the project and answered 
questions as desired.  The applicant provided a presentation to the City Council as well.  No 
specific direction was given at the end of this initial meeting.  Since that time, the applicant has 
provided an additional letter for the Council’s consideration (Attachment 1).  Additionally, staff 
has prepared an exhibit indicating the location of the City’s Digital Freeway Signs Overlay area, 
existing and proposed digital freeway signs, and the approximate footprint of the future 
interchange at Rancho Cordova Parkway (Attachment 2).  Public comments received to date 
are included in Attachment 3. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 

 

1. Letter from Mr. Tim Taron on behalf of Sierra Outdoor and Outfront Media formerly CBS 
Outdoor dated December 3, 2014 

2. Aerial Exhibit with Digital Freeway Signs Overlay and Existing and Propose Sign 
Locations 

3. Public Comments 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED AS OF DECEMBER 11, 2014 
 
To Whom it may concern: 
 
It is my understanding that The Rancho Cordova City Council is considering two proposals to 
construct two separate digital freeway signs to be located adjacent to Highway 50, one from 
Clear Channel Outdoor at 12137 Folsom Boulevard and the other from Sierra Outdoor/CBS 
Outdoor at 12125 Folsom Boulevard. One of the proposals includes the removal of ten mature 
redwood trees. 
 
THESE SIGNS WOULD HAVE A HUGE NEGATIVE IMPACT ON THE NATURAL BEAUTY 
OF THIS AREA SO CLOSE TO LAKE NATOMAS AND THE PARKWAY.  
 
It is my understanding that the City of Rancho Cordova prides itself in the beauty of the 
location of the City. The City logo promotes this image. These digital signs are in direct 
conflict with that image. We should be promoting the beautification of the areas along hwy 
50 by adding trees to frame the view of the foothills and mountains. 
 
I ask that the City Council reject these proposals.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kelly Mingle 

Dear Sir/s, 
I understand there is a plan to install two bright lit billboards at the intersection of State Route 
50 and Hazel Avenue. Because this area is very close to the wildlife rich American River Park, 
these bright lit billboards most likely will cause problems of disorientation to the different wildlife 
as well as being an eyesore in the middle of this beautiful mostly unspoiled area. For these 
reasons I am completely opposed to their installation. 
 
Please reconsider the installation of these billboards 
 
G. LAMIEL 

To: Rancho Cordova City Council Members: 
 
As a close neighbor of Rancho Cordova, I know our two communities (Fair Oaks and Rancho 
Cordova) share a vision for ensuring a positive image of our areas. As you are aware, we 
worked very hard together last year to ensure the Joint Operations Center would not be built 
along the American River Parkway. Likewise, we have a common interest in the Highway 50 
corridor and its impact on the public views of our communities. 
 
With this in mind, I am urging the Rancho Cordova City Council to disapprove both applications 
for digital billboards between Sunrise and Hazel.  
 
Rancho Cordova residents are clearly interested in increasing the positive view of living in the 
city as shown in the most recent issue of City Views by two responses to your question of 
“What one thing would you change about Rancho Cordova?” 
 
Adam Ahmed, resident, said: “Its perception in the region by some that it’s an undesirable 
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place to live, work, or play. Those are very old ideas and we have come a long way in making 
the complete opposite true! I would really love to see perceptions of our city more accurately 
reflect its reality.” 
 
Mary Nesel, resident, said: “I would change the outdated and undeserved, negative reputation 
that stubbornly clings to us from the days before we became incorporated as our own city. So 
much has improved and too many have no idea how we’ve grown and improved." 
 
Additionally, you have a Citywide Goal that states “Promote the positive image of Rancho 
Cordova.” 
 
Approval of either one of these applications will go in the opposite direction and be 
unsupportive of your new logo of “A fresh take.” Rancho Cordova recently installed LEDs in its 
street lights and noted that one of the benefits was to “reduce light pollution in Rancho 
Cordova.” Approval of these applications will, of course, increase light pollution in Rancho 
Cordova, a seemingly backward step. 
 
While I recognize the lure of the added revenue, it appears that Rancho Cordova is not in such 
dire financial straits as to need to take this negative step (with a 25-50 year impact) to ensure 
fiscal soundness. Donna Silva, Rancho Cordova Finance Director, said: “The City of Rancho 
Cordova has had a balanced budget and produced an operating surplus from incorporation 
through the depths of the recession, continuing still today. Operating within our means has 
allowed us to save up a small pot of discretionary funds that the City has put away in a rainy-
day reserve and has made it possible for us to focus on important projects that make Rancho 
Cordova a better place to live.” 
 
In addition to the “visual blight” that the digital billboards would create, I have additional 
concerns about these billboards: 
 

 They are a dangerous distraction to drivers exiting the freeway at Hazel. This exit often 
has traffic backed up, with sudden starts and stops, for hundreds of yards during rush 
hour. Flashing billboards will undoubtedly lessen drivers' focus of attention on the road 
and cars ahead. 

 From dusk to dawn, they would be a cause of light pollution, whether blinking off and on 
and detracting from views of the valley or simply adding to our residents’ already 
diminishing ability to gaze at the stars and planets at night. 

 Eradicating ten mature redwood trees along the corridor in order to erect an electronic 
billboard with messages changing every 8 seconds is the wrong direction for the area. 
visual blight should be removed and more redwoods should be planted. 

 
I urge the Rancho Cordova City Council to support the joint vision and objectives of its 
neighbor communities, including Fair Oaks, and reject both of the proposals for digital 
billboards along the Highway 50 corridor. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sue O’Donnell 

Dear Mindy, 
 
I am opposed to have anymore digital signs put up on the side of highway 50. this distracts 
drivers and makes driving unsafe. 
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Kind Rgards, 
John Piff 

Please do not put up digital billboards. 
Please do not remove trees. 

Hi, 
 
I want to submit my objection to the proposal to add two new electronic billboards along the 
American River and Highway 50. My home will have direct sight of the offensive lighting, it will 
be disruptive to my personal space. I live in the Bluffs above the fish hatchery. 
 
Marcia Dravis 

Dear Ms. Mcuppy, 
 
Thank you for creating a communications path to you. I wish to add my opinion to the plan for 
more electronic billboards in our city. My wife and I are against the idea, even though it would 
add income to our city. Such billboards are unsightly and distracting, in our opinion. 
 
Sincerely, 
Lee Lundgren 
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Clear Channel Outdoor CUP and 

Operating Agreement DD8480 & 

Sierra Outdoor/CBS Outdoor CUP 

and Operating Agreement 

DD8490DD8490

Rancho Cordova City Council

Jessica Jordan, Project Planner

December 15, 2014

488

A
G

E
N

D
A

 IT
E

M
 12.3



Digital Freeway Signs Overlay
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Clear Channel Outdoor

• No revisions to the physical project

• No revisions to Conditional Signing Bonus 

($75,000) and Additional Landscape Monies 

($25,000)

• Revisions to Monthly Fee proposed as follows:Revisions to Monthly Fee proposed as follows:

Contract Years Annual Amount to City

1-5 $60,000

6-10 $80,000

11-25 (currently stated life of 

contract

$100,000

Total Value for 25 years $2,200,000

490

A
G

E
N

D
A

 IT
E

M
 12.3



Sierra Outdoor/CBS Outdoor
• No revisions to the physical project; willingness to 

move sign to achieve 1,000 foot separation from 

Clear Channel’s proposed sign

• Revised Conditional Signing Bonus ($100,000)

• Revisions to Monthly Fee proposed as follows:

Contract Years Annual Amount to City

• Dedicated “click” every 64 seconds for City PSAs

Contract Years Annual Amount to City

1 $130,000

2-25 

(optional 25 year extension not included)

$50,000

Total Value for 25 years $1,330,000
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Various Signs 

at Night

Typical Commercial Monument Sign

Existing Digital Freeway Sign

Traditional Billboard
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Requested Direction

• Staff requests that Council provide direction on 

whether it supports either or both proposed 

digital freeway signs

• Staff will return to the Council at a future 

meeting for formal action on these two 

Staff will return to the Council at a future 

meeting for formal action on these two 

applications
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Rancho Cordova City Council 

December 15, 2014 Meeting 

Agenda Item No. 12.3Agenda Item No. 12.3

Sierra Outdoor Digital Sign 

Use Permit and Operating Agreement
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Comparison of Proposals
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City Council Staff Report 1 of 2 December 15, 2015  

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: December 15, 2014 
 

TO: Honorable Mayor and Council Members 
 

FROM: Curt Haven, Director of Economic Development 
 Donna Silva, Chief Financial Officer 
 

SUBJECT: RESOLUTION TO EXTEND THE FINANCE AGREEMENT FOR 

ENTERTAINMENT CENTER 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
Adopt Resolution No.144-2014. 
 
RESULT OF RECOMMENDED ACTION   

 

Adoption of Resolution No.144-2014 will allow the Rancho Cordova Entertainment Center 
Group, LLC to continue their efforts to obtain financing to construct the Rancho Cordova 
Entertainment Center located on Kilgore Boulevard. 
 
BACKGROUND 

 
On July 1, 2013, Council approved a Financing Agreement which included the finance 

agreement between the City and Rancho Cordova Entertainment Center Group, LLC, 

(Developer) in which it states that the Developer is required to secure project financing for the 

Entertainment Center within 18 months. 

In the last 18 months, much has been accomplished including: 

• The Entertainment Center project was entitled by Council on July 1, 2013. 

• Environmental clearances have been completed at Kilgore property. 

• Architectural, engineering and landscape plans are in house for Building approval. 

• Civil plans are in review by Public Works. 

• Planning is awaiting final design drawing for final review. 

• Developer has spent over $635,000 (six hundred and thirty five thousand dollars) on the 

project to get it permit ready. 

• The City has spent over $60,000 (sixty thousand dollars) for an initial CEQA study, a lot 

line adjustment and staff time for design review and project processing.   
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• Multiple meetings have taken place between the City and the Developer regarding 

financing strategies with major banks, local banks, insurance lending organizations, 

lenders and brokers for financial establishments including the EB 5 Lending Program.  

The Developer is actively pursuing all financing strategies and options and is working 

collaboratively with City Staff.   

The Financing Agreement states that the Developer cannot receive any money from the City 

until the Developer has submitted documentation (two term sheets) that they have secured 

Project financing. That deadline is January 1, 2015. The MOU also states that if documentation 

has not been secured then the Developer may ask for an 18 month extension. The Developer 

has requested a written extension of one year (12 months) in the attached letter. 

RECOMMENDED MOTION 

 
Move the City Council adopt Resolution No. 144-2014, extending the project financing term 
sheet deadline for one year to the date of January 1, 2016. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

 
1. Resolution No. 144-2014. 
2. Letter of request from Developer. 
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Resolution No. 144-2014  Page 1 of 2 

CITY OF RANCHO CORDOVA 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 144-2014 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RANCHO CORDOVA 

EXTENDING THE PROJECT FINANCING TERM SHEET DEADLINE FOR THE 

ENTERTAINMENT CENTER 

 
 WHEREAS, the City Council and residents of the City of Rancho Cordova (“City”) have 
long shared the desire to have a first rate movie theatre and bowling alley in the City; and  
 

WHEREAS, the City Council entered into the Entertainment Center Financing 
Agreement (“Agreement”) with the Rancho Cordova Entertainment Group, LLC (“Developer”) on 
July 1, 2013; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Agreement calls for the development of a movie theatre, bowling alley, 
restaurant and entertainment venue in the heart of the City; and 
 

WHEREAS, Section 7 of the Agreement required the Developer to secure financing 
within eighteen (18) months of the effective date of the Agreement; and  

 
WHEREAS, Section 7 of the Agreement authorizes the Developer to request, and the 

City Council to approve, an extension of the deadline to secure financing; and  
 
WHEREAS, the City Council now desires to grant a one (1) year extension.   
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RANCHO CORDOVA 

DOES HERBY RESOLVE THAT:: 
 

1. The deadline to secure financing and file a Financing Term Sheet for the 
Entertainment Center, pursuant to Section 7 of the Entertainment Center Financing 
Agreement entered into on July 1, 2013 is hereby extended by one (1) year to the 
date of January 1, 2016. 
 

2. All other terms, conditions and obligations of the Entertainment Center Financing 
Agreement are unaffected by this Resolution and remain in full force and effect. 
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 PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Rancho Cordova on the 
_____ day of _____, 2014 by the following vote: 

 
 
AYES:   
 

NOES:   
 

ABSENT:  
 

ABSTAIN:  
 
 
 
 ____________________________ 
 Robert J. McGarvey, Mayor 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
      
Mindy Cuppy, MMC, City Clerk 

 

2366590.1  
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MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: December 15, 2014 
 

TO: Honorable Mayor and Council Members 
 

FROM: Brian S. Nakamura, City Manager 
 

SUBJECT: AUTHORIZATION OF CITY MANAGER TO RENEGOTIATE, RENEW  

AND EXTEND EXISTING POLICE SERVICES CONTRACT WITH THE 

SACRAMENTO COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT THROUGH  

DECEMBER 2017. 

 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 

 

That the City Council authorize the City Manager to renegotiate its current contract with the 
Sacramento County Sheriff's Department through 2017. 
 
BACKGROUND: 

 
The Sacramento County Sheriff's Department has successfully completed salary and benefit 
negotiations with its bargaining units. The current Memorandum of Understandings (MOUs) with 
its bargaining units fixes costs through 2018. The new MOUs do affect costs the City of Rancho 
Cordova pays for services and programs, as would any internally negotiated MOUs, but more 
important do provide fixed cost certainty when receiving policing services and programs, as well 
as when seeking additional personnel and capital for community safety enhancements. 
 
City Manager finds that current services and programs provided by Sacramento County Sheriff's 
Department are consistent with those provided by other internal and contractually provided 
public safety departments in the region. 
 
Recent analysis focused on contracting with a neighboring jurisdiction, establishing the City's 
internal Police Department or continuing with its existing contractual relationship with the 
Sacramento County Sheriff's Department revealed the following: 
 
A transition to contracting with a neighboring jurisdiction appeared to yield potential savings 
enabling growth of policing services and programs. However, the proposing jurisdiction opted to 
withdraw its offer for unknown reasons. Originally there was preliminary interest by two cities, 
but as time progressed, the other city’s interest waned. Neither of the cities considering entering 
into a contract with Rancho Cordova shared city limits borders with Rancho Cordova, which 
may have ultimately played a role in not pursuing a contractual relationship. 
 
The creation of an in-house Police Department may ultimately be most desirable and will require 
a significant financial investment in capital and personnel. Increases in capital will include items 
such as vehicles, facilities, computers, and radios. Increases to personnel will not be limited to 
sworn and non-sworn personnel, but also to human resources, finance, and administration. A 
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transition from contract to internally provided police services takes approximately twelve to 
eighteen months. 
 
Further, attraction of senior and seasoned sworn personnel may prove challenging as well and 
will need to be comparable to competitive salary and benefits packages offered by other 
jurisdictions statewide. Public safety employees hired after December 31, 2011 fall under the 
California Public Employees Retirement System (CalPERS) 2.5% at 57 mandate, potentially 
creating a qualified hiring void for several years until qualified 3% at 50 personnel retire. 
 
The existing contract with the Sacramento County Sheriff's Department has and continues to 
work for Rancho Cordova citizens. Regionalization of public safety services focuses on access 
to specialized personnel services, programs and capital resources not necessarily available to 
local government police departments. In comparison to other jurisdictions being provided similar 
services throughout the State, staffing ratios and personnel and capital costs appear to be 
consistent. 
 

The original focus of this endeavor was to ensure that the citizens of Rancho Cordova were in 
fact receiving the most effective and efficient policing services and programs available. Effective 
policing requires services and programs tailored to the community being served, as well as 
optimization of staffing and capital assets to provide such services. The drivers of optimization 
are typically determined through financial, political and administrative obligations, primarily 
controlled by economic performance and indicators.  
 
Internal costs matter, but more important to citizens is external performance and many studies 
find that there is nominal correlation between costs for services and performance. Other factors, 
such as demographics, perceptions and realities and politics play a more significant role in 
determining efficiency. In other words, if citizens feel safe or its community can be provided 
more safety, paying for personnel and capital resources is less of an issue. 
 

The examination by the City to explore other contract model options or an in-house department 
can be summarized by answering the following questions: Is the City paying for the true costs 
associated with the Sacramento County Sheriff's Department providing existing policing 
services and programs and/or is the City paying more than its fair share? And, is the City paying 
for short and long-term unfunded liability associated with the Sheriff's Department's Public 
Employees Retirement pension obligations? 
 
It is City staff’s belief that the City is paying its fair share for policing services and programs 
being provided. The Sheriff’s Office has informed City staff that contract charges will be for 
actual costs, which include personnel, capital and liability.  
 
The City's current contract includes past and present pension obligation costs. A City police 
department will result in the hiring, releasing and retirement of personnel with varying levels of 
pension obligations, thereby affecting the City's Public Employees Retirement (PERS) 
contributions.  
 
Currently the City's "unfunded" Public Employee Retirement System (PERS) pension 
obligations are very low due to its various contractual relationships. Internalizing additional 
personnel will increase the City’s pension obligations, workers compensation and liability costs. 
Currently the existing contract builds into it such annual costs and has provided the City with a 
greater degree of annual fiscal certainty, similar to a “pay as you go” model. 
 

508

AGENDA ITEM 13.2



 

 

CITY OF RANCHO CORDOVA 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 146-2014 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RANCHO CORDOVA 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO RENEGOTIATE, RENEW AND EXTEND EXITING 

POLICE SERVICES CONTRACT WITH THE SACRAMENTO COUNTY SHERIFF’S 

DEPARTMENT THROUGH DECEMBER 2017 
 

WHEREAS, since incorporation in 2003, the City of Rancho Cordova has been 
committed to providing its residents superior public safety services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the County of Sacramento provided law enforcement services to the City for 
the fiscal year during which the City’s incorporation became effective; and  
 

WHEREAS, The County of Sacramento has continued to provide law enforcement 
services to the City through a series of agreements; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is the City’s intent to have law enforcement services provided through this 
contract to be specifically tailored to the goals and performance measures established by the 
City; and 
 

WHEREAS, the existing contract with the Sacramento County Sheriff’s Department has 
and continues to work for Rancho Cordova Citizens. Regionalization of public safety services 
focuses on access to specialized personnel services, programs and capital resources; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is the City’s intent to continue to receive law enforcement services from 
the County through 2017; and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF RANCHO CORDOVA does authorize the City manager to renegotiate, renew and extend 
the existing contract for police services with the Sacramento County Sheriff’s Department 
through 2017. 

 
 PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Rancho Cordova on the 
_____ day of _____, 2014 by the following vote: 

 
 
AYES:   
NOES:   
ABSENT:  
ABSTAIN:  
 
 ____________________________ 
 Robert J. McGarvey, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
      
Mindy Cuppy, MMC, City Clerk 
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